
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
This second newsletter, of this academic year, highlights many activities and 
events Northview staff and students were involved with. These articles, proses 
and pictures are clear indications of the high levels of creativity, academic 
rigour and engagement each and every member of our community embraces. As 
a result, our students have the opportunity to choose from a variety of 
programs and activities to gain experience, growth and success. Please 
continue to support your sons/daughters and encourage them to take part in 
those activities, be they sports, clubs, contests, etc. It is a well-established 
fact that Northview Heights Secondary School offers its students-a safe, caring 
and supportive learning environment.   
 
Included with this newsletter is a copy of your son/daughter’s final report card 
for semester one.  Please discuss the report card with him/her and, should you 
have any questions, please call the school at 416-395-3290. 
 
Semester two has already started.  Very soon, our students will be asked to 
complete their course selections for next year.  The selection process is a task 
of significant importance since it can determine their future educational and 
career plans.  Students are asked to discuss his/her course selections with 
teachers, guidance counsellors and with parents.  
 
I am delighted to announce that Northview’s council executives are Ms. 
Elizabeth Birchell (Chair) and Ms. Helen Volhard (Vice Chair). Please join us at 
the next school council meeting on Tuesday, February 23, 2010 at 7:00pm. 
 
First semester was a tremendous success at Northview and we are looking 
forward to another one.  Our school continues to grow and thrive because of 
the strong partnership that exists between its students, staff, parents and the 
school community.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Peter Paputsis 
Principal 
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CyberARTS  
The CyberARTS program had the privilege of being a Top 
Story on the TDSB website during the month of 
December. “It’s a unique TDSB program that wouldn’t 
[have] even been possible a few decades ago.” Our 
students’ traditional and digital artwork received 
recognition within our school community and 
internationally. Rogers Cable Network showcased 
CyberARTS student video work during the months of 
November and December on their show High School Rush. 
The Senior CyberARTS class hosted a second group of 
visiting teachers from Su-On College and York University. 
The vocational art teachers from Jiangsu Province in 
China were very interested to see our students at work 
and how we prepare them for future careers in the arts. 
 
Visiting Ontario Arts Council artist, Gunnel Hag worked 
with Grades 10 and 11 Visual Arts classes along with the 
Fashion Class to create fabric panels and sculptures. In 
December, Ripple Effect, a presentation of the work was 
exhibited in our school library. As a celebration we 
hosted a reception at lunchtime, with the artist in 
attendance along with students who participated in the 
project.  
 
During the last week of semester I classes Senior 
CyberARTS students had their digital portfolios evaluated 
by industry professionals. The visiting artists and 
designers included Katelynn Ubbi, former CyberARTS grad 
and recent OCAD grad; Kurt Lehner, Animation Artist; 
David Waldman, Photographer and former CyberARTS 
grad along with Khalid Mokhtarzada, Executive Director, 
PixelDreams. The Senior CyberARTS class will be going to 
their Co-op placements next semester and we wish them 
the best.  
 
The future also promises some exciting collaborative 
projects that are scheduled to start this month. 
Northview is one of 10 schools that selected to work with 
the Institute for Contemporary Culture at the ROM on a 
large installation artwork. Also, a media arts project is 
being developed with the School of Design at George 
Brown College and the Sony Centre. Both initiatives offer 
our students great opportunities to experience real world 
connections in the arts. 

 

APGA News Update! 
Veronika Bauer (alumna) was named to 
the Canadian Olympic team in freestyle 
skiing.  The Vancouver Winter Olympics 
is her third in a row.  She competed in 
Salt Lake City and Turin. She ranked in 
10th and 12th, respectively, in the 
world.   
 
Veronika is an inspiration for all of us. 
Northview staff have helped all our 
athletes achieve academic success 
while pursuing their sports. 

Northview’s Art Students 

APGA Student - Maryam B. APGA Student – Nicholas C. APGA Student – Matthew S. 
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Second semester is underway and Honours Math, Science and Technology 
students continue to excel!  Great academic and leadership successes were 
achieved first semester; we look forward to the challenges our students will 
face over the next several months.  The grade 11 HMST students are to be 
commended for their success in the cross-curricular project with the grade 
12 World Issues class.  They displayed their problem solving capabilities in 
designing and constructing water filter prototypes for developing nations.  
Grade 9 students are continuing their studies in math, science and 
technology.  Most recently grade 9 students completed building cardboard 
boats and VEX robots.  Our grade 10 and 11 students have also been diligent 
in acting as mentors to new grade 9 HMST students.  Great friendships are 
fast forming. While course work keeps our students busy, they are still 
finding time to compete in the University of Waterloo math contests, Skills 
Canada and the upcoming University of Waterloo physics and chemistry 
contests.   

 

 

Northview Staff, Students and visiting artist - Gunnel Hag 

The Arts 
An exciting opportunity has presented itself for 
our Art department. The Royal Ontario Museum 
and the Institute for Contemporary Culture have 
collaborated to create a large art piece, to 
complement an exhibition of artworks by the 
Ghanayan artist El-Anatsouei. Northview’s art and 
CyberArts departments have been invited to take 
part in the project.  The work, representing the 
students of over 12 schools across the Toronto 
area, will be completed in late Spring, with the 
unveiling at the ROM in Autumn 2010. This is a 
terrific opportunity for our students to be 
contributors of Toronto’s cultural community. 
 
 The production of Grease is in high gear, in 
preparation for its debut in April. Rumour has it 
that the auditorium sound system will be re-
vamped in time for the show!  More to follow. 

Northview Student’s Art Work 
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Cooperative Education 
The teachers in the Co-op Department are extremely proud of the successes their students achieved this 
semester.  They were very successful at their placements which were in the following fields: 
Sunnybrook, Toronto General Hospitals, veterinary clinics, a law office, Xerox Canada, automotive 
placements, hairstylists, Toronto Fire Service, computer service, Procter & Gamble, retail and teaching. 
We are pleased to report that 11 students were hired in part-time or summer employment. Hurray! 
 
On January 27, 2010 Northview hosted the Construction Trades Exploration Symposium with 
representatives from stakeholder groups.  These attendees were students from the program, an alumna, 
parents, Education Sector Partnership, TDSB Board personnel, George Brown College, Ministry of Training
Colleges and Universities, construction builders and union representatives.  Students, came from various 
TDSB schools, shared views and benefits of the program.  We are encouraged to continue to make 
inroads in providing these experiences for all students interested in the Construction Sector.  It was 
exciting to hear that most students who graduated January 2010 were hired on full time capacity by 
their placements. We hope this very unique program will be replicated across Canada. 
 

 
Construction Trades Exploration Symposium  

From the Culinary Arts Department 
It’s hard to believe the year is half over. 2010 is a month old and winter is slowly moving aside for spring. 
As with all things there are seasons.  We have said our goodbyes’ and best wishes to Ms. Hand (retired) in 
June and now we welcome Ms. Harvey to Northview and the Culinary Arts Department. Ms. Harvey brings a 
renewed energy and vitality to the department. She has already made her mark with fresh approached and
ideas. Students and staff commented, on a daily basis, how wonderful the pastries and desserts look and 
taste. Here’s one of our favourite recipes you can try at home.   
 
Chocolate Chip Cookie Recipe.  
Preheat oven to 350˚measure all ingredients before you begin. 
250 gram  margarine 
½ cup  g granulated sugar (regular sugar) 
¾ cup   brown Sugar (packed) 
1 1/2   teaspoon Vanilla extract  (or 1 tsp pure vanilla) 
2  eggs 
3 cups  all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon  baking soda 
¼ teaspoon  salt 
1 cup   chocolate chips 
Cream together first three ingredients in a large bowl. In a separate bowl blend eggs and vanilla. Then add
to the creamed mixture a little at a time. Sift the dry ingredients together add the dry ingredients (except 
for 1 tablespoon) to the creamed mixture and mix until just combined (do not over mix). Mix 1 tblsp of 
flour to the chips then add the chips to the dough. Scoop out onto cookie sheet and bake until light brown 
around the edges. 
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English Department 
The English department has been extremely busy since the beginning of the year.  There have been class 
trips to Romeo and Juliet at the University of Toronto, Turn of the Screw at the Campbell House Museum, 
True Love Lies at Factory Theatre, an exploration of downtown public space for the Media Studies class and 
documentary viewing at the Sheppard Grande Theatre.  More trips, which help our students engage in 
English and Media Studies outside the classroom, are planned for the rest of the semester. In addition, 
several classes were able to take part in a series of percussion workshops with guest artist Rick Monaco of 
Learning Through the Arts. He’ll be back again and in the spring.   
 
One of our Grade 10 classes, led by teacher Amy Scholl working with author Richard Scarsbrook, 
workshopped the new novel Featherless Bipeds this semester.  The work from that class was then presented 
by Ms. Scholl and Mr. Scarsbrook at a Reading Council meeting at the University of Toronto. In this way, we 
continue to seek new, relevant reading material for our students. 
 
Finally, the Writers’ Festival was another excellent turn out with our students performing original, creative 
writings.  

Grease Update 
Hello World! 
 
Talk about a hectic past few months for everyone involved in Grease. Every Grease performance we rehearsed
seems to be better than the last. Destination Northview couldn’t have gone any better than it did, and the Winter 
Assembly was absolutely amazing. I’m so proud of the hard work everyone has put into this play. 
 
Every practice we perform, dance rehearsal we make, and line we run seem to be bringing us closer to the final 
performance. Sometimes our stomachs turn because of how excited we all are! Not only that, the Grease cast 
seems to get closer each day. It’s going to be really sad once we’re all done with the play, but 
don’t get all sappy on me yet, we’re only half way there! 
 
We’ve all been working hard through this whirlwind of performing and practicing, but deep down we all love it. 
This play is like our “baby”, and we can’t wait to see how the whole production turns out! Second semester, 
here the Grease cast comes! 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Hillory Renkema 
 

Canadian and World Studies/Social Sciences and Humanities 
The department had a busy fall and winter of 2009/10. We started the school year with welcoming back 
some experienced teachers as well as some new faces to the department. The students have been busy 
learning and perfecting the art of writing ISP Thesis Essays as well as perfecting their presentation skills. The 
Grade 12 students have been reading non-fiction literature and have learned how to write critical reviews. 
Civics students have ran successful election campaigns in their classes while Law classes have been busy with 
mock-trials. Quite a few of us have taken the time to bring our students on field trips to further their 
learning outside the classroom.  Thus, engaging learners through experiential learning! 
In November the department organized a very successful Remembrance Day Assembly. Both students and 
teachers worked very hard, and the end result was a great mix of remembering and reflecting on our history  
while trying to apply these lessons to our future. The next project our department will be involved with is 
Black History Month in February. Also stay tuned for new course offerings for 2010/11. New courses such as 
the Environment and Resource Management will be offered. 
Last year Northview became an EcoSchool and this is reflected in our curriculum and practices. Students, 
practice eco-conservation routines, learned at school, at home and in our communities. 
A reminder to students to pursue volunteer opportunities in order to achieve the required 40 hours for 
graduation. 
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Technological Education 
CardBoard Boat Races 
 
A group of the grade 9 HMST students will be travelling to Kitchener on 
February 25, 2010 to compete at the Skills Ontario CardBoard Boat races. 
Hui Chen, Kaixuan Chen, Karan Misra, and Jane Lee won a silver medal at 
the December 2009 Toronto CardBoard races. The December competition 
consisted of 48 teams from 6 different school boards. 
 
Construction Tour 
Dillon B., Kyle H., Alex B., Daniel N., Crystina D., Kaleen A., Mike S., 
Shahin H., Evgeny T., Trevor B. and Laimonas D. spent December 16, 2009 
at Aspen Ridge Condominium Development on Church Street, Toronto. At 
the construction site students learned about the various stages of 
condominium building construction and the wide range of skilled workers 
needed to construct the building. The tour started with the poured 
concrete and ended at a finished suite on its inspection day. During the 
two-hour tour students also learned about the educational backgrounds and 
wage scales of the many employees. The photo shows the Northview 
students on the 34th floor over looking the Toronto skyline.  
 
The next two hours of the educational excursion was spent a Carpenters’ 
Union where the students were shown the training facility. At this facility 
the students learned new information about becoming a skilled carpenter.   
  

 

Dillon B., Kyle H., Alex B., Daniel N., Crystina D., Kaleen A., Mike S., Shahin H., Evgeny T., Trevor B.l and Laimonas D 
(left to right) 

Northview Student’s Art Work  

Northview  Phoenix – Athletic Logo 
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Healthy Lifestyle Workshop 
 
The first semester at Northview was quite an eventful with a wide range of artistic performances. On 
December 2nd, the school was proud to take part in a health awareness initiative for grade nine 
students, launched by the University of New Brunswick-Humber College Bachelor of Nursing Program in 
collaboration with the Toronto District School Board. The project, hosted by third year Humber nursing 
students was a tremendous success, as it helped bring attention to subjects such as healthy 
relationships, life-style choices, and important concepts  of physical health care. 
The half day workshop began with presentations from various fascinating and inspiring guest speakers, 
all of whom provided grade nine students with valuable information regarding the importance of self 
respect, self awareness and positive life styles. The opening presentation of the workshop, facilitated 
by a martial arts expert was all about teaching students the importance of “being a sole controller of 
your body”, commented Keba Thomas, a Toronto Public Health worker. The martial arts showcase was 
followed by speeches from various social workers who provided students with more encouragement to  
leading healthy lifestyles. “Its is important for students to be introduced to guest speakers”, said the 
Youth Outreach Worker, Benoit Tardif, claiming that such interaction gives students an opportunity to 
“connect with the community”. Toronto social workers provided these grade nine pupils with a 
tremendous amount of helpful information and urged them to contact local Health Promoters, for more
advice, when facing difficult concerns.  
 
As the guest speakers completed their presentations in the auditorium, these students moved to 
classrooms, where Humber Nursing students, assisted by Northview’s own senior volunteers, continued 
the workshop. The topics of discussion were chosen by the participating Northview students in a 
previously conducted survey, which ensured that these presentations were of essential interest to the 
participants. The Humber Nursing students addressed the issues of puberty, pregnancy and sexual 
health, and provided helpful tips to leading healthy relationships and making positive life style choices.
Following the presentations, the grade nine students received a complimentary lunch and were given 
an opportunity to ask questions to the nursing students. 
 
The workshop was a success for both Northview and Humber students. It allowed them to engage in 
thought-provoking discussions. It is crucial to encourage young students and provide them with 
information to help them lead healthy and productive lives. The (UNB)-Humber Bachelor of Nursing 
students worked alongside with Northview Heights SS, and successfully accomplished the goal of 
educating grade nine students about healthy lifestyles and healthy choices.  
 
By: Julie Yulia Retunskaya 

Northview Students Collected 375 pounds of food 
during the Autumn Food Drive. 
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Academic Program for Gifted Athletes (APGA) and the 
Vancouver Olympics     
 
The Vancouver Winter Olympics will begin on February 12, 2010. Vanessa Crone (our APGA alumna) and 
her partner Paul Poirier will be competing in this Winter Olympics in Figure Skating for Canada.  They 
are the current Senior National Canadian Silver Medalists in Ice Dance.  Congratulations to both Vanessa 
and Paul and we wish them success in Vancouver.  Also moving up in position this year is Olivia Martin 
(alumna) and her partner Alvin Chau who are this year’s Junior National Silver Medalists in ice dance.   
Well done skaters! 

APGA’s athlete Mary B has now qualified for the Junior 
National team in Karate.  Maryam continues to train for 
the big event later this school year. Nicholas’ sport is 
taekwondo, missed a Junior National Qualifier because of 
an injury.  He is now training and we wish him a speedy 
recovery. 
 
Matthew S is our grade 12 soccer player.  He now joins the 
3 other APGA athletes who have confirmed acceptance and 
signed with American universities to receive an athletic 
scholarship this fall.  Matthew is interested in studying 
kinesiology and will attend Winthrop University in South 
Carolina. Well done Matthew! 
 
With the Olympics in less then 2 weeks, Canadians and the 
world look forward to the opening ceremonies and the 
competitions.  We wish all athletes success. Everyone will 
of course watch their favorite sports and Olympians.  The 
figure skating events begin February 14 - 25 so keep an eye 
out for Vanessa Crone and Paul Poirier, in Ice Dance.   The 
woman’s freestyle aerials are schedule to begin February 
20, 2010 with Veronika Bauer as our only Canadian 
qualifier.  Good luck Olympians and “go Canada go”! 

 

Construction Trades Exploration Symposium  

Northview Student’s Art Work  


