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Saccharine sap can be appetizing if you keep an open mind
by Aleysha Haniff

 

By the time teenagers manage to stumble into high school, it's a given that Valentine's Day (♥-Day) is not cool and is to be shunned and ridiculed. Many adolescents feel that the day isn't worth noting at all unless there's a partner in the picture. However, Valentine's Day can be fun for everyone, regardless of romantic status, gender, or hidden agenda.  
 
First of all, this is your opportunity to use the suck-up seduction technique to better your lot in life. Flowers and chocolates flow from the shops, and with such a variety to choose from, you're bound to find something to please that certain teacher.  Valentine's Day is also a great occasion to bribe Mom, Dad, or another family member - hearts will melt when you announce that you bought flowers for a special person in your life. 
 
Secondly, the big ♥-Day is a good reason to be a doof.  Love makes everyone act a little crazy, and it's fun to play along with it.  There are tons of things you can do. Wouldn't it be nice to catch a romantic comedy at the movies instead of heading for another action flick? Maybe you'd like to share your SpongeBob or Dora the Explorer fetish with the world by giving out kiddy Valentines?  Valentine's Day is a great reason to let your hair down and do something a little out of the ordinary.  

Of course, there's the traditional stoke-the-romance approach. Many teens are looking for a little lovin' on Valentine's Day, and dollar store candy can go a long way towards getting a special someone's attention.  Or skip the dollar 
store and leave your mark by supporting Canada's economy - be patriotic and purchase Canadian-made goods! But let's get serious here: for many teens, romance is the name of the game in high school, and attracting a beau can be sweeter than chocolate. If this is part of your mindset right now, Valentine's Day may be a good time to shake off those final inhibitions and speak your heart.  

If love and kisses aren't quite what you're into, talk to your parents and friends, and let them know you appreciate them.  Everyone likes feeling special, and familial and friendship-based love can be just as fulfilling as the romantic variety.  February the 14th also provides an excellent opportunity to bond with people.  If you're with someone, PDA exhibitions can be quite the way to demonstrate your superlative attachment - and you have the ♥-Day excuse. Quieter couples can simply spend time together. With busy schedules causing conflicts, Valentine's Day allows people to set aside a day and time to enjoy each others' company. Of course, for those without partners, nothing beats a jabfest, with complaints about the opposite sex and the consumption of sugary goodness. They may be negative, but you can't deny it - they're a lot of fun and there's always a lot of laughs. 

Valentine's Day has taken a lot of hits over the past little while, but it can still be appreciated.  The key is not to take the hype too seriously.  Instead, focus on having fun, be it with a partner or with friends and family. Romantic love is something to be cherished, and ♥-Day gives us a good smack on the head to remind us of that fact. And with your buddies and the 'rents, you're guaranteed that the love is mutual, and you'll feel special too. What more could a teen ask for, with those self-esteem boosts and yummy candy? Get out there, play it safe (do I have to remind you of those condoms in Student Services?), and have fun! 

