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Principal’s Message                      Mr. Friberg 
Old Man Winter certainly has roared through Toronto 
this week – first the snow and then the frigid cold.  As 
safety is important to us at Ledbury, Mrs. Gillard, 
Carol, and I are out there almost every day with our 
other staff members who are supervising students.  
Please, please, please, drive and park 
considerately and safely in the school zone and 
in the loop – we are seeing so many near accidents 
with fast driving and some parents parking extremely 
dangerously and illegally at the Falkirk & St. Germain 
intersection and at the Falkirk & Marmion 
intersection.  Park 1 minute away please please 
please.   Stop parking right at the intersections!!! 
 
Our school musical has been cast.  Don’t be late for 
this important date – May 14th or 15th – for the show 

stopping, song catchy, and costume wowing, Alice 
in Wonderland where our grade 6 – 8 students 

and our grade 3 chorus will bring the house down! 
 

 
I know it seems strange to talk about air 
conditioning in light of this weather but Ledbury has 
been designated to receive a Cooling Station 
upgrade in our Gym this spring or summer – hurray!  
This means that when the temperatures soar in June 
or September we can use the gym to cool down.   

 
 

This week was Mental Health & Well-being Week.  
Our Mental Health Minister Vida and her cabinet 
planned the week.  Grade 1 – 5 students had yoga 
and the ever popular student-staff dodgeball 
tournament.  The middle school students have also 
had presentations on various topics: victim services, 
depression & anxiety, Bell Let’s Talk, and a Covenant 
House presentation on homeless youth. 
   
On Monday our grade 6 – 8 students had a student 
run assembly to explain and observe the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day with a 
special guest who lived during the Holocaust speak 
of her experiences.  Very moving indeed.  We have a 
new focus group at Ledbury called the Jewish + Club 
and these students with Ethan planned and ran the 
assembly.   

 

 
Morning Routines for ALL Students – 

Not a change but clarification for 
parents & students 

Our cafeteria and inside the school prior 
to 8:40 a.m. is for GRADE 6 – 8 students 
only at the beginning of the day.  This is one of the 

few times they are all together as a community and 
the cafeteria is meant for their use at this time.  
Please do not drop off younger students as they will 
be sent outside where we have supervision staff. 
 

 
 



This week has been colder than usual and we are 
letting students in, however, this is due to the lower 
than usual temperatures.  Prior to this we were 
increasingly finding a lot of Kindergarten to Grade 5 
students (and their parents and/or caregivers) 
coming into the building before the 8:40 bell.  These 
K to grade 5 students are TO BE OUTSIDE playing 
with each other and having this very important 
recreational time.  The hallways are getting jammed 
with students and caregivers. We do not have 
supervision time in the school at this time.   

 
Parents and caregivers are also increasingly coming 
in to “help” their child at their locker or to help with 
clothing outside their classroom door.  It is a vital 
independent learning skill that is being taken away 
from your child if this is being done by an adult.   
 
The school will make the decision if it is raining or too 
cold and will bring them inside as we did this week. 
They should almost always be outside prior to the 
8:40 a.m. bell.  This is not new to Ontario schools nor 
to Ledbury Park, however, before the cold weather 
began we were seeing this increasing habit of 
younger students & their parents coming inside to 
wait for school to begin.  We need to see our 
Kindergarten to grade 5 students outside playing and 
not inside at this important communal time of play 
and greeting the day with their peers.  Thank you for 
your help in maintaining these important routines. 
[This does not apply to daycare students as they are in a 
separate program] 
 

Speaking of the importance of Play… see below 
 

 

 

Global Play Day at Ledbury  
Wed. Feb. 6

th
 

The whole morning is PLAY 
We are joining area schools in this play initiative 
RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT THE NECESSITY 

OF UNSTRUCTURED PLAY 
{What follows is from the Global Play Day website:} 
February 4th, 2015, was the first annual Global 
School Play Day (GSPD) for students in schools 
around the world. In year one, over 65,000 students 
participated!  Over 177,000 students took part 
in 2016. In 2017, over 283,000 kids celebrated 
Global School Play Day. In 2018, over 385,000 
students from 58 nations participated. Can we reach 
500,000 students in 2019?   

In his TEDx lecture, Peter Gray clearly argues the 
case that today's kids do not grow up playing and this 
has negatively impacted them in many ways. It's time 
we return the gift of play to this generation. 

How Does GSPD Work?   
Students can bring anything they wish to play with to 
school on Wednesday, February 6, 2019. The only 
restrictions: they must bring toys and these toys 
may NOT require batteries or electricity. No 
devices. Give them some ideas, since today's kids 
rarely play and often own very few toys: board 
games, dolls, Legos, blocks, trucks, cars, racetracks, 
playing cards, empty cardboard boxes, markers, 
jigsaw puzzles, blankets (for forts), social games 
(charades, Pictionary, etc.) The only exception on the 
electronics rule would be a board game that has an 
electronic timer, an electronics play kit, or similar.  

The concept of GSPD is to get kids playing freely 
without adult intervention or structure.  GSPD is a 
day to get away from staring at screens and instead 
interacting with peers.  
GSPD is for public schools, private schools, and 
homeschool families! Let's spread the word about the 
benefits of unstructured play. Together we can 
reverse the downward trend in childhood play that 
many nations have experienced since the 1950's. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bg-GEzM7iTk


Ledbury Continues to Expand Our Tech. Ways 
We now do our announcements via video screen.  
Each morning our announcers are taped like a 
newscast on TV.  After the national anthem is played, 
staff or students turn their on interactive whiteboards 
and play the pre-recorded announcements.  This is 
similar to some high schools and we thank Mr. 
Honess for his expertise in getting this off the ground. 
 

 
Report cards will be sent home on Feb. 12th  These 
reports will cover the student achievement towards 
the overall expectations in the curriculum and their 
achievement of the Learning Skills in the period from 
September to January.  Parent-teacher interviews will 
be occurring that week with an evening event on 
Thurs. Feb. 14th 

 
Lunchroom Supervisors Desperately Wanted 
Permanent, Temporary, or even Casual Basis 

Temporary or Casual Rate: $14.65 per hour  After 30 
Days:  $19.63 per hour (Permanent rate is higher) 
3.4% statutory holiday pay and 4% vacation pay are 
added to these rates. Working hours are 1.25 hours 
per day, to be scheduled during the lunch period. 
Summary of Duties for the Lunchroom Supervisor: 

 Ensure the safety and security of students during 
the lunch period inside & outside the school 

Key Qualifications: 

 Experience working with children & a genuine 
interest in working with students; 

 Proven record of attendance and punctuality & 
willingness to assume a wide variety of duties; 

 Ability to communicate in a sensitive, courteous 
manner with students, parents, staff and the 
general public and ability to work as a team 
player. 

Contact Ms. Gillard in the office if interested – a 
resume and an interview will take place.  There is 
also a need to obtain police clearance –this comes 
prior to employment. 

 
Ward Trustee Shelley Laskin 
Our new TDSB Ward 8 School Trustee is Shelley 
Laskin.  She emails out weekly newsletters of interest 
to Ward 8 parents and community members 
regarding what is going on at the Board and City.  
She will also be attending our February SAC meeting 
on February 13th.  If you would like to receive her 
newsletters, you can sign up to receive Trustee 
Laskin's weekly newsletters at 
 https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1787552
/1752436/?v=a.  
 
From the TDSB 
Policy Consultations: The TDSB is currently 

looking for public input on Student Dress Code 

(P042) and Restrictions on Alcohol, Drug and 

Tobacco Use (P0XX). To learn more, including how 

you can participate, please visit the TDSB webpage 

for Policy Consultations  

 
 
Basketball & Volleyball at Ledbury 
We are having a great turnout of students for our 
junior and intermediate boys and girls teams.  I’m so 
proud to see the good sportsmanship of our teams 
and they have been performing extremely well at 
tournaments and exhibitions.   

 
Our Sports Minister Tyler C. and his cabinet are 
planning basketball intramurals on Mondays and 
Thursdays at a.m. recess for our primary & junior 
students.  Those grade 1 – 5 students need to sign 
up this week outside the office. Next term will be a 
different sport. 

https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1787552/1752436/?v=a
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1787552/1752436/?v=a
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Policies-Procedures-Forms/Policy-Consultations


 
 
Important Dates to Know 
Eco Assemblies  Tues. Feb. 5th  
Global School Play Day a.m. Wed. Feb. 6th  
Term 1 Reports Home Tues. Feb. 12th  
SAC Meeting 7:00 p.m. Wed. Feb. 13th  
Parent Interviews   Feb. 14th & 15th  
PA Day & Interviews  Fri. Feb. 15th  
Family Day – no school Mon. Feb. 18th  
Gr. 8 Trip to Quebec  Feb. 19th – Feb. 22nd  
PART Public Meeting  Tues. Feb. 26th 
   7:00 – 9:00 p.m.        &  Thurs. Feb. 28th  
   At Northview Height SS 
   Duplicate public meetings to discuss an area PART     
   that Ledbury Park is named as a school that may    
   be impacted.  A letter will be going home shortly    
   giving you more details.  
Gr. 4 – 7 Play a.m.  Thurs. Feb. 28th  
Spring March Break  March 11th – 15th  
Ledbury Enviro Day  Sat. April 27th  
Musical Alice in Wonderland  

    Tues. May 14th & Wed. May 15th  
Senior Kinder Celebration  Wed. June 19th  
Grade 8 Graduation  Tues. June 25th  
 
Grade 3 to 4 Junior Extended French Apps Due 
The deadline for application is February 4th, 2019 
(yellow packages were sent to grade 3 students) 
 
Fundaising 
Our Finance Minister Billy B. and his cabinet continue 
to plan events & spirit raising activities to raise funds 
for various causes.  Sometimes these activities will 
only be communicated through PA announcements, 
visits to classrooms, and on Twitter.  We are enabling 
our intermediate students to have increased student 
voice and are also encouraging our younger students 
to listen carefully to the new video announcements of 
events. Currently we are having popcorn sales and 
soon we will have hot chocolate and cookie grams for 
sale.   
 

 

Kindergarten Registration for 2019-20 soon!          
If you have a child born in 2015, Junior Kindergarten 
registration happens February 13th & 14th. You will 
need to bring the following pieces of identification 
and information: Proof of child’s identity, Ontario 
Health Card, Immunization record (yellow card), 
Home, work, & cell telephone numbers for 
parents/guardians and emergency contacts, 2 proofs 
of address (with parent/guardian’s name)  
 

 
Save the Date Saturday April 27th at Ledbury  
“Environmental Collection Day & Fundraiser” 
Your Clothing & Electronics gives Ledbury $$$ 
Our Eco Minister Rachel W. has planned the 
Environmental Day.  Please help the school and the 
environment by collecting your stuff! 
Bring your used clothing for the Bag 2 Clothing drive 
where we receive funds for how much collected AND 
your electronics for Shift Recycling where we receive 
funds for how much weight is collected.  Please DO 
NOT bring before April!! 

What items are accepted in the program?  
COMPUTING (laptops, personal computers, 
servers)  
MOBILE (cell phones, smart phones, tablets)  
DISPLAY (TVs, Monitors)  
PRINTING (desktop, multifunction, toner/ink 
cartridges)  
PERIPHERALS(keyboards,mice,speakers,scanne
rs,USB sticks)  
AUDIO/VISUAL (stereos, receivers, projectors, 
players)  
NETWORKING (routers, switches, modems, UPS 
backups)  
CABLES (adapters, chargers, power cords)  
BATTERIES (single use or rechargeable alkaline 
only)   

Every sunset brings the promise of a new dawn 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 


