
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

t is difficult to believe that December is around the corner. 
It has been a very busy fall at Malvern!  Once 

again early registration for all students 
worked very well this year and we are 
happy to report that our enrolment is 

just over 1,000 students.  We are also pleased 
to announce the addition of several new staff members this 
year at Malvern.  Welcome to Fermer Santos (Vice Principal), 
Elizabeth Barsby (Math Assistant Curriculum Leader), Karyn 
Bugelli (History, Geography and English), Louis Foulidis 
(Physical and Health Education), Rita Furgiuele (English and 
French), David Goodman (Math), Fiona Macintyre (Visual 
Arts), Kate Moss (Science), Fred Piller (Math and Computer 
Science), Tetyana Pytlovana (Math) and Claudine Tyrell 
(English).  Congratulations to all our outstanding and 
dedicated teachers who continue to work tirelessly with all of 
our students on a daily basis.  They really make a positive 
impact with your son or daughter! 
 
This fall we have had many successful clubs and teams and 
numerous Student Council and Malvern Student Athletic 
Association activities to promote school spirit such as 
Roctoberfest and Intramurals at lunch.  Congratulations to our 
Cross Country Team and coaches Ms Tyrell and Ms Furgiuele 
who had 12 talented athletes represent us at OFSSA 
November 3rd in Niagara Falls.  This year under the 
Leadership of Ms. Lesley Gage we have created a brand new 
Leadership Council with representatives from each major 
student group at Malvern.  The Council meets each month to 
plan and approve student activities at the school. 
 
Without a doubt the highlight of our fall activities was our 
extremely successful Pink Day the first ever in an Ontario 
Secondary School held on October 12th.  During this day 
almost 100% of our staff and students wore pink to take a 
stand against bullying, homophobia and intolerance.  Malvern 
received very positive media coverage about this important 
event from news outlets around the country.  Congratulations 
to Mr Izzo, Ms Wiggett and the Rainbow Club for their 
leadership with this important initiative.  Malvern also held 
wonderful Remembrance Day ceremonies on November 8th 
and 9th.  It was particularly poignant that two Kandahar 
veterans Sergeant Bechmanis and Bombardier Lam were able 
to attend November 8th to receive the Canadian Flag signed by 
Malvern staff and students last year and sent to Afghanistan to 
support our troops.  A special thank you to Mr Izzo and Mr 
Wood for making both presentations so memorable. 
 
Finally, a heartfelt thank you to the many generous parents 
who assisted our Home and School Council under the 

leadership of parent Peg Bradshaw with donations, food and 
refreshments of all kinds to make our November 9th 
Commencement reception a wonderful celebration for 
graduates, their parents and their teachers. 
 
Students have received their term one report cards with this 
Newsletter.  The upcoming Parent/Teacher Interviews are an 
opportunity to discuss any concerns you may have about your 
child’s progress.  I hope you can attend. 
 
Some upcoming dates for you to remember: 

 

Nov. 26 Staff Meeting/ Early Dismissal 
Nov. 28 Anti-Bullying Play for Grades 9 and 10 
Nov. 29 Parent Teacher Interviews 2-4 pm & 6-8 pm 
Nov. 30 Board Wide PD Day/ No Classes 
Dec. 4 Home and School Council -7 pm 
Dec. 5 Holiday Music Concert - 7 pm 
Dec. 17 Staff Meeting/ Early Dismissal 
Dec. 24 - Jan. 4 Winter Break 
 
Best wishes for a Safe and Happy Holiday Season! 

Line Pinard 
 

 

 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
 

e are hoping you can attend our first Parent/Teacher 
Interview Night of the year so that you can discuss your 

child’s progress.  It will be held on Thursday, November 29, 
2007 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.  It is hoped that some parents will be able to attend in the 
afternoon so that they can take advantage of the teacher’s 
lighter interview schedule. 
 
Please indicate on the parent interview appointment sheet 
(students received it in class on November 16) the names of 
the teachers with whom you wish an interview. Your son or 
daughter will have their teacher write in the appointment 
times. It is the responsibility of the student to make the 
appointments with their teachers.  We realize that a longer 
interview may be required in some circumstances.  This may 
be arranged with the teacher at a time and date convenient to 
both you and the teacher.  Please bring the completed 
interview sheet with you on parent/teacher night.  Our staff is 
looking forward to meeting with you on November 29th.   
Your attendance is important and can make a difference! 

The Administration 
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HUMAN RIGHTS CLUB 
 

hat’s happening with the School Building Project?  Last 
year Malvern students, teachers, clubs and community 

members raised $6800 for the Brick by Brick Campaign run 
by Free the Children.  Currently we are waiting to be paired 
with a community in Sierra Leone in need of a school and 
clean drinking water.  Robyn Read, who is an international 
Youth Coordinator for Free the Children, has explained why 
this process can take a while: 
 
“It takes some time to work with the communities in Sierra 

Leone to ensure that they feel ownership over the projects that 

will be built there and therefore that these projects will be 

sustainable.  The communities must work together to purchase 

the land that the school will be built on.  This helps to 

guarantee that the entire community is involved in the school 

building process from start to finish, and to make sure that in 

the future no one person or group will be able to claim 

ownership of the school or can use the school buildings for a 

different purpose.  Your donation will be matched with one of 

these new communities so that we can begin construction of 

the school as soon as possible.  We should be able to provide 

you with the name of this community in Sierra Leone, as well 

as some information on this community before the winter 

holidays as we are hoping to wrap up the community 

assessment process in the near future.” 

 
The students at Malvern voted almost unanimously to raise 
funds this year for a clean drinking water project for the new 
community in Sierra Leone – stay tuned for more information! 
  

Virginia Dawe 
 

 

FIELD HOCKEY 
 

alvern, being one of Toronto’s veteran schools, is 
proudly steeped in old tradition.  Its kilt-wearing, stick-

thrashing, and battle-crying roars are all in existence to this 
very day; at least concerning field hockey.  Every year, twenty 
girls are selected to represent Malvern on the girls’ field 
hockey team.  Tryouts begin the second week in September, as 
the girls contend for the few positions available.  This year, 
however, tradition was shaken. 
 
For the first time in Malvernite history, Ms. Gage tailored two 
teams.  This was a giant leap for the development of 

Malvern’s field hockey program; enabling 
more girls to join and generating more talent.  
With over sixty girls trying out, forty made 
the guilefully named Team A and Team B.  
Nicole Gibbs, Malvern’s swimming 

instructor, coached Team B: a first for both coach and team.  
Meanwhile, Ms. Gage coached the old girls on Team A, while 
mentoring the newly formed Team B.  Both teams participated 
in the Sunnybrook Tournament, which further developed team 
spirit and skill.   
 
Team B, having no experience at all, surprised everyone.  
With one win and four losses, they missed the playoffs by 
only two points.  Team A, with four wins, three ties, and only 

one loss, gathered a total of twenty-four points.  Having a six 
game shutout, they were finally, suddenly defeated in the 
semi-finals against Lawrence Park C.I. by one goal.  Leaving 
us this year will be Hanna Wickstrom, Shannon Doyle, 
Kirsten Scott, Veronica daSilva, Courtney Godfrey, and 
Stephanie Hoffmann.  Irreplaceable though they are, new 
talents will compile the 2008 Malvern girl’s field hockey 
team.  And old traditions shall once again carry the chants of 
“MALWHAAAAAAAAAAAT????!!!!!!!” down its hallowed 
corridors.    

Kirsten Scott 
 

 
COSTA RICA EXCHANGE 
 

alvern students are once again participating in our 
Spanish Exchange.  In January of the New Year, we 

will be pleased to welcome a group of Costa Rican students 
from Colegio Saint Paul, a school in Alajuela, just north of the 
capital, San José. A group of 20 Malvern students will be on 
their way to Costa Rica in March.  While there, they will live 
with host families, visit the school, tour the country and work 
on their Spanish. 

Janine Geddes 
  

 

MALVERN SCHOOL OF THE ARTS? 

 
hat’s what it’s starting to feel like around here.  I couldn’t 
help notice at our Commencement 

Ceremony this month that two of our top 
students of the graduating class also received 
the top awards in Music and Art.  Derek Grey, 
winner of the George McRae and 
Instrumental Band awards in music was also 
the recipient of the Principal’s Award.  This 
honour is given to the student, selected by the principal, who 
best exemplifies student leadership within the community.  
Jessica Lee, winner of the Visual Arts Award, also won the 
Governor General’s Academic Medal for having the highest 
academic average in all of her grade 11 and 12 courses.  
Hmm…Congratulations to two great students!  
 
Did you know that after signing up for mandatory English and 
Mathematics, a grade 11 student at Malvern could fill the rest 
of their timetable with Visual Art, Drama, Media Arts, Vocal 
Music, Instrumental Band, and Jazz Band?!  Whoa, now that’s 
a lotta Arts!  Gee, I wish I could fit Design and Tech in there, 
too!  The great thing Malvern has going for it, is an 
outstanding academic program to complement the great work 
our students are doing in the arts.  
 
In the meantime, our new grade 11 Media Arts course is off to 
a great start.  Saverina Allevato and I are team teaching this 
course to draw upon our respective areas of expertise.  While 
my students in the first unit have all created their own songs in 
Garage Band, which are now posted in a folder that any 
Malvern student can access from the school computers, Ms. 
Allevato’s group created photographic montages illustrating a 
narrative.  Both Ms. Allevato and I hope to be able to put 
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some of this work on the school’s web site, so keep your eyes 
posted. 
 
And what were those display cases all about?  Some parents 
who visited the school late September may have been 
surprised at the “shocking” displays that included Barbie doll 
parts, garbage, tampons in glasses of coloured water, inflated 
condoms and even a pair of live mice in a cage!  These were 
all items brought in by grade 12’s who were asked to create 
displays that challenge our notions of what is art.  And for a 
week, the hallways in which our displays were located were 
abuzz with students engaged in questions and comments about 
art: “What’s that supposed to mean?  I don’t think it’s art, do 
you?  Why is that there?  I think it’s interesting.  I don’t get 
it.”  
 
So, what do the following quotations describe?  “Childish in 
artistry.”  “This atrocity in art is…a desecration of the world 
of art, an insult to the intelligence.”  “An insolent piece of 
‘abstract’ symbolism.”  No, it wasn’t our displays of fur 
sandwiches or photo’s of dog doo.  It was the works of 
Brancusi, Rodin and Cezanne, as published in the book, Great 

Works of Art by F.W. Ruckstull (1925).  Seems he had a 
problem with art that wandered from the classical ideal. 
Through our experiment, the grade 12’s certainly learned 
about the power of art (and the dangers of censorship) and that 
it is about much more than just making pretty pictures. 
Ironically, I gathered that there was some sentiment that the 
displays would be better off at some “art” school, rather than 
the hallowed halls of Malvern C.I.  I think the grade 12 
students took that as a compliment…Malvern School of the 
Arts, anyone? 

Sean Matthews 
 

SCIENCE CLUB 
 

alvern's new Science Club has been meeting regularly 
Wednesday’s at lunch in Room 211.  This small but 

dedicated group of students has been involved with growing 
crystals for an Ontario-wide competition.  A number of other 
activities are planned.  The most exciting news is that we are 
hosting the McMaster University Fireball Show January 14th.   
More details will be out shortly. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT CLUB 
 

he Environment Club at Malvern has ambitious plans to 
promote awareness and good practice at the school.  So 

far a small group helped with a Toronto Parks initiative to 
clean up Taylor Creek Park.  We hope to return in the spring 
to help again.  This year a number of people have 

formed a group of Tree Stewards.  This group 
is learning about the trees on the Malvern 
grounds and in the community.  “Thank you, 

Mr. Butts for sharing your knowledge and 
experience with us.”  A speaker from ZooCheck visited us one 
lunch hour to share information about the impact of factory 
farming on the natural world.  The room was almost packed.  
It is great to see that Malvern has so many caring students. 
 
 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 

he grade 10 classes have been involved in field trips this 
fall. The Applied classes attended a trip to the Ontario 

Science Centre in October and the Academic classes have 
spent a day at the Kortright Centre.  Thank you very much to 
those teachers who planned the details of this trip. 

 
 

GALAPAGOS - MARCH 2009 
 

alvern students are invited to explore Ecuador and the 
Galapagos for March Break 2009.  The trip includes 

time on a volcano, time on the Galapagos Islands and a cruise 
near the Islands.  Recently the Globe & Mail listed this 
destination as the top place to visit.  Leesa Blake, the 
Curriculum Leader for Science is leading this trip.  There are 
more spots available for interested people. 

Leesa Blake 
 

 

CO-OP 

 
o-Op at Malvern is a two-credit program, open to Grade 
11 and 12 students, that gives them the opportunity to 

explore a career area and see if this is the right fit for them to 
pursue in the future.  Students planning on entering either a 
trade, such as auto mechanics, or a profession, such as 
accounting, will gain experience, new skills and new contacts 
at their co-op placement.  In February 2008, a co-op 
information meeting will be held.  Students can apply to the 
program on their option sheets. 

Virginia Maxwell 
 

 
 
 

GUIDANCE & CAREER EDUCATION 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PEER LEADERS 

 
ast year’s Peer Leaders worked very successfully with 
Toronto Public Health in delivering our school initiative 

entitled “Making Wise Choices”.  This initiative focused on 
sexual pressures and consequences for teenagers.  
 
This year, on November 28th, grade 9 and 10 students will 
attend an assembly delivered by the Mixed Company Theatre 
called “Showdown”.  This interactive Forum theatre is aimed 
at engaging students around the complex issues of bullying 
and conflict resolution.  The Peer Leaders will follow up in the 
New Year by reflecting on the types of bullying at Malvern, 
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showing respect and steps that can be taken by students to 
address this issue. 

Holly Kee 
 

 

GRADE 9 & 10 AFTER-SCHOOL REMEDIAL PROGRAM 
 

fter-school Literacy and Numeracy classes will begin the 
first week of January.  These courses offer broad-based 

support in any subject in which the student has a grade of 55% 
or below.  Registration forms will be available at the 
Parent/Teacher Interviews on November 29th from the 
Guidance Office.  Completed forms are due in the Guidance 
Office by Wednesday, December 19th.  Students may also 
bring their completed forms to the first class in January should 
space still be available. 

Val Copeland 
 

 

 

COLLEGES OF APPLIED ARTS & TECHNOLOGY 
 

October, 2007 
Guidance Counsellors distributed the Ontario “Find a 

Program” College Booklet, which contains details about 
programs. 
 
December 5, 2007—Period “A” 

Graduating students are to attend a PowerPoint presentation 
on how to apply on-line.  Copies of the Ontario College 

Reference Guide, which contains details about programs, 
admissions and financial aid will be available for pickup at 
this presentation. 
 
February 1, 2008 

All applications must be received by Ontario College 
Application Services on or before this date to be given equal 
consideration by the colleges. 
 
February 1, 2008 
Earliest admission offer date for high school applicants.  
Offers of admission will continue to be issued until programs 
are filled or waitlists are established. 
 
May 1, 2008 

Applicants must confirm through OCAS their acceptance of 
an offer of admission to a college by this date. 

Ray Fallis 
 

 

 

ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES 
 

October/November 2007 

Guidance Counsellors visited Grade 12 home forms and 
distributed information about the application process for 
Ontario universities.  Opportunities to research details about 
programs, admissions and financial aid included lunchtime 
university presentations, campus tours and the website 
www.electronicinfo.ca.  
 

December 4, 2007 

Graduating students are to attend a PowerPoint presentation 
on how to apply on-line.  They will also receive their 
passwords and PINs needed for the application process. 
 
*December 21, 2007 

This is the recommended deadline for Malvern students to 
complete their OUAC applications. As it is an online 
application, computer access will become increasingly 
difficult as the January 9 deadline approaches. 
 

January 9, 2008* 

This is the deadline for Ontario secondary school students to 
submit completed applications to the OUAC, the Ontario 
University Application Centre.  
 
February 5, 2008 

Recommended last date for students to submit all information 
to the OUAC, including University and program changes, as 
well as additional active choices, to be eligible for 
consideration for early admission.  Changes will continue to 
be accepted and processed by the OUAC after this date. 
 

May 26, 2008 

The latest date by which all secondary school applicants can 
expect a response from an Ontario university. 
 
May 28, 2008 

The earliest date by which Ontario universities may require a 
response to an offer of admission from an Ontario secondary 
school student. 
 
Early June – August 

The Admission Information Service is available at the OUAC 
for applicants not admitted by June. 

Val Copeland 
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