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Course Overview: Grade 9 English, Applied 
 
Course Developers: David Gordon and Kimberley Snider 

Course Description: This course emphasizes key reading, writing, oral communication, and 
thinking skills that students need for success in secondary school and their daily lives.  Students 
will study plays, short stories, and newspaper and magazine articles, and will describe and create 
media works.  An important focus will be the correct use of spoken and written language. 
 
Accommodations/Modifications for Exceptional Students:  Teachers will make 
accommodations/modifications fitting with students’ Individual Education Plans in consultation 
with the Special Education Department and parents/guardians.  Teachers will make frequent 
contact with Special Education teachers to report on students’ progress, voice concerns, and make 
changes.  Exceptional students will make use of Resource time to continue English work with 
their Special Education teachers. 

ENG 1P Units:  Titles and Time 
 

Unit 1 Prose and Short Fiction 18 hours 
Unit 2 Novel Study: The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole, Age 13 ¾  25 hours 
Unit 3 Media Literacy 15 hours 
Unit 4 Drama: Play Study of Marty 18 hours 
Unit 5 Poetic Forms 15 hours 
Unit 6  Prose Writing: Various Forms (in preparation for Grade 10 Literacy Test)  9 hours 
Unit 7 Culminating Activity 10 hours 

                 110 hours 
 
Unit Overviews 
 
Unit 1: Prose and Short Fiction 
 
Unit Description:  This unit will introduce students to the short story, and will focus on story 
elements (character, setting, theme, plot) and on the structure of short stories (exposition, climax, 
resolution).  Emphasis will be placed on the reading and discussion of short stories, the 
identification of content, style and structure, and on the creation of original short stories.  The 
texts used for literature and other short pieces are: Crossroads and Language and Writing 9.  The 
writing skills and terminology source book is ResourceLines 9/10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity Assessment Focus 
Elements of a Short Story Knowledge/Understanding 

Communication 
Journal writing, class 
discussion, worksheets and 
graphic organizers on 
elements of a short story.   

The Short Story – Independent 
Reading 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

Pre-reading strategies, reading 
aloud in a small group, class 
discussion, comprehension 
questions. Test on elements of 
short stories. 

Paragraphing/ Short Story 
Writing 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Application 
Communication 

Paragraph composition. 
Emphasis on descriptive and 
summary paragraphs.  Writing 
of original short story.  Self 
and peer evaluation. 

Unit 2: Novel Study 
 
Unit Description: This unit will focus on the study and interpretation of Sue Townsend’s novel 
The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Age 13 ¾.  Emphasis will be placed on investigating the diary 
form, as well as identifying elements of characterization and setting, and discussing themes and 
issues of adolescence and bullying. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Independent Reading Knowledge/Understanding 

Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

Independent and group 
reading activities, journal 
responses, comprehension 
questions, class discussion, 
quizzes and tests. 

Investigating Character, 
Setting and Themes 

Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

Creation of character sketches 
(written and drawn), creating 
timelines, setting descriptions 
(written and drawn).  Writing 
in role of a character in 
preparation for diary project. 

Diary Creation Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Creation of a “diary” from 
point of view of one character 
in the novel (includes artwork, 
writing in role, multimedia 
design). 

December Exam Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Preparation for December 
exam.  Includes a sight 
passage with accompanying 
questions on themes related to 
novel.  Students are expected 
to write a first-person 
narrative on an assigned topic.  
Students write a paragraph 
response to an issue related to 
the novel. 

 



Unit 3: Media Literacy 
 
Unit Description:  This unit will focus primarily on print advertisements, with special emphasis 
on the ways in which advertisers target and appeal to teenagers.  Students will examine the 
impact and techniques of advertisers and create print advertisements of their own. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Media – What is it? Knowledge/Understanding 

Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

Group discussions, definitions, 
handouts, viewing of print 
advertisements and anti-ads.  
Quiz on elements of a print ad. 

Targeting Teens Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

Role-playing activities, 
surveys related to students’ 
personal viewing habits, 
debate on issues related to 
advertising, journal writing on 
the impact of advertising on 
teens. 

Structure and Design of Ads Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Creation of print 
advertisements or anti-ads in 
groups. 

 
 
Unit 4: Drama: Play Study of Marty 
 
Unit Description:  This unit will introduce students to the elements of the play, script writing and 
analysis.  Paddy Chayefsky’s award-winning teleplay Marty will be read, discussed, and 
performed in class. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Paragraphing – Themes and 
Issues 

Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Teacher-in-role introduction 
exercise, supported opinion 
paragraph writing in relation 
to themes/issues of the play. 

Script Work: Reading and 
Analyzing 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Reading aloud in class, 
comprehension questions, and 
script analysis. Test on 
elements of the play. 

Getting in Role: Character 
Analysis 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Role-on-the-wall character 
activity, script analysis related 
to one character in play, 
writing in role.   

Scriptwriting and Performance Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Viewing of film version of 
Marty.  Drama exercises 
(improv, tableaux).  Students 
will write scripts of a “new 
ending” for the play and 
perform them in class. 

 



 
Unit 5: Poetic Forms 
 
Unit Description:  This unit will introduce students to the purposes and styles of poetry, as well 
as poetic terms and devices.  Students will read from a selection of poems and song lyrics and 
will create original poems of their own.  The text used for samples of poetry is Language and 
Writing 9. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Reading Poetry Thinking/Inquiry 

Communication 
 

Brainstorming, group study of 
poems, choral reading of 
poems to class, responding to 
poetry, comprehension 
questions.  

Poetic Terms and Devices Knowledge/Understanding 
Communication 
Application 

Teacher-directed lesson of 
poetic elements (simile, 
metaphor, symbol, etc.)  
Worksheets on poetic terms 
and elements.  Quiz. 

Poetry Writing Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Poetry games to inspire 
students creativity, writing of 
original poems. 

 
Unit 6: Prose Writing: Various Forms 
 
Unit Description:  This unit will focus on reviewing and learning conventions of different forms 
of writing in preparation for the Grade 10 Literacy Test.  Emphasis will be placed on the news 
article, though additional review of the summary paragraph and supported opinion paragraph may 
be included.  The writing skills and terminology source book is ResourceLines 9/10. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Viewing Newspapers and 
Magazines 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

Class discussion, survey of 
student reading practices, 
examination of sample 
newspapers, “expert” 
presentations on parts of the 
newspaper.  

Parts of the News Article Knowledge/Understanding 
 

Teacher-directed lesson of 
parts of the news article.  
Practice writing. 

Writing News Articles Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Brainstorming of news article 
topics using current issues and 
photographs as a basis for 
writing.  Editing, revision, 
proofreading. 

 



 
Unit 7: Culminating Activity 
 
Unit Description:  This four-week project allows students to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of the Grade 9 English course. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
Anthology on a theme, 
character type, social issue or 
symbol. 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Application 

Five different genre or media 
must be used.  Students select 
the focus for their anthology.  
They must also determine the 
way to link the five selections 
together.  Research time and 
writing time is supervised in 
class.  Self and peer edit time 
is allotted.  A display copy 
must be created.  Finally, 
products must be presented 
orally to the whole class. 

 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the various strands of the curriculum are listed separately in the 
policy document, instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  
 

Unit Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 
1. Prose and Short 
Fiction 

Paragraph composition, independent work, group work, teacher-directed 
discussion, brainstorming,  role-playing, graphic organizers of elements of a 
short story (plot, character, setting, etc.). Worksheets, charts and diagrams, 
independent reading of novels/short stories, creative writing of a short story.  
Vocabulary-building and grammar/spelling exercises will be delivered 
throughout this unit. 

2. Novel Study: The 
Secret Diary of Adrian 
Mole Age 13 ¾  

Hand-outs, group discussion, journal writing, brainstorming, independent 
reading, reading aloud, character analysis, writing in role, proofreading, 
editing, revising, character sketches (written and drawn), creating timelines, 
setting descriptions (written and drawn), final “diary” project (artwork, 
writing in role, multimedia). Review for December exam.  Vocabulary-
building and grammar/spelling exercises will be delivered throughout unit. 

3.  Media Literacy Group discussion of issues related to the media, handouts, journal writing, 
debate, group work, brainstorming advertising techniques, personal 
reflection, analysis of anti-advertisements, analysis of advertisements, 
creation of a print advertisement (artwork, multimedia, writing).   
Vocabulary-building and grammar/spelling exercises will be delivered 
throughout this unit. 

4.  Drama: Play Study 
of Marty  

Dramatic readings, role-playing, writing in role, character sketches (written 
and drawn), class discussion, journal writing, performance, teacher-directed 
discussion of dramatic elements such as stage directions, dramatic form, 
elements of production. Vocabulary-building and grammar/spelling exercises 
will be delivered throughout this unit. 



5.  Poetic Forms 
 
 

Brainstorming, teacher-directed discussion of poetic elements (imagery, 
devices, etc.), class presentations and reading aloud of poems, group choral 
readings, creative writing of poetry (haiku, rhyming couplets, free verse, etc), 
reading and discussion of modern song lyrics. Vocabulary-building and 
grammar/spelling exercises will be delivered throughout this unit. 

6.  Prose Writing: 
Various Forms 
 
 

Teacher-directed instruction of form and structure of writing (summary, news 
article, supported opinion paragraph, descriptive paragraph, how-to 
paragraph.  Reading/analysis of the 5W-H formula (who, what, when, where, 
why, how).  Reading models, writing in stages, proofreading, editing and 
revising of written work. 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through the successful application of 
reading, writing, language, viewing, and speaking skills learned throughout the course.  The 
December examination includes a sight passage, a first-person narrative, and a paragraph 
response to issues related to the novel study.  The Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather 
assessments that demonstrate the students’ abilities to think and analyse what it is they have 
learned. Finally, the Communication category comprises assessments of how well the students 
communicate orally, in dramatic presentation, and in writing.  
 
Formative Assessment includes: work habits (silent reading checks, equipment checks), 
listening exercises, reading exercises, following instructions, homework checks, comprehension 
questions, worksheets, classroom participation, group work skills, journal responses, first drafts 
of writing, student-teacher conferences, self- and peer-assessment.  
 
Summative Assessment includes: content and language skills, final drafts of writing, quizzes and 
tests, December examination, final projects, book reports, oral presentations, performances, and 
the final Culminating Activity project. 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  
Overall evaluation of the course must be divided so that Course Work is weighted 70% and the 
Culminating Performance Task is weighted 30%. Evaluation should be balanced across all four 
categories of the Achievement Chart, for both the course work and the culminating task. 

Culminating Performance Task – 30% 
 
The culminating activity is an anthology that links five different literary and arts/media 
sources with a main idea. 
 

Culminating 
Performance 

Task 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application 

In-class process     
Final Product     
Presentation     
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