
Malvern School Council (MSC) Meeting November 5th       

 

Elected Members Present – Pam Anderson, Laura Beaune, Paul Bennett, Jean-Paul Bureaud, Charlene 

Butler, Michelle Carlyle, Paget Catania, Kirsten Clarke, Lori Curgenven, Patty Doane, Samantha Farrell, 

Mary Hayes, Karen Ingham, Meredith Kay, Adene Kuchera, Dayna McIsaac, Stacy-Ann Morgan, Tracy 

Scott, Kendra Steen, Erin Stoik, Katharine Williams, Angela Wright 

Elected Members Absent: Ellen Braganca, Tammy Coutu, Andreea Gasca, 

Staff Members Present:  Bernadette Shaw, Rafael Escobar, Grant Hutchison 

Students Present: Jacob  

# Item Discussion Recommendation 
/ Action 

1 Welcome Call to order at 7:03 pm.  
 

Angela 
 

2 Declaration of 
Conflict of Interest 
 

No conflict of interest declared.  
 

Angela, Patty 

3 Approval of 
October 1 Minutes 
 

Motion by Adene Kuchera. Seconded by Laura 
Beaune 
 
Corrections:  

– Under #12 fundraising – the amount should 
read $4,350 not $350. 

– Names of council members in attendance 
and those absent to be corrected in the 
November 5 minutes.   

Angela, Adene, 
Laura   
 

4 MSAA / Student 
Council Report 
 

Student Council President Jacob presented:  
- Equity Day a success with 300-400 people in 

gym with multicultural food and open mic.  
First time event was held.  The day showed 
that Malvern is a safe place for all students.  

- Equity Training.  Student council works every 
month with the TDSB who speaks with 
student council and peer leaders about 
equity to deliver to Grade 9.  

- A suggestion box for the school has been 
implemented.  

- An abbreviated Red & Black day was led by 
MSA with help from Student Council.  150 
students bought tickets; about 50 students 
attended due to bad weather.  

- A full Red & Black day will be held in the 
Spring since it was not held in fall due to 
potential CUPE job action.  

Jacob 



- Student council will conduct a Breakfast for 
Breakfast fundraiser on November 14th. 

- Council is starting to plan Sprit Week which 
will be held in December  
  

5 Principal’s Report - Bernadette reported that 2 additional full-
time teachers were hired for semester 1. 
This meant that some classes needed to be 
combined and many students needed to be 
moved.  For the most part, the transition 
was successful and the reorganization is how 
complete.   

- The school is now starting to look at 
Semester 2 because we are over cap.  Need 
to run the timetable again and see if we can 
load differently. Some students will move 
electives. The school will try not to move 
Grade 12’s and Grade 9’s.  

- OUAC PINS will come out around 3rd week of 
November. Jennifer Kapler, school 
psychologist, will speak to students about 
anxiety for fist 20 minutes of the session.   

- November 27th – all students from 
2018/2019 on honor roll will be posted 
outside of main office.  All students will 
receive a certificate.  A reception will be held 
for students who received top subject marks 
and top in each grade. Awards reception 
after school.  

- A mock federal election was held at Malvern 
among certain classes. 378 voted for 
Nathaniel Erskine-Smith; 167 for Mae Nam; 
132 for Sean Manners; 83 for Nadirah 
Nazeer; 13 for the People’s Party; 11 
rejected ballot.  

- Cell phone ban started Monday, November 
3rd as announced by Ontario Ministry of 
Education.  Status quo at Malvern. The 
policy of the Ministry is already in place at 
Malvern. Students are asked to put their 
phones away unless invited to use them by 
the teacher for educational purposes or 
special education needs.   

- Last year, a police officer spoke with the 
parent council and students about 
importance of regulation on the phone, 
particularly in terms of what is not legal to 
share publicly.  

Bernadette 
 



- Suggestion proposed to have the police 
officer come back to speak with Grade 9.  

- Dr. Goldman came back to speak with 
students about vaping in assembly.  

- Question raised: “Should we bring in a police 
officer to speak about drug awareness?” 
Discussion followed.   

- Question raised about timing of report 
cards. Bernadette replied that the report 
card system is aligned with OUAC and the 
rest of the board. Teachers should be giving 
feedback all the time. 

- November 14 report cards to be issued and 
November 19 are parent teacher 
conferences.  

- Drop mark date is Friday, November 8.  
 

6 Teachers’ 
Representative 
Report  

- Mr. Escobar spoke about mental wellness 
noting that there is a lot of anxiety among 
the students, particularly grade 12.  Students 
are putting pressure on themselves and 
comparing to students next to them. 
Students are reminded not to put their self 
worth in their mark.  

- Grade 12 teachers have gotten together and 
creating a shared calendar, so unit tests 
don’t all fall on the same day.  

- A credit rescue session was held last week – 
so Grade 9/10 (core subjects) students who 
were at risk of failing had the opportunity to 
be referred to credit rescue.  Students had 
morning to re-do an assignment given by 
teachers to help get them over the hump. 
Credit rescue will be run again at the end of 
the semester for a full day.  If students are 
referred, then parents are notified. 

- Mr. Escobar thanked those who organized 
the Malvern Mixer as it sets a great example 
and is appreciated.    

Rafael Escobar 
(grade 11/12 
biology teacher) 

7 Malvern Mixer 
Update 

Malvern Mixer was very successful.  
- 200 tickets sold  
- New band with parents and neighbors from 

the area  
- Silent Auction went well  
- Food and venue is all sponsored. 
- Didn’t get as many sponsorships as last year 
- Thanks to Samantha, Angel, Chris Roberts, 

Charlene, Patty, Laura, Christy Graham, Lisa, 

Angela on behalf 
of Tammy 



Michelle, Ellen, and Scott    
- Tammy will be gone next year, so please let 

us know if interested in working on the 
Mixer.  

 

8 Treasurer’s Report 
 

$10,013 was raised from Malvern mixer  
 
Current and actual bank account balance is 19,800. 
Free and clear.  
 
For 2019 / 2020 year: Payment to Music Department 
of $2,994.40 yet to be deducted.  
 
 

Charlene 
 

9 Committee Reports  
 

The Parent Engagement is led by Laura, Paul, 
Katharine and is always looking for other members. 
Laura spoke to the council on the following:  

– The parent engagement committee has 
created a framework and will distribute it.  
The committee wants to be inclusive of 
those parents who don’t come to council 
meetings, and ensure access to agendas, 
minutes and overall awareness of council.   

- Hoping to help parents navigate high school 
and teen years. Looking to write tip sheets 
for Grade 9 and for Grade 11/12 for how to 
do future planning, a way of parents helping 
other parents. (potentially write/update a 
Grade 9 parent booklet)  

- The parent engagement committee will look 
to bring a speaker to the school again one 
evening in winter/spring.  Laura passed out a 
list of potential topics. Last year the council 
hosted Dr. Brian Goldman. Discussion 
followed on topics and logistics for planning. 

– Pro funding has been revised and the same 
funds may not be available to sponsor an 
external speaker, therefore committee will 
ask for funding from the council. Michelle 
Arts noted that this budget was cut from $3 
million to $1million.  

- Laura spoke to wanting to have parent 
engagement be more than 1 speaker night 
per year. One idea would be to have a night 
where we invite 4-5 parents of older kids 
and hear from them.  Coffee drop in.  

 

Laura  



 

10 Votes – Teacher 
Funds Requests  

Grant Hutchison presented a case for council to 
consider $1800 funding for Robotics. Grant  
teaches computer science and engineering and runs 
the robotics club. Every Friday in Room 111 
he has a large group of students attend the robotics 
club.   

– Last year the Malvern team (with 6 girls/3 
boys) placed 3rd overall.   

– This coming year the team will be one of 30 
teams competing on Jan 12th at Durham 
college. The team needs funding to level the 
playing field with other schools.  

– Mr. Hutchison is open to exploring a 
sponsorship as well.  If you know 
organization that wants to get involved in 
STEM related activities at Malvern, please 
reach out.  Mr. Hutchison will put together a 
sheet that can be sent to get sponsorships.  

 

– The club will also participate in Hacker gals 
December 11th from CIBC – event in library 
for 20-25 girls. Introduction to STEM 

 
Angela presented the full list of requests from 
teachers for funding from the Malvern Parent 
Council. These were voted on by council.  
 
$1250 - equity retreat student training  
$2500 – artist in residence to work with grade 9  
$2500 – commencement 2020 cost share 2020  
$1800 - cost share Robotics club  
$2000 – cost share engineering  
$500 – breakfast lunch program  
$500 – mindfulness program – passed  
$200 - Dr. Goldman honorarium (50.00)  
$1400 – fitness room spin bikes  
$1,000 – parent engagement  
$4,350 – scholarships  
$18,000 – total  
 
Council voted on all items and all items passed.  
Conversation around how much money for 
commencement. Last year council gave $5000. 
Tickets were sold at 2 for $10.00 and each add’l 
ticket $15.00.  
 

Grant Hutchison, 
Angela  



BBQ is in June.  
 

10 Votes – Winter 
Blues Future Plans  

Angie Law met with Mr. Falla. Angie will Chair the 
Winter Blues event.  They have secured the Legion 
#11 at Dawes and looking at dates of February 29th 
or March 7th.   
 
Vote on if council will allow it to go forward. Motion 
Passed.  

Angela  

11 New/Other 
Business 
 

No other business.  
 

 

 Adjourned  8:38 pm 
 

Angela 

 


