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Specialist High Skills Majors
A special program at CTS that allows you to get your High School Diploma 
and give you  big head start on your career. 

Build your future with a Specialist High Skill Majors

Why take this program at CTS?
u	get recognized industry certifications for WHMIS, CPR, First-Aid,  

	 Health and Safety as well as special certifications related to your chosen field 

u	be enrolled in academic subjects that are directly linked to your chosen field  

u	learn from industry experts in and out of the classroom 

u	focus on real-life skilled trade knowledge and skills  

u	prepare for the postsecondary destination of your choice: apprenticeship, college, 	

	 university or workplace 

u	develop the teamwork, leadership and technological literacy that GETS YOU HIRED 

u	improve your job prospects with relationships and networks in your chosen field

Specialize or explore your options! Choose from...

	 C o n s t r u c t i o n

	 H o s p i t a l i t y

Tra n s p o r t a t i o n

S P E C I A L I S T
H I G H  S K I L L S

M A J O R
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Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program

A one-year pre-apprenticeship program for...
u	 Secondary school students who have a strong interest in  learning a skilled trade.

u	 Students who are not ready for college or may have difficulty with the transition.

u	� Students, who are close to graduation and want to go directly into the workplace, 
but need marketable technical skills. 

Why take this program at CTS?
u	� There are no tuition fees

u	� Course work is taught at a pace that adjusts to the needs of different students

u	 The teachers and TDSB staff are available to facilitate the transition to apprenticeship

u	 Have Level One completed (after successfully completing an exemption exam)

u	 Have opportunities for summer and full time employment

u	 Be registered as Ontario Youth Apprentices

u	 Teachers with dual College of Teachers Qualifications and Ministry of Training 		
	 certification teach in-school courses

u	 Teachers with Co-operative Education qualifications teach the co-op based OYAP portion

Criteria for acceptance
1.	� Qualify for registration as a full-time Central Technical School student.

2.	� Must be under 21 years of age as of the first day of school.

3.	 �Complete a Toronto District School Board Co-operative Education 
Application and submit it by the deadline. Applications are available 
from online at www.centraltech.ca. Be able to attend a scheduled 
interview. Bring a current transcript, most recent school report and 
record of attendance.

4.	� Have a serious interest in obtaining an apprenticeship.

5.	� Demonstrate a positive attitude to school and work. Have a proven record of good attendance and punctuality. 
Candidate performance in first semester will determine their eligibility for second semester.

6.	 �Be within 8 credits of an OSS Diploma with no more than 1 compulsory credits to be completed.

7.	 �Have a valid Social Insurance number and card for WSIB purposes.

8.	 �Provided by student: all transportation, hard hat, safety shoes and necessary tools (where needed).

9.	� It is strongly recommended that candidates have completed Grade 12 College and Apprenticeship Math (MAP 
4C1) or higher. It is still possible to earn this credit during Semester 1 at Central Technical School.
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Single Credit Courses
Communications Technology

Radio, Audio and Sound Production – Using digital audio software and hardware, students 
will examine topics that include sound editing, mixing, microphone choice and the 
physics of sound. 

Print and Graphic Communications – Students will learn the fundamentals of typography 
and design using Desktop Publishing software (Quark Xpress, InDesign, Photoshop) to 
design and produce printed products. 

Interactive New Media and Animation – This course examines communications systems, 
design and production processes as they apply to the Internet. Students will develop 
knowledge and skills relating to the assembly, operation, maintenance, and repair of 
basic and more complex components of a range of communications systems.

Photography and Digital Imaging – Students will learn the fundamentals of photography 
using both film and digital SLR cameras. They will learn to develop black and white film, 
make photographic prints and to manage, improve and enhance digital photographs  
using Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Bridge.

Communication Technology – Students will learn the fundamentals of book and magazine production as they 
organize, assemble and design the school yearbook. Students will use digital SLR cameras and desktop 
publishing software (InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator) to capture and edit  images and create layouts.

TV, Video and Movie Production – Students will learn the fundamentals of good video production skills using 
digital cameras, lights, and audio equipment. Other topics include: shot type, structure and composition, basic 
electricity for lighting, light kit set-up and camera use in the field.

Computer Engineering Technology

Electronics – Students will explore ways of connecting computers, interfaces and peripherals using their knowledge of 
logic gates,  computer components, peripherals, programming, networks and operating systems 

Construction Technology

Electrical / Network Cabling – This course will show students how to wire a smart home: install, connect, test and 
troubleshoot network cabling  as well as alarm, video and telephone systems.

Custom Woodworking – Learn how to safely use hand tools and woodworking machinery to cut, shape, assemble 
and finish a beautiful coffee table.  Examine the properties of wood, abrasives and wood finishes.  No previous 
woodworking experience required.

Heating �and Cooling – Get the opportunity to study the growing field of hydronic heating, which is the use of hot 
water to heat your home. We’ll also look into the workings of other types of residential heating systems and 
air conditioning.
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Single Credit Courses
Health Care

Child Development – How do you meet the needs of children and the 
elderly who require support and supervision?  How can their social and 
recreational activities lead to well being?  This course looks at these 
issues.

Health Care – Examine health and safety issues in health care and the 
environmental impacts of biotechnology. Which of your lifestyle 
choices will lead to future health and longevity? What are your health 
care choices – conventional medicine or alternative methods of 
treatment? Get the answers in Health Care. 

Hairstyling and Aesthetics 

This is a great introductory course for those students who want to explore 
the industry and also learn some practical skills. The practical units being 
studied are: cosmetics and their applications, basic colour procedures and 
applications, as well as basic cutting techniques. Theory topics include: 
history of cosmetics, introduction to colour theory, and entrepreneurial skills 
required in the cosmetology industry.

Hospitality in Tourism 

Students learn the basic requirements of serving customers, preparing and presenting food as well as marketing of 
special events.  This course is an excellent introduction to the hospitality industry.

Manufacturing Technology

Welding - Experience first hand the manufacturing process. Design, bend, cut, weld and manipulate metal to 
complete your projects.

Precision Machining - Experience the manufacturing process of the tool and die and mould making industry. 
Design, machine and build your projects to industry standards, using different types of metals and plastics.

Transportation

Small Engine and Recreational Equipment – From ATV’s to watercraft, students learn the basics of small engine 
repair. This course requires students to diagnose and repair various small engine problems.

Architectural Design

Students use the design process and Computer Assisted Drafting (CAD) to examine architectural design and building 
sciences. Students enrolling in this program are eligible to work towards the Specialist High Skills Major Diploma  
(see page 8 for  details)



Admission Application
Central Technical School Specialized Programs

 Personal Information

Name:________________________________________________________________________

Address:_ _____________________________________________________________________

Postal Code:_ ______________________ Phone:______________________________________

E-mail:________________________________________________________________________

Age:______________ Date of Birth (day/month/year):________ /_______________ /_________

Alternative Phone #_ ___________________ Student Number___________________________

Current School_________________________________________________________________

Which Program You Are Interested In:

OYAP

	 ❏ Plumbing	 ❏ Electrical	 ❏ Carpentry	

	 ❏ Cook	 ❏ Auto / Truck Service

SHSM

	 ❏ Transportation	 ❏ Hospitality	 ❏ Construction

Technological Majors

	 ❏ Cosmetology	 ❏ Graphic Design for Print	 ❏ Electrical	

	 ❏ Residential Plumbing	 ❏ Carpentry	 ❏ Automotive	

	 ❏ Fashion Technology	 ❏ Manufacturing Welding	 ❏ Precision Machining

	 ❏ Culinary Arts/Food Preparation	 ❏ Hairstyling and Aesthetics	

	 ❏ Motorsport Technology Design/Build

Student Signature_ ______________________________

Parent Signature_________________________________  Date___________________________

NOTE: Applicants may  be subject to an entrance interview




