
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
   As we come to the end of a successful semester at Northview, we reflect on 
what was and look forward to things that are still to come.  In keeping with this 
year’s theme of making great decisions, it is clear that a great number of our staff 
and students have taken this initiative to heart with their amazing contributions to 
date. 
   After hosting two very well attended Destination Northview sessions, it is very 
evident that the staff and students at various grade 8 feeder schools across the 
TDSB have also been looking to make the great choice of selecting Northview as 
their desired secondary school.  Further to that, almost 250 grade 8 students 
recently came to Northview to write their Honours Math, Science and Technology 
(HMST) entrance exam in the hope of securing one of those highly sought after 
positions.  The interest and buzz around Northview has pushed our anticipated 
enrolment for 2011/2012 to heights we have not seen in a number of years. 
   Other Semester One highlights and events included, but were not limited to: 
 Spoken word artist Duane “D.O.” Gordon and his “Stay Driven” – Anti Bullying 

Presentation 
 A very moving Remembrance Day Assembly 
 NHSS Music Department’s evening Piano Recital 
 NHSS Performing Arts Department’s evening Drama Show and Silent Auction
 Over 80 staff/students attended a 3 day/2 night Leadership Retreat in Orillia 
 Jr. Boys’ Soccer team winning the North Region’s Silver Medal 
 Jr. Boys’ Basketball team reaching the finals of the Woodbridge College 

Tournament 
   Semester Two brings us a fresh start with exciting new courses and 
opportunities to continue to make even more great choices.  Some events to look 
forward to include: 
 Celebrating Black History Month with some great initiatives planned 
 NHSS School (Parents) Council hosting a Parent Engagement Evening on 

Tuesday, February 22nd in partnership with contributing community agencies 
 A trip to New York City hosted by our History Department 
 A trip to Quebec City hosted by our Moderns Department 
 Our Northview Environmental Action Team’s (N.E.A.T.) application for their 

Ecoschool’s Platinum Level standard 
 A visit by the TDSB’s Hoops4Hope All-Stars to take on the NHSS Staff in a 

charity basketball game 
   Please enjoy the articles in this newsletter and continue to support your 
son’s/daughter’s great choices at Northview Heights SS. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Peter Paputsis 
Principal 
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Student Services 
   Student Services has completed a busy and 
productive first semester! Second semester 
begins with course selection for students returning 
for 2011-2012. We have planned a series of 
sessions to help students make appropriate 
choices for the coming year.  
   A course selection information session for 
parents of grade 9 and 10 students will be held 
Thursday, February 17 at 6:00 pm. 
   Our graduating students continue to prepare for 
post secondary education. They should continue 
to check their application information on the 
OUAC and OCAS websites.  Counsellors are 
always available to assist students. We wish all of 
our students a successful Second Semester! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Department 
   The Science department has been abuzz with 
activity this semester.  The Grade 9 HMST 
students have travelled to Humber Arboretum for 
ecological investigations; the Grade 11 biology 
classes have experienced a taste of university 
with their trips to both York University and the 
University of Toronto.   In class, Grade 12 
students have been constructing and testing 
cannons, while the Grade 11 physics students 
have been building and analysing roller coasters. 
Not to be outdone, Grade 11 HMST chemistry 
students have been designing, building and 
testing water filters.   
   As second semester begins, students will 
complete course selection for the 2011-2012 
school year.  Please help encourage students to 
set themselves up for success by assisting them 
in choosing appropriate science courses for next 
year.  Should students have questions or 
concerns they should speak to their science 
teacher. 
   Congratulations to all successful science 
students from first semester.  We look forward to 
an equally exciting second semester! 

Mathematics Department 
   It’s hard to believe the year is already half over! 
The teachers of the Mathematics department 
continue to work closely with students to ensure
an ever increasing rate of student success.  We
are continuing our focus on supporting applied
and at risk math students through various
workshops and symposia. Furthermore, we are
facilitating events that allow teachers within the 
board hands on experience in effective
differentiation as delivered in our classrooms.
Strong ties are being forged between Northview
Heights Math Teachers and our feeder school
teachers, creating a dialogue between the grades, 
so as to better understand where the students are 
coming from, in order to help them get to where
they want to go. 
Extra Help:    
   One key support that continues to be most 
appreciated by students is extra help.  The
mathematics department has extra help daily at 
lunch time and by appointment after school.   
Contests:    
   It is contest season again.  Approximately 135 
students will be involved in writing the grade 9, 10
and 11 Waterloo Math contests.  Grade 12
students have not yet registered for the Euclid 
contest. Registration will begin early second
semester. 
 

NEAT Green Gift-giving 
   Northview’s Environment Action Team (NEAT) 
got into the holiday spirit with a Green Gift-giving 
initiative.  Students silkscreened reclaimed t-shirts, 
made greeting cards, and sold reusable water 
bottles in an effort to show students that giving
gifts can be both environmentally friendly and
inexpensive.  The money raised will go towards
school ground greening.  Thanks to all for your
support in helping Northview spread the “green” 
word! 
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Social Science  
   Happy New Year from the Social Science department! 
   The latter part of semester one kicked off with the department organizing a Remembrance Day Assembly. 
A great big thanks goes to all of the students who were involved. They did an absolutely outstanding job 
preparing for and executing the assembly. Since then the department has been busy learning in and outside 
the classroom by participating in a variety of field trips. Future plans include Black History Month in February 
and a four day field trip to New York City in April.  Please start thinking of future course selections (selection 
process begins in February), and consult our wide range of course offerings.  For more information on some 
of the brand new courses, such as the Environment and Resource Management, please drop by the History 
office. Students are also encouraged to seek out volunteer opportunities to fulfill their 40 hours community 
service requirement. The department staff wants to wish students leaving the department good luck in their 
future endeavors and welcome old and new students to a fun filled second semester! 
 

ESL Department 
Field Trip to Black Creek Pioneer Village 
   In December the ESL department took 60 English language learners to Black Creek Pioneer Village. The 
students got a taste of Ontario’s past as our tour guides walked us through the pioneer experience. We 
learned how difficult life was for early settlers in Ontario, and how well they adapted to Canada’s harsh 
winters. We also saw how early settlers celebrated Christmas, both with fancy meals and gift giving. For many 
of our ESL learners it would come as no surprise that Ontario’s pioneers had at least as many struggles as do 
those who immigrate to Canada today. 
 

¡Salut! and ¡Hola! From the Moderns Department 
   Ms. Lee and Ms. Dunbar, with the support of the French Department, have been very busy planning a trip to 
Quebec City this semester.  Dates have been finalized, the itinerary is set, and now all we need is you!  Does 
a drive up the Beaupre Coast sound interesting?    How would you like to reenact the Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham?  If this sounds intriguing, find out more information by speaking to a French teacher, or collecting 
information forms from the main office.  The trip starts on May 10 and students return on May 13 – you don’t 
want to miss it!  Permission forms and deposits are due soon, so don’t delay. 
   Course selection is around the corner, so here’s a refresher of the courses offered in the Moderns 
department.  Remember, French doesn’t end in grade 9!  We offer grade 10 academic and applied courses, 
as well as grade 11 and 12 University Preparation French.  
   Also, our Spanish program is thriving.  Beginner Spanish is offered starting in grade 10, and grade 11 and 
12 University Preparation Spanish classes may follow.  Spanish, like French, is an asset to any student, as 
multilingualism is becoming increasingly necessary for the job market.  Our Spanish students will learn about 
Hispanic culture and traditions through field trips, videos and readings.  Also, they can look forward to 
performances in school assemblies and competing in the Ontario Spanish Competition.  Entonces…¡nos 
veremos el año que viene! (We’ll see you in Spanish next year!) 
 
 EQAO Test Resources Online in the Library 
   On March 31, 2011, eligible students at Northview will write the EQAO Literacy Test. To help students 
study on their own, the Library has collected, in an easily downloadable folder, the EQAO tests from 2008-
2010 as well as sample responses. In addition, students can download our written answer “formula” sheet, 
which lays out the minimum requirements for written responses. If students have not visited the Library with 
their classes to look at these materials, they should come to the Library at lunch or after school for assistance 
in downloading these files.   
 

White Pine Award Book Club  
  The White Pine Award Book Club will have its first meeting on February 9th. The books are on display in the 
Library and students can sign up at the Library circulation desk. 
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Performing Arts 
   December was a great month for the Performing
Arts. On December 8th, the Music department held
a gala evening of piano recitals, complete with
visual effects and vocal entertainment. Students
ran the show, from promotions, tickets, and
refreshments.  
   The next evening, December 9th, was a rousing
event of Drama and Dance. Performers from both
disciplines entertained the crowd with a variety of
styles, comedic and dramatic, plus an arrangement
of Dance numbers suited to all tastes. 

Visual Arts – News Flash!!! 
   We recently applied for and were awarded a 
$1,000.00 'Speak-UP' grant. The ‘Speak-UP’
projects give students the opportunity to become 
more involved in school projects outside of the 
classroom. 
   These funds will be used to purchase materials 
towards the creation of a mural that will renew, 
enhance and raise school spirit not only amongst 
the student body but the staff as well. Mr. Shortt, 
Mr. Porter and Ms. Davies will be overseeing the 
process of conceptualizing, planning and execution 
of mural installation. 
   Kimmel Witter-Watts, Sanna Mirza, Yael 
Kostrinsky, Ben Naroditsky and Anna Timakova 
were the first group of students to sign on to the 
mural project. Since that time back in November we 
have put together a plan to build and share design 
ideas with every department in the school in order 
to best arrive at a new design sensibility for the 
Cafeteria. 
   Thanks to Kimmel who spearheaded the 
application process with the 'Speak - UP' people. 
We now have a wonderful kick-start and venture 
point to seek out what he alluded to as "a visual 
feel" from the students.  
   Stay tuned for future updates regarding the 
growth and development of the design planned for 
our cafeteria. 

   On May 17 we are excited to host a 2010 JUNO 
award Nominees and "Canada's ambassadors of 
musical diversity", a Canadian string super-group 
Sultans of String, who  thrill their audiences with 
Spanish Flamenco, Arabic Folk, Cuban rhythms 
and French Manouche Gypsy-jazz. 

CyberARTS Ramping Up  
For Semester 2 
   Congratulations to the Grade 12 class who have successfully completed their Dual Credit Digital Design 
course at George Brown College. In addition to receiving high school credits these students will be 
receiving a College credit that gives them an edge when applying to post secondary schools. This senior 
class will soon be using all CyberARTS skills during their co-op placements in Illustration, video production, 
architecture, graphic design, game design, animation, interior design, industrial design, fashion and jewelry 
design. We look forward to hearing back about their experiences in the creative workplace. 
   Last Semester the Grade 9 CyberARTS students worked with Character design artist, Kurt Lehner and 
look forward to working with him again. Semester 2 we’ll also be working with the Art Gallery of Ontario in 
conjunction with the opening of their new Digital Media Centre. We are preparing our students to enter 
some competitions this spring. We have submissions for the Reclaimed T-shirts Design Competition at the 
Design Exchange and animation work for the Student Animation Festival 2011 to be held at Bloor Cinema 
next year. Another new initiative is the Youth In School Mentoring with Big Brothers and Big Sisters of 
Toronto. We’ll be linking up Northview CyberARTS students with students from the CyberARTS Program 
CH Best Middle School.  It’s been a great year and we look forward to many innovative projects that lead to 
student success in 2011.  
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COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 
   Semester One students experienced many successes at the following workplaces:  Sunnybrook Hospital, 
Grand Hotel, Metro Toronto Police Services, Canadian Tire, Proctor & Gamble, Rainforest Café, Law Firm, 
Oliver & Bonacini, Toronto West Court, Secord Animal Hospital, Xerox Canada, Keele-Finch Dental, 
elementary schools.  Students interested in applying their essential skills at the workplace will find the 
Cooperative Education experience to be most valuable to their future. 

Dual Credits 
  Over this semester thirty students in the Co-op 
Program had the wonderful opportunity to participate in 
the Ministry’s innovative Dual Credit Program.  Co-op 
students “reached ahead” while they attended George 
Brown and Humber Colleges once a week.  They 
earned a college credit and a high school credit in 
courses such as: Digital Art & Design, Health & Safety 
in the Construction, Introduction to the Canadian 
Criminal Justice System, Social Psychology, Lifespan 
Development, and Early Childhood Education. We 
anticipate that this differentiated instruction at the high 
school level will continue to grow in demand. 
 
Navigating The Workplace 
   This semester, as part of their work experience 
component, a small group of students: Jayson 
Carrigan, Fred Liria, Carson Mackenzie and Daniel 
Machluf organized a Holiday Food Drive at Northview. 
As a result of their excellent leadership skills, 
commitment and passion towards helping others, the 
Holiday Food Drive was a huge success!!!  We would 
like to thank all the staff and students who participated 
in the food drive!  A job well done! 
 

Construction Trades Exploration 
Program 
   This program continues to evolve with the 
establishment of new partnerships and 
opportunities for students to experience the 
construction sector.  Students are given an 
opportunity to try many trades to establish the one 
that fits them.  Students went on numerous field 
trips to Local 183, Local 285 Sheet-metal Union, 
Local 353 Electrical Union where students tried 
hands on demonstrations in various trades. 
Thanks goes out to the following builders who 
provided our students with on site work 
experiences:  Monarch, Deltera, Tucker HiRise, 
Daniels, Menkes, Accel Construction, Aspen 
Ridge Homes, Dominus and PCL.  We are excited 
to have Stanley Tools involved with our program 
who contributed tools to each student to use on 
site.  
 
Virtual Co-op 
   We are continuing to pilot Virtual Co-op with the 
expertise of Mrs. Sherman and Mr. Noukhovitch.
Students working as on-line research assistants 
under the mentorship of university professors, 
receive co-op credits as they gain a more in-depth 
understanding of scientific analysis as well as 
cutting-edge developments in science 
communication and careers.  Our students have 
researched topics such as: space travel, the 
proliferation of novel carbon-based materials, as 
well as the mathematics of neuroscience. 
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP AT NORTHVIEW 
   Alongside academics and curriculum, Northview has a lot of co-curricular and student leadership 
opportunities available for students.  These experiences are both enjoyable and valuable in helping 
students build social skills, relationships, and important life skills.  We strongly encourage our students to 
GET INVOLVED as members of our Northview community.  Following are a few opportunities to be aware 
of in the beginning of the second semester: 
 
REFRACT STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
   On Wednesday, February 16, 2011, Northview will be holding its fourth annual Refract Student 
Leadership Conference.  This is the chance for approximately 80 Northview students to get involved and 
spend the day working on teambuilding skills, sharing their strengths as leaders and, in general, have a 
good time.  We hope to get the second semester off to a great start with the conference, and we look 
forward to seeing the student initiative, projects and events that are sure to evolve from this leadership 
opportunity.  Students who are interested in taking part in the Refract Student Leadership Conference 
should speak to Ms. Juruc, Ms. Pournaras, or Ms. Davies. 
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP MEETINGS 
   Approximately once a month, we hold a Student Leadership meeting for homeform representatives, club 
representatives, team representatives, and student leaders.  These meetings offer students the chance to 
hear from the Student Council, the administration, and any students or groups who would like to make 
announcements or bring up topics for discussion.  The intent of these meetings is to offer a student forum 
where the voices of the student body can be heard.  They also offer students the opportunity to step up 
and take a more active role in making Northview what it is as a school and community.  Our first Student 
Leadership Meeting in the second semester will take place on Wednesday, March 2 during the first half of 
period 1.  To get involved, students can volunteer to be a homeform representative, volunteer to represent 
a club or team that they belong to, or get involved in some of the leadership events and opportunities 
happening at Northview. 
 
IDC 3O1 – LEADERSHIP COURSE 
   With course selection nearly upon us for the 2011/2012 school year, students can consider incorporating 
student leadership opportunities right into their timetable!  Northview offers a leadership course at the 
grade 11 level.  This course allows students to practice and develop skills in teambuilding, group dynamics, 
event planning, public speaking, and more.  The course is an active learning environment, and it will give 
students the opportunity to get involved and contribute within the school community.  For more information, 
speak to Ms. Juruc.      

 
   Our HMST students had a busy and productive first semester. Besides their great academic successes, 
our students have participated in a variety of activities inside and outside the classroom. They continue to 
be strong leaders throughout the school. The majority of our HMST students have registered for the 
Waterloo Math Contest to take place on February 24, 2011. Students should take note of upcoming spring 
contests in math, science and technology. Contest dates are available through the various department 
offices.  
   The grade 10 and 11 students are to be commended for their contributions to the HMST mentoring 
program, offering extra help to students in math and science twice per week during the lunch period. As 
we begin second semester we remind students that all are welcome at these lunchtime tutoring sessions.
   Starting in second semester the HMST program will be infused with an extensive technology initiative. 
Please stay tuned… 
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APGA Athletes: Mind, Body and Soul 
   Whether it is taking time to recover from an injury or having exams and competitions 
scheduled at the same time, APGA athletes feel the pressure.  Marissa (artistic 
gymnastics) has been training all year and recently fractured her arm during warm up at a 
competition and could not even compete in one event.  She is excited because her cast is 
finally coming off.  She is ready to go back to training and hopes to still enter a few more 
competitions before school ends.  
 

   Andrei is one of our hockey players.  He had knee surgery in 
September 2010 and then was in a cast for weeks.  I visited Andrei at his 
Physiotherapy clinic.  After Christmas break Andrei told me he was finally 
 able to run for 5 minutes.  He often uses his first period spare to work at maintaining his 
fitness and building up the muscle strength around his knee. Luckily most of the APGA 
athletes are healthy and traveling to various competitions.  Our three hockey boys 
Matthew H, Ilia K and Cameron K competed in the regional “Silver Stick” competition. 
Matt and Cameron are on the same team and qualified for the National Silver Stick 
where they made it through two rounds of competition. 
 

   Nicholas C (taekwando) and Maryam B (karate) had competitions in the last 2 weeks of January. Our twin 
skiers Heath and Dean are back from BC.  Heath will be missing the month of February to train and compete 
while Dean will join him mid February.  Our gymnasts will be competing again at the start of February. 
The APGA athletes wish to extend their thanks to our wonderful staff.  Without their support our APGA 
athletes would not be able to balance academics and athletics.   
 

English Department 
   It’s been a busy half-semester for Northview’s 
English department.  In November, our department 
was bustling with visitors.  We welcomed three 
student teachers from OISE/University of Toronto 
and York University.  In addition, Rick Monaco from 
Learning Through the Arts conducted a series of 
drumming workshops with grade ten and eleven 
English classes.  The workshops were enjoyed by all 
students and were a nice complement to the 
curriculum. 
   There have also been some exciting field trips.  As 
part of a study on urban space, Mr. Irwin and his 
media class visited Yonge and Dundas square and 
Nathan Phillips square.  They also visited the world 
press photo exhibit in BCE place, and saw the 
Burtynsky: Oil photo exhibit at the Metivier Gallery on 
King Street. 
In other news, we have been working to update 
some of the resources in our bookroom.  As part of 
that initiative, Ms. Scholl piloted a new collection of 
novels with her grade ten class.    
   For students who are selecting next year’s 
courses, don’t forget that in addition to the 
compulsory English classes, our department offers 
several fantastic electives, including grade eleven 
media (EMS 3O1), grade twelve media (IDC 4U/O1), 
and grade twelve writer’s craft (EWC 4U/C1).   
 
 

    Starting next year, we are also offering a grade ten 
literacy skills course (ELS 2O1/8).  This course is 
designed for students who have passed grade nine 
English, but who are seeking to improve their 
essential reading and writing skills.  The skills in this 
course can be applied to all subjects and will give 
students the literacy support they need in order to 
graduate. It is strategically placed in the first 
semester so that these skills can be applied in 
second semester’s Ontario Secondary Schools 
Literacy Test. 
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Spelling Success with I.C.T. 
   Recognizing that information communication technology (ICT) touches all of us in many aspects of our 
lives, and that the information technology industry provides wonderful skills training and career 
opportunities, Northview is very excited to be planning a Specialist High Skills Major (“SHSM”) program in 
ICT. 
   Specialist High Skills Major programs are part of an Ontario ministry initiative to provide students with the 
opportunity to customize their high school experience and to build on their own particular strengths and 
interests. Information communication technology is just one of the 18 industry sectors included in this 
Ontario-wide program which covers a broad range of industries from Arts and Culture, to Aerospace and 
Aviation, to Energy.  
   Whether students are bound for college, the workplace, university, or an apprenticeship, Northview will 
provide interested students with a package of courses, co-operative education placements and other 
industry and class activities to enhance their learning. It is anticipated that the program will be open to 
Grades 11 and 12 students, starting in September 2011. 
   Students completing the program will have the benefit of focused and industry-relevant learning, 
recognition by post-secondary institutions and potential employers, and a special designation on their high 
school diploma.  
   Students should be encouraged to check out this program at upcoming information sessions – even if 
they do not feel that computer technology is a good fit for them currently. They may find that a background 
and some knowledge of this technology will serve them well in the future. 
 

Holiday Assembly 
By Amanda MacDonald 
   Northview put on its annual holiday assembly on Friday December 17, 2010.  This year the singing of the 
national anthem was done Mr. Burke’s class, who did a great job in opening up the festivities. The masters
of ceremonies for the show were Kimberly Craig along with Anthony Tran, Taylor Lindsey Noel and 
Charlotte Lucas. The group interacted with the audience and got everybody excited. There were numerous 
dances; a crowd favourite was performed by the boys. Luis happened to capture everyone’s eye in his pink 
wig. The singing included the infamous teachers’ band with Ms. Vassiliadis as vocals, who sang “Taking 
Care of Business”. Evgeni Varakin’s band sang “Losing Touch”. SAC tried to outdo the teachers’ act, and 
although it was great I must say, the soap opera “Que hora es?” and the dance to “Can’t Touch This” was 
the winner. Northview loves to see our teachers dance, sing and even speak in Spanish - or try to. Maybe 
Ms. Scholl should keep teaching them. All in all, the holiday assembly had a great turn out and everyone 
seemed to enjoy it.  
 

Bio: Ben Mathai 
By Amanda MacDonald 
   Some students like to believe that their teachers have no lives and sleep in the school. Others like to 
believe that their teachers live a mysterious double life. That may be the case for some, like Northview's 
own Ben Mathai. He was born and raised in Parry Sound, Ontario. Mr. Mathai, a teacher and a funny one 
at that, is also a comedian. Throughout university Mr. Mathai had always wanted to try comedy, once, but 
after his first show where he beat 13 competitors he realized he would continue to make people laugh, 
inside and outside of the classroom. For the past 13 years Mr. Mathai has been performing shows all over 
Toronto and even in Montreal. In 2001 he won a Just For Laughs competition in Hamilton. His students 
have realized that they love his class. The reason is that he works some of his jokes into the class 
conversations. "If the students laugh, the adults usually do too." says Ben Mathai. Not to worry parents, Mr. 
Mathai has a clean style of comedy that is based on personal experience and even his family too. Who 
knows, maybe there are more Northview teachers who have a whole other side to them; one shouldn't be 
quick to assume. 
 
 


