Garden Avenews
Produced by the Garden Avenue School Advisory Council

Spring 2011

Lots of fun at Garden Avenue’s annual Spring Fun Fair. More photos on page 3.

Chair’s Message by Jenn Sutherland, Council Chair
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Heartfelt thanks to our many volunteers who make Garden so special.
Amazing events our Garden Ave students have enjoyed this year.
Participation – So many clubs for the kids to be involved: Silver Birch, drawing, chess, girls
fitness, boys reading, computer, Eco-Club, and the list of clubs goes on...
Performance – Garden’s got talent! Our kids love to perform.
Yummy Stuff - pizza lunches, potlucks, pasta suppers and bake sales
make for great tasting ways of bringing us together as a community.

Sports - many teams, clubs and activities for the kids to join.
Unbelievably talented and committed teachers and staff.
Multitude of field trips.
Music – what an amazing year of concerts and performances.
Everyone contributing and making a difference.
Ready to do all again next year? 

Thank you for a wonderful year!
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Principal’s Message by Mrs. Martha Peterson
Another amazing year at Garden has
flown by. Our spring has been chocka-block full of activities for our
students. With the support of our
staff and parents we were able to
offer such an amazing array of
activities to the students.
Oral storytelling promotes a love of
reading, stimulates the imagination
and helps students develop an ear
for new vocabulary. In April, our
popular Storytelling Night was well
attended with storytellers Dan
Yashinsky, Phyllis Walker and Rita
Cox. This evening is made possible
thanks to the generous support of
our School Council. Ms. Orner, our
teacher librarian, and parent
volunteers accompanied our Silver
Birch readers to the Forest of
Reading culminating celebration at
Harbourfront.
Our music program continues to be
an integral part of student life at
Garden. Mrs. Umezawa conducted
both the Junior and Grade 3 Primary
choirs all year. In term 3, our
kindergarten students sang “Kinder
Garden Songs” with Mrs. Umezawa.
It was a super evening!
Students had many opportunities to
go on school trips. This spring these
included a trip to Crawford Lake by
Mrs. Baigent’s and Ms. Green’s
classes, and Ms. Chawla’s class went
to Medieval Times. Ms. King’s class
joined Mrs. Morris, our ESL teacher,
and her students on a picnic to High
Park.
In sports, thank you to Ms. Chawla
and Mr. Goetz who coached our
junior in-house volleyball club,
culminating with a staff student
volleyball game. Ms. Green and Mr.
McClure coached the girls and boys
junior soccer teams during a very

rainy practice season. More thanks go
to Mr. Goetz and his parent volunteers,
headed by Simon Cotter, who worked
so hard with the students between the
rainy days to prepare for the track
meet on May 17th. We had 4 students
advance to the West Conference finals
and one student, Kiva B, advance to
the City of Toronto finals! Kiva’s
performance was outstanding—she got
a bronze medal (third place) in the
400m race. An amazing
accomplishment. Congratulations Kiva!
Our Fun Fair on May 28th was
extremely well attended and well
organized! A huge thank you to our
parent volunteers who ran games, sold
tickets, organized the silent auction
and a myriad of other tasks, ably led by
School Council fundraising coordinator
Carole Reynolds and our School Council
chair Jennifer Sutherland. All the
money raised enhances the school
experience for the students at Garden
by supporting our trips, visiting
authors, and art initiatives such as our
clay workshops this spring.
June means we are about to wrap up
another school year. Our Grade 3 and
Grade 6 teachers and students spent
the first week of June focused on the
EQAO assessments, and the Grade 6
students are preparing for graduation.
We take this opportunity to wish Ms.
King the very best as she begins her
retirement at the end of June this year!
Thank you to Parent Council for your
hard work and to all our community for
supporting Garden Avenue Public
School so generously! As always, there
is a flurry of activity as we wind up at
the end of the school year!
Wishing our Garden Community a very
enjoyable summer with family and
friends!

Track + Field Meet
Centennial Park
May 2011
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Fundraising Update
A FANTASTIC TIME HAD BY ALL AT
THE FUN FAIR!
Once again, the sun shone on our
Garden Fun Fair and it was a
fabulous day! It felt like the entire
community came out to support
our school, and to enjoy the many
activities going on! Inflatable
mazes, obstacle courses and
carnival games filled the back
playground, while in the front kids
bounced in the bouncy castle, had
their faces painted, visited the EcoClub table, climbed aboard the fire
truck, and got their photo taken at
our souvenir photo booth! Many
talented Garden students also
entertained the crowds at our
Open-Mic Talent Show.
Dozens of silent auction items filled
the gym, with people anxiously
placing their bids right to the
end! Our used book sale supplied
many with enough reading material
to last through the summer, and
the Mystery Jars had a line-up
down the hall by 10am as
always. Hot dogs were in such high
demand that we actually ran out at
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by Carole Reynolds, Fundraising Coordinator

one point, and the Victorian
Tearoom sold tons of baking and
decorate-your-own cupcakes.
We raised over $11,000 and every
cent goes towards Parent Council
funded activities and programs at
Garden. This is an amazing
achievement for such a small school
– thank you to everyone who
helped make the day such a
success!
FUNDRAISING AT GARDEN
We are lucky to have such a bustling
little school, with so many activities
going on and so many people
coming out to support our school in
all of our fundraising efforts.
We have some fundraisers which
are school fundraisers, with the
money raised going to the
principal’s budget to operate the
school. Examples of this are the
QSP Magazine Drive and the
Scholastic Book Fair.
Funds raised through Parent Council
fundraising are managed by your
Parent Council, and spending is

Spring Fun Fair

directed by the fundraising
surveys parents fill out in
September and by spending
requests submitted by our
teachers. Examples of ways we
raised funds in the 2010-11
school year include: Laughter
for the Arts, Curriculum Night
bake sale, craft sale, raffle
baskets, Samko sale, pizza
lunches, movie night, eco-bottle
sales, and of course the Fun
Fair. In a small school like ours,
fundraising is very important to
the experience our kids have at
school every day. Parent
Council fundraising has financed
school trips, teacher grants,
Scientists in the School, recess
bags, technological equipment
for classrooms, playground
enhancements, music
accompanists and instruments,
whole school pottery
workshops, and much more.
Can you help raise funds for
Garden? Do you have a great
idea for a fundraiser? I would
love to hear from you @
carolereynolds@telus.black
berry.net.
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Introducing...

We are pleased to bring you the third instalment of “Introducing…”.
This term, we have profiled parent volunteer Christine Cardoso who led
the silent auction this year, and Grade 1/2 teacher Mrs. Michelle Bell.
You may recognize these familiar faces, but you may not know much
about them. It is our pleasure to introduce them to you!

Christine Cardoso
How many children do you have?
I have two children, Thomas, 6 ½ and
Adeline, 4 ½ .

What are your favourite summer activities?
I love summer by the water. Who
doesn't? Growing up, my family would spend
summers in Portugal on the beach,
swimming, playing, and indulging in plenty of
ice cream. It must be in my DNA as well as
my husband's because our children have
both taken to this lifestyle incredibly well!

How long have you lived in the
neighbourhood?
We moved to Roncesvalles Village 9 years
ago and absolutely love it here. This is our
community and neighbourhood and we
have long term plans to stay here.
Where did you grow up and go to
elementary school?
I was born and raised in Toronto, even went
to university and got my first job here. I'm
Torontonian through and through! I grew
up around Dufferin and St. Clair and went to
St. John Bosco and D'Arcy McGee.
And after school?
I'm a broadcaster who enjoyed many years
behind the microphone as a radio Morning
Show Host. After having children, I slowed
down the pace and profile, but still talk into
a microphone. I'm what's called a “voice
talent", which means you might hear my
voice as the announcer on a commercial, a
documentary or a television station
promotion. I basically read and talk for a
living! You'll hear some of my work on
National Geographic Channel, TV Tropolis
and Oasis HD Nature Channel. I especially
love it because the work is different every
day, the hours are very flexible and with
technology today, I can even do some
projects in my studio at home!
Favourite childhood book or author?
Judy Blume rocked my world. "Are You
There God, It's Me Margaret" is still a funny,
provocative, fearless look at adolescence. I
remember devouring her books in one day,
and reading them over and over again.

Best book you've enjoyed this past year?
White Tiger by Aravind Adiga is a terrific
read. And I enjoyed reading Malcom
Gladwell's books in sequence. He's able
to make data and statistics suspenseful
with his unique way of weaving stories
into it. These books aren't the newest
titles on the shelf, but they're good ones
and it always takes me a while to actually
get to them!
Favourite song or music listened to most
in 2010?
I like a band called Cage the Elephant and
another band called Foster The People
quite a lot. And I love the entire album by
The Black Keys. Simple rootsy rock that
has a great groove. Right now, the family
favourite pop song we're singing is by
Jessie J, called "Price Tag".
Do you have any pets?
We have a cat named Knuckle. She's 19
years old (80 in human years) and is still
able to climb 3 flights of stairs, bless her!
What was your best summer vacation
ever?
Summer of 1988. I was in Portugal with
two girlfriends and we had a ball. There
are so many good memories there.

When did you join the Parent Council at
Garden Avenue P.S.?
I went to my first council meeting in
September 2010 when Thomas joined the
school.
What is your best experience or most
surprising thing you have learned on the
Council?
I have learned a great deal attending council
meetings: how the system works, and what
we as parents have to do to maintain and
even improve the current standards. It's
simple: the more involved we are as parents,
the better the school is. Garden has enjoyed
tremendous benefits because of the hard
work council and volunteers have done in
the past several years. But those parents will
be moving on soon to other schools as their
children graduate. I'm happy my children will
reap the benefits of such a legacy and I hope
that this community spirit endures so that
Garden will always be the great school it is
now.
Favourite places on Roncesvalles/ in the
neighbourhood where we might find you this
summer?
Cherry Bomb for caffeine, Barque for fab ribs
on the patio, Film Buff for ice cream and
movies, Frock when I need something pretty,
and Sobeys because it seems like I'm there
twice a day anyway!

Keep in the Loop - Sign up for our weekly Garden Avenews Direct e-newsletter @
http://schools.tdsb.on.ca/gardenave. And don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
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Mrs. Michelle Bell
When the choir went to sing Oh
Canada at a Jays game - that was
pretty cool and a lot of fun to hang
out with all the families and the kids
while watching the Jays game.

How long have you taught at
Garden?
I have been at Garden for 5 years
but two of the years I was off on
maternity leave with my boys. I have
had GREAT ONES every year and my
first year I taught a 1/2 split.
Where did you grow up and go to
elementary school?
I grew up in Toronto and went to
John Wanless until the middle of
grade 4 and then I finished up at
Allenby PS. I am still best friends
with the first two people I met on
my first day of school at Allenby 32 years later!
Tell us about your kids.
I have two sons - Keegan just turned
3 and Samuel is 1. They are amazing.
Favourite childhood book or author?
Too many to list. I have my own
library. Some people collect stamps I have kids books. Growing up I
loved There is a MONSTER at the
End of This Book (starring Grover) as
well as anything by Dr. Seuss.
Favourite song or music listened to
most in 2010?
Our car has disc one from the
Beatles White album. I can sing any
song from it.
Do you have any pets?
I grew up with a dog, a purebred
mutt named Hershey. People would
ask us if our dog was a boy or a girl
and we would always say - girl
because the name is HER-SHE not
HE-HIM!
What are your favourite summer
activities?
We belong to the zoo so we go quite
a bit - the boys love it and we enjoy
the walk. Every summer we also go
to Nova Scotia to visit Keegan and

Sam's great grandmother. We stay at
a cottage and hang out at the beach.
The whole trip is a big adventure and
we have a lot of really nice family fun
times. We also go to High Park or our
local splash pad on hot days. It's all
good fun in the summertime!
What were your favourite summer
pastimes when you were in
elementary school?
I was a camp kid. Every summer I
would go to Camp Allsaw in
Haliburton. As I got a little older I
would get to stay longer, until
eventually I was a camp counsellor
and was there for both July and
August. I also lived across the street
from Eglinton Park - a kid oasis back
in the day. From sun up to sun down
we were running and splashing and
chasing boys from our school.
What is your most outstanding
memory of or best experience at
Garden School?
My first year at Garden the whole
school went to a farm for a fall trip. I
was just starting to get to know the
kids in my class (split 1/2) and off we
went together and had SUCH a great
day. I remember thinking that we had
bonded over a hayride and a freshly
picked apple. I think all class trips are
amazing ways to get to know your
class. Over the 3 years we went on
some pretty great adventures
together!

When I was pregnant with my first
son Keegan, Erny Badour was one of
my OUTSTANDING parent
volunteers that year and she
brought in her stethoscope. It was
the first time that I had heard the
baby's heart beat and I was able to
share that experience with the kids
in my class.
Most surprising thing you have
learned while teaching at Garden?
I have learned a gazillon things - it is
amazing how much I have learned
from the students that I have taught
at Garden. I have learned all about
dinosaurs and reptiles and whales
and insects - facts that I now try and
recall for my three year old. I have
learned that even the shy kid can
rock the house in a drama lesson or
a presentation in front of all the
parents. I have learned that if a
teacher loves a book, most kids will
learn something from it. I have
learned to love and appreciate the
Beatles and some football teams
but that hockey is still the best. I
have learned that a toy block can
turn into a castle or a tower or a
cave or a spaceship in mere
minutes. I have enjoyed learning
about Miley and the Jonas's and
Littlest Petshops and Bakugan. I
have learned that cut and paste and
a solid supply of stickers can turn a
bad day into a pretty good one. I
have learned that kids like learning
outside. I have learned that kids like
it when their parents come and help
and I have learned that the people
in small schools take care of each
other, throughout the grades and
years.
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2011 Silver Birch Awards by Ms. Shoshana Orner, Teacher-Librarian
Our Garden Avenue Festival of
Reading attendees had an early
start on May 12. Everyone was
ready to go at 8:15am! The
weather forecast called for rain
but, in the typical spirit of Garden
Avenue, we stayed positive.
Armed with umbrellas and rain
jackets we made our way down to
the Harbourfront Forest of
Reading Festival via streetcar.
Twenty-four energetic students,
five encouraging parents, one
optimistic clipboard-bearing
teacher…and the fun began!
Getting off a stop early let us all
have a chance to ride the waveshaped bridge before we got to
the festival. It felt like walking on
water!
The Fiction readers were off to
the activities in a jiffy; the Express
readers started at the super-fun
games. Our Garden bumblebees
enjoyed a flurry of activities
including beautiful buttonmaking, a bustling bouncy castle,
a friendly furry frenzy from the
Metro Toronto Zoo and a
gorgeous gallery of all the
amazing artwork from the
nominated books. From
beginning to end, the festivities
were accompanied by an amazing
group of drummers from the
Charles Gordon Senior Public
School in Toronto.
Author autograph tents were in
business throughout the day.
Students met the authors and
asked for autographs to fill their
new mini-books. They LOVED
meeting the people behind the
stories! For a fabulous ‘dessert’
at the end, the students were

introduced the authors, after
which the authors themselves
spoke. How exciting it was to
cheer for our favourite books!

The winners of the 2011
Silver Birch Awards
Fiction: Neil Flambe and the
Marco Polo Murders
by Kevin Sylvester
Non-fiction: How to Build Your
Own Country by Valerie Wyatt &
Fred Rix
Express: Binky the Space Cat
by Ashley Spires
The winner of the 2011
Blue Spruce Award
My Think-A-Ma-Jink
by Dave Whammond

able to go to an awards ceremony
where the winning author in all of
Ontario was announced. Each Silver
Birch group – Fiction, Non-fiction
and Express attended their own
ceremony. The enthusiasm and
excitement (not to mention
suspense) charged the
atmosphere— almost like a concert!
A great feature of the ceremony was
that students from across Ontario

It was especially exciting for our
fiction readers when Kevin
Sylvester, author of Neil Flambe
and the Marco Polo Murders, won
the Silver Birch Fiction Award. The
students felt they had a personal
connection to Mr. Sylvester as he
had visited Garden’s junior
students. This presentation, as
well as those of Chad Solomon
(author of The Adventures of
Rabbit and Bear Paws: True Hearts,
of the Silver Birch Express
category) and Sharon Jennings
(author of C’mere Boy, of the Blue
Spruce category) could not have
taken place without the generous
support of our Parent Council.
In fact, the Forest of Reading
programs at Garden could not exist
without this generous support
which includes not only the author
presentations but also purchasing
the books for the program as well
as covering part of the cost of the
trip to Harbourfront. The Forest of
Reading program encourages a
love of reading, exposes all Garden
students to quality Canadian
literature and provides
opportunities for them to learn
from the nominated authors about
the writing craft. Thank you Parent
Council!
Authors on
stage (left).
Silver Birch
Fiction winner
Kevin Sylvester
(right).
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Garden Avenue Music Notes by Mrs. Linda Umezawa, Music Teacher
On May 26th, the kindergarten students
from all four classes joined together for
their concert, ‘Kinder Garden Songs’. It
was a fun-filled evening with colourful
decorations and hairbands prepared by
the students, Mrs. Polak and Mrs.
Murray. Special thanks to our
accompanist Mrs. Suzanne Davies-Knies
as well as to Ms. Das, our caretaking
staff and Mrs. Peterson for their many
contributions. The kindergarten students
should be very proud of their
enthusiastic warm-ups, singing and
dances.
The Junior Choir performed at the TDSB
Choral Festival on March 31st. This
exciting event involved a large number
of students in Primary, Junior and
Intermediate Choirs singing and sharing
their learning with each other. The
Garden Avenue Choir received very
positive feedback and as a result of this,

we are all looking forward to
embarking on further festivals and
challenges in the upcoming school
year. Special thanks to Mr. Weldon for
his tireless assistance and
accompaniment.
In April, our Junior Choir and Strings
ensembles joined with the strings
ensembles from Fern Avenue Public
School and Parkdale Public School to
pay tribute to our late strings itinerant
teacher, Mr. Michael Curry. Garden
Avenue students were superb in their
role as hosts of this event and it was
evident how respected and admired
Mr. Curry was for all who had the
privilege of working with him. His
instruction and positive influence
touched countless lives. Our students’
music and speeches brought comfort
and closure to all who were present.

Our community opera outing to see
‘Cenerentola’ at the Four Seasons
Centre for the Performing Arts on
Tuesday, April 19th was very
enjoyable. We are so fortunate to have
performances of this high caliber in our
community.
The school year is drawing to a close all
too soon. It has been a pleasure to
work with all of the families in the
Garden Avenue community throughout
this school year. Best wishes for a
beautiful summer break!

Ward 7 Report by Charene Gillies
Technology and Education
Dr. Chris Spence, Director of Education for
the Toronto District School Board (TDSB)
was the guest speaker at the Ward 7
meeting in April. An eloquent speaker, Dr.
Spence spoke of the significant influence
technology now plays in children's lives
and asked if our schools are ready to meet
the needs of today's techno-savvy youth.
He stated that the average school-aged
child spends more that 25 hours per week
exposed to electronics and that many
children today have never known a home
without a computer or multiple TVs. He
spoke of the importance of accepting
technology and of the need to embrace
the doors technology will open for the
children of today. He put forward the idea
that if we ignore the presence of

technology in children's lives and
continue to teach children as they were
taught in the past, they will be robbed of
their potential and their ability to
compete in the future.
One of Dr. Spence's goals for the TDSB is
to lead an educational system that
embraces technology and uses it to
bring real-world experiences to learning.
His vision for the TDSB includes a school
system where all schools are wirelessenabled, every teacher has access to a
computer in their classroom, every
student has access to an electronic
learning environment (both inside and
outside of the classroom) and all parents
have electronic access to teachers and
information about their child and the
school environment.

TDSB at the CNE
The TDSB has partnered with the
Canadian National Exhibition (CNE) to
present TDSB@CNE on Tuesday
August 30, 2011. All elementary and
secondary students will receive free
entry to the CNE and a discount will be
available for staff and students' family
members.
The all-day event will include music,
entertainment, contests and more.
Along with the many popular
attractions the CNE has to offer, there
will be a TDSB Student Art Show, TDSB
robotics and culinary demonstrations
and a TDSB Film Festival. More
information can be found on the TDSB
website at www.tdsb.on.ca/cne

A Message from Ms. Lindy King
A huge thank you to all the parents and students who have helped
make my many years at Garden Avenue so very, very rewarding! Enjoy
your time at Garden as it goes by quickly. The richness of the memories
will last a lifetime. I wish you all the best in the future as you explore all
of life’s many opportunities.
Next year in the fall I will be heading to Spain. I will begin with a 3-day
stay in Madrid and then go on a peaceful walk for 100 kilometers. The
best news is the walk begins in a village named Roncesvalles! You can
find the details of the journey I will take at www.onfootinspain.com.

Have a safe and
happy summer!
The first day of the
2011-12 school year is
Tuesday, September 6th.

I continue to be very fond of this community so I’m sure you will still
see me having a leisurely walk along our very own Roncesvalles.
Warm regards,
Ms. Lindy King

Sunnyside Garden Daycare News by Charene Gillies
with similar small groups of parents
starting daycares in Fern and Howard
schools.

On May 30, 2011, Sunnyside
Garden Daycare Centre
celebrated its 25th Anniversary.
The event was aptly titled "25
Years Strong 1986-2011".
To recognize the effort it took to
establish the daycare in 1986 and
to acknowledge the impact of
that effort for the families of the
more than ninety children
enrolled in the daycare today,
Judy Fong-Bates and Julie
Mathien were invited to the
celebration.
Today an established author, in
the 1980s, Judy lived on
Sunnyside Avenue and was a
teacher at both Garden and Fern
schools. As a parent of two young
children, she had a need for
childcare. To address that need,
Judy worked with a small group
of parents in the neighbourhood
to start a daycare. In the fall of
1986, the Sunnyside Garden

Picture (left to right): Charene Gillies, 2010/11 Board
President; Julie Mathien; Judy Fong-Bates; Judith MalcolmBarnes, Sunnyside Garden Daycare Supervisor.

Daycare had progressed from the
initial four children enrolled in care
earlier that year, to a healthy
enrolment of nine.
Julie Mathien, a specialist in early
childhood education was working
as a consultant with the Toronto
District School Board during the mid
-eighties when the practice of
locating daycare centres in public
schools was firmly taking hold. Julie
was a critical support to the parents
starting the daycare and worked
not only with the parents starting
Sunnyside Garden Daycare, but also

Sunnyside Garden Daycare is healthy
and active today due in part to the
hard work of people like Judy and
Julie. However, the hard work didn't
stop there. Through the years, the
daycare has continued to thrive due to
the dedication of countless board
members, staff and parents, and
because of the support provided by
Mrs. Peterson as well as that from
past principals and staff. All have
understood how important it is for
many Garden Avenue Public School
parents to have the option to enrol
their children in a caring and
professional daycare program that is
integrated within the school
environment.
With the conclusion of its first 25
years of care, Sunnyside Garden
Daycare is now looking forward to
providing another 25 years of quality
care.

