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Course Overview 
Life Drawing – Visual Arts 

Prerequisite:  AVI2O 
Course Developers: Jill Ingram 
Last Revised:  June 2007 

Course Description 
This course focuses on studio activities involving skeletal drawings and live models.  Students 
will create drawings and paintings that explore a wide range of media, and will evaluate art 
works, providing grounds for their aesthetic judgments.  They will also examine historical and 
cultural contexts of Western art (including Canadian art) and art from various world cultures to 
support their study of life drawing. 
 
Ministry Document 
The Ontario Curriculum Grades 11 and 12, 2000. 

Units:  Titles and Time 
Unit 1 Study of the human skeleton. 30 hours 
Unit 2 Sketch book experimentation (This unit is on-going throughout the course.) 10 hours 
Unit 3 Art History (This unit is on-going throughout the course.) 15 hours 
Unit  4 Drawing animals (This unit contains practical exam assessment.) 10 hours 
Unit 5 Drawing professional models 30 hours 
 Unit 6  Culminating Activity: Self-portrait  15 hours 

 
Unit Overviews  

Unit 1: Study of the human skeleton. 
Unit Description 
In this introductory unit, students learn skeletal anatomy and how to draw it.  They learn the 
names of all of the bones and draw them. 
 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

1. Hands and 
Feet 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Examine one’s own hands and feet 
• Draw three hands and feet (their own and 

others)  Throughout this process, students will  
• Focus on a tone 
• Focus on proportion and form  

2. Skeletal 
hands and feet 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Work with skeletons in class to devise a 
composition that shows the bones in tone, 
examining their unique shapes. 

3. 3 bones that 
work together 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Select 3 bones that work together as a unit to 
devise a composition that emphasizes the 
structure of the bones as well as the elements 
and principles of design. 



4. half the 
skeleton 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Draw in pencil or paint in water colour 
showing a complete figure, half of which is in 
skeletal form and must include a setting. 

Unit 2: Sketchbook Experimentation. 
Unit Description 
Students will work on this unit throughout the course.  They will submit 4 sketches for each of 
September through November and January through May.  No sketches are required for December 
and June.  The teacher will provide sketchbook parameters. 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

Report 1 
November 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 
(15% of Term Mark) 

• Students will have completed 8 sketches for 
this report.  

2. Report 2 
February 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Students will have completed 16 sketches for 
this report. 

3. Report 3 
April 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Students will have completed 24 sketches for 
this report. 

4. Report 4 
June 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Students will have completed all sketches – in 
total – 32. 

Unit 3: Art History 
Unit Description 
Students will be instructed in Art History before beginning Unit 5.  They will be assessed on their 
application of this knowledge through their art work marked in Unit 5. 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 
Study of 
Painters – 
15th century 
to modern 
times 

Students will be assessed 
through the application of 
their Art History 
knowledge in their 
drawings/paintings in 
Unit 5. 

• Through video, films and prints, students will 
study works …….  In order to provide them 
with exemplars for their work in Unit 5.  
Composition, technique, hidden meaning and 
the life of particular paintings are studied. 

 
 



Unit 4: Drawing Animals 
Unit Description 
Through drawing live animals, students learn to catch the character of a moving model.  Students 
will work at the Royal Winter Fair, collecting reference drawings and photographs.  From this 
reference, students will draw or paint an animal for the practical section of the December exam. 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

1. Reference 
drawings and 
photos 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Student will complete several sketches of 
animals of their choice. 

2. 2 short 
studies 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Students will produce a sustained water colour 
or pencil crayon study of an animal seen at The 
Royal Winter Fair. 

3. Practical 
Exam 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• This exam will focus on their knowledge of the 
human skeleton. 

Unit 5: Drawing Professional Models 
Unit Description 
Through a study of gesture, weight, mass, volume, plumb-lines and proportion, students learn to 
see shapes, angularity vs. roundness, character/body type; movement and visual weight.  Studies 
in tone will be done in pencil, vine, charcoal, conte, pastel, ink and watercolour renderings.  
Anatomy includes study of the human body as it relates to artists.  A study of proportion, 
composition and size relationships of body parts are included in single figure compositions. 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

Students will 
draw models.  
There will be 
approximately 
30 classes with 
live models. 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 
 
On-going formative 
assessment will take place 
throughout the unit. 

• Proportion and Line 
• Mass Composition 
• Form 
• Emphasis 

Unit 6: Culminating Activity – Self-Portrait 
Unit Description 
The culminating activity includes a self-portrait in watercolour or pencil crayon.  The focus is on 
composition, techniques, design elements and principles, such as emphasis, value and form.  
Students bring forth learned knowledge, which is gained throughout the course, to produce a 
strong technical drawing. 
 
 



Activity Assessment Focus  
Draw a self-
portrait 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

• Technical drawing 
• Pigment 
• Composition 
• Emphasis 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the three strands are listed separately in the policy document, 
instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  

 
Unit Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 

1Study of the Human 
Skeleton 

Independent work, teacher-directed discussion, brainstorming, self-discovery, 
shared reflection, self-assessment, debate 

2. Sketch Book 
Experimentation 

Hand-outs, brainstorming, student research, projects, teacher as facilitator, 
demonstration, experimentation, problem-solving, proposal writing, 
questioning, video-taping  

Art History Video, film, prints, discussion, compare/contrast, research 
Drawing Animals 
 

Independent experimentation, teacher as facilitator, problem-solving 

Drawing professional 
Animals 

Independent work, problem-solving, technical skill practice, self-assessment, 
formative assessment 

Culminating Activity: 
Self-Portrait 

Independent work, self-discovery, critique, peer feedback, experimentation 

 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through their art works. The 
Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather assessments that demonstrate the students’ abilities to 
think and analyse what it is they have learned. Finally, the Communication category comprises 
assessments of how well the students communicate orally, in writing, and through their drawings 
and paintings. 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  Learning Skills (Homework 
Completion, Independent Work, Team Work, Initiative) play a critical role in the achievement of 
curriculum expectations.  It is the school’s expectation that all assignments be submitted on time.   
 
Overall evaluation of the course is divided as follows:  
 
Term Work  - 70%  
Culminating Performance Task  -  30%.  
 
The weighting of the Achievement Chart categories in this course is equal weight of: 
Knowledge/Understanding 



Application 
Communication 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Culminating Performance Task – 30% 
 

Culminating 
Performance 

Task 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application Per Cent 
Value 

Self-portrait 
sketches and 
full-size rough 
piece  

 x 

 
 
 x  

10% 

Self-Evaluation 
x  

 
  

Checked for 
Completeness 

 
Final drawing/ 
painting x x 

x 
x 

20% 

Peer Feedback 
Critique   

 
x 

Checked for 
Completeness 

 
 
 
 
Textbooks and/or Essential Resources 
 
Hultgren, Ken.  The Art of Animal Drawing.  McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York: 1950. 
 
Flint, Tom and Stanyer, Peter.  Anatomy for the Artist.  Indigo Books., Toronto: 2002. 
 
Mendelowitz, Daniel M.  Drawing. Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Inc., New York: 1967. 
 
Peck, Stephen Rogers.  Atlas of Human Anatomy for the Artist.  Oxford University Press, 
New York: 1966. 
 
Atlas of Anatomy.  TAJ Books Ltd., Surrey, England: 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


