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Course Overview 
 
Course Developers: John Blakey, Kym Elder, Elaine Low, & Kim Snider 

Course Description 
 
This course emphasizes analytic reading, writing, oral communication, and thinking skills that 
students need for success in secondary school academic programs and their daily lives. Students 
will study and interpret texts from contemporary and historical periods, including plays, short 
stories, and short essays, and will investigate and create media works. An important focus will be 
the correct and effective use of spoken and written language.  

Units:  Titles and Time 
Unit 1 Prose and Short Fiction 20 hours 
Unit 2 Novel Study (autobiography/biography) I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 30 hours 
Unit 3 Media Literacy  15 hours 
Unit  4 Shakespeare A Midsummer Night’s Dream 30 hours 
Unit 5 Prose writing (news article and essay) 15 hours 
 Unit 6  Culminating Activity 10 hours 

 
Unit Overviews 
 
Unit 1: Prose and Sort Fiction 
 
Unit Description 
 
This unit will focus on students identifying and analyzing content, style and structure in short 
pieces of writing. Emphasis will be placed on identifying literary and poetic devices. Time will 
also be spent on reviewing and learning conventions of short stories, articles, essays and poetry. 
The texts used for literature and other short pieces are: Crossroads and Language & Writing 9. 
The writing skills and terminology source book is ResourceLines 9/10. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
First-person 
narrative 

Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Pre-reading strategies, journal writing 
about an embarrassing moment, class 
discussion and informal oral presentation, 
reading aloud in a small group, 
comprehension questions, structural 
organizer for a narrative essay. Listening to 
speeches and detecting structural and 
poetic devices used. Responding with a 
found poem.  

Short story Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Creating an original piece of writing based 
on the short story, but told from a different 
point of view. Graphic organizers for the 
elements of a short story. Introduction to 
parts of speech. Self and peer evaluation of 
short fiction. 



Independent reading Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Class time and homework time will be for 
independent reading of a novel or book of 
the students’ choice. The selection should 
be either an autobiography or biography. 
The written assignment involves 
brainstorming, a rough draft and a final 
edited & revised draft. The writing piece is 
3-paragraph response to either what the 
reader has learned or about the writing 
style.  

 
 Unit 2: Novel Study  
 
Unit Description 
 
This unit will focus on the study and interpretation of Maya Angelou’s novel I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings. This study will include special attention to historical, political and cultural 
aspects of this novel.  
 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Mini-reports Communication Oral presentations of the independent 

reading books. These can be done in front 
of the whole class or in small groups. 

Independent reading Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Identification of elements of the story, 
poetic and literary devices.  

Listening exercises Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

Audio-taped segments of the novel will be 
charted and discussed. Vocabulary 
development exercises, plus literary & 
poetic devices identification will be 
emphasized. Mini-lectures on segregation 
and the Civil Rights movement. 

Viewing exercises Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

Videotaped segments of the novel will be 
charted and discussed. Investigation of 
video techniques. Followed by discussions.  

Working directly 
with the text 

Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Independent and group reading activities. 
Reading strategies, especially skimming 
techniques, will be emphasized. Found 
poetry work will focus on the themes and 
issues in the novel. Journal responses will 
focus on contemporary comparisons. 
Quizzes and tests. 

Paragraphing Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Spelling strategies, apostrophe usage and 
paragraph composition are the key areas 
considered.  The literary response and 
support-opinion paragraphs will be 
emphasized. Self and peer evaluation.  

December 
examination 

Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

Includes a sight passage with 
accompanying questions, which are 
comprehension and identification of 



Communication literary and poetic devices. Students are 
expected to write a first-person narrative on 
an assigned topic. And write two paragraph 
responses to the themes in the novel. 

 
Unit 3: Media Literacy 
 
Unit Description 
 
This unit will focus mainly on print advertisements; however, an introduction to media literacy 
will frame the unit’s study. Students will examine the impact and techniques of advertisers.  
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Media literacy Knowledge 

Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

Discussions about representation and the 
impact of “images of beauty”, 
advertisements as art, and use of language. 
Readings and responses to deconstruction 
strategies. Analysis of anti-advertisements. 
Viewing of video and comprehension 
questions. Terminology test. 

Structure and 
design of 
advertisements 

Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Analysis of magazine structure and 
advertisements. Creation of an 
advertisement. “Dream” product or an anti-
ad. 

 
 
Unit 4: Shakespeare 
 
Unit Description 
 
This dramatic unit will introduce students to the elements of a play and the time and language of 
Shakepeare. A Midsummer Night’s Dream will be read, discussed and acted in each class.  
 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Reading of the text Knowledge 

Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Guest speaker and workshop on the 
language of the Bard, internet and print 
research on his life and times, small group 
reading exercises, comprehension 
questions, character and plot organizers, 
problem-solving letters, poetic 
connections, and journal and supported-
opinion writing. Comprehension test with a 
supported-opinion paragraph on a theme. 

Storyboard Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Creation of a 6-10 cell storyboard. 

News article Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Using the news article format, with models 
from various news papers, students will 



Application 
Communication 

report on the conclusion of the play. 

 
 
Unit 5: Prose Writing 
 
Unit Description 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
News Article  Knowledge 

Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Review conventions of the form. Create an 
article featuring an event at Rosedale 
Heights Secondary School with a partner.  

Essay Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Informal and formal essays on topics of the 
students’ choice. Emphasis on thesis 
statements and linking ideas. 

 
 
Unit 6: Culminating Activity 
 
Unit Description 
 
This 4-week project allows students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the 
Grade 9 English course. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Anthology on a 
theme, character 
type, social issue, or 
symbol. 

Knowledge 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Five different genre or media must be used. 
Students select the focus for their 
anthology. They must also determine the 
way to link the five selections together.  
Research time and writing time is 
supervised in class. Self and peer edit time 
is allotted. A display copy must be created. 
Finally products must be presented orally 
to the whole class. 

 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the various strands of the curriculum are listed separately in the 
policy document, instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  

 
 

Unit Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 
Prose and Short 
Fiction 

Independent work, group work, teacher-directed discussion, brainstorming, 
whole-group collaboration, journal writing, self-assessment, role-playing, 
problem-solving, adapt a work of literature from one medium to another with an 



oral presentation, reading aloud, graphic organizers for the elements of a short 
story, diagrams, vocabulary development exercises, introduction to parts of 
speech. 

Novel Study 
(autobiography/ 
biography) 

Handouts, logs, group discussion, historical & thematic analysis, brainstorming, 
independent reading and writing based on another autobiography/biography, 
teacher as facilitator, listening exercises (audio and videotape), lecture, oral 
reports, information sharing, analytical writing, peer-editing, revising, problem-
solving, poetry writing and analysis, paragraph composition, spelling strategies, 
silent reading. 

Media Literacy Group work & group dynamics, independent work, analysis of magazine 
structure and advertising, ad creation copy, artwork and multimedia), teacher-
directed lesson, analysis of anti-ad, video listening and comprehension exercises, 
discussion, oral presentations of original work. 

Shakespeare Internet and secondary source research, discussion, guest speaker and workshop, 
choral reading, lecture, punctuation exercises, spelling strategies, create own 
soliloquy, reading text aloud, character and plot organizers, problem-solving 
letters, relating poetry to text, supported opinion writing, vocabulary building.  

Prose writing  
(news article and 
essay) 

Teacher-directed lessons on form and structure, reading models of the form, 
peer-editing, self-editing, stages of writing, writing conventions, purpose and 
audience discussed and modelled. 

 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through the successful application of 
reading, writing, language, viewing and speaking skills learned throughout the course. The 
December examination includes a sight passage, first-person narrative, and paragraph responses 
related to the novel study. The Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather assessments that 
demonstrate the students’ abilities to think and analyse what it is they have learned. Finally, the 
Communication category comprises assessments of how well the students communicate orally,  
through dramatic presentations and in writing. 
 
Formative Assessment includes homework checks and follow-up exercises, comprehension 
questions, class participation, journal response writing, first drafts of prose and creative writing, 
group work skills, peer and self- assessment, work habits (silent reading material and equipment 
checks), listening exercises, following instructions,  and student-teacher conferences. 
 
Summative Assessment includes content and language skills quizzes and tests, final drafts of 
writing pieces, December examination, advertising and novel study projects, book reports, 
presentations, performances, and the culminating activity. 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  
 
Overall evaluation of the course must be divided so that Course Work is weighted 70% and the 
Culminating Performance Task is weighted 30%. Evaluation should be balanced across all four 
categories of the Achievement Chart, for both the course work and the culminating task. 



Culminating Performance Task – 30% 
 
The culminating activity is an anthology that links five different literary and art/media sources 
with a main idea.  
 

Culminating 
Performance 

Task 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application 

In-class Process     
Final product     
Presentation     
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