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DECA - the word sounds familiar, doesn’t it? No, it’s not just the club that meets after school behind the closed doors of Room 306. It’s much more than that. DECA is an association of business students in high schools all around the world. Every year, a competition is held to choose the students who will represent Ontario and Canada at the international championships. 

[image: image3.wmf]Wait, rewind! Let me take you on a walk down “DECA Memory Lane.” The first time I heard about DECA was on the announcements last spring. Apparently, someone from our school had won a competition of some sort and was going to the States to compete for an international title. It sounded cool, but Spring was in the air and anything to do with school was easily forgotten. The next time I heard about DECA was in September this year. The DECA club at Cedarbrae was holding a meeting for anyone interested in joining. I thought, what the hey, and attended the meeting. I dragged a couple of friends in and sat down to listen to what they had to say. I was informed that the DECA competition involves you analyzing a case study and then responding to some case-related questions. What’s a case study, you ask. Well, a case study is like a mini-business event or activity. For example, it can be about marketing a new product or problems with employees. You look at the situation in the role of a certain character within it. Then, after you’ve analyzed the case, you walk into a booth with a judge and present your findings. On the second day of the competition, you have to do a 100 question multiple-choice test.   

So, as you’ve probably concluded, I decided to join the club. I could tell you about the long, tiresome and dreadful practises, but I don’t think you want to read about that. No, I’m just kidding; practises weren’t too bad We joked around, met new people, frayed a couple of nerves, but all in all, it wasn’t horrible. 

Now let’s fast forward to the competition. The Ontario DECA competition took place at the Sheraton Centre, and the awards ceremony, in the afternoon, was held at the Metro Convention Centre. The competition lasted two days - December 12th and 13th. The first morning was probably the worst. It was so cold outside, my “not so warm business suit” made matters worse. Anyways, I hiked through the cold to Kennedy station and took the subway downtown. 

[image: image4.wmf]When I finally got to the Sheraton Hotel, I headed to my competition designation. After what seemed like an eternity, my group was called in to do our case study. So in I went to scribble down as much information as humanly possible about my analysis. Then the supervising people told us to put down our pens and go to our judge’s booth. I walked in through the curtain to find that my judge looked like Santa Claus. With my nerves about to fry, I presented my case. Miraculously, I got through all my points and left the lion’s den. However, I had to do it again in the afternoon. Don’t worry, I survived. Then my fellow Cedarbrae DECA associates and I took an hour’s walk to the Metro Convention Centre for the awards ceremony, which was great except for the loud techno music. The best part was the magic show. Yes, a magic show! Afterwards, we all trudged home so we could catch some zzz before the next day’s multiple-choice test. 

So the following day we had to go through it all again again. However, this time there was a special twist: at that 2nd awards ceremony they announced the students who had been chosen to represent Canada in Anaheim, Texas. And guess what? 

BREAKING NEWS: Cedarbrae is sending Anton Allen and Osaze Russell!!

So overall, we didn’t do too badly—hey, who am I kidding? We kicked some major butts. 

This was one heck of an experience. Ok, maybe not the cold and the actual presentations to the judges, but the rest of it was great. Funny, though, the best parts of the competition were all the parts when we weren’t competing but just hanging around. I met people that I would never have met otherwise. I saw hundreds of teenagers wearing business suits. I WORE A BUSINESS SUIT!  What a scene. It was sort of like a business fairy-tale. 
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