
 
 
 
 

ROSEDALE HEIGHTS 
SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Of Study 
Grade 10 English 

 
 
 
 
 

Academic 
      ENG2D 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Overview 
 
Course Developer: Kym Elder  

Course Description 
 
Description/Rationale: This course extends the range of analytic reading, writing, oral 
communication, and thinking skills that students need for success in secondary school academic 
programs. Students will study and interpret challenging texts from contemporary and historical 
periods, including novels, poems, plays, and opinion pieces, and will analyze and create effective 
media works. An important focus will be the thoughtful use of spoken and written language. 
 
Curriculum Expectations: By the end of this course, students will: 

Literature Studies and Reading 
• read and demonstrate an understanding of a range of literary and informational texts, from 

contemporary and historical periods; 
• demonstrate an understanding of the elements of a variety of literary and informational forms, 

with a focus on novel, poems, plays, and opinion pieces; 
• identify and explain the effect of specific elements of style in a range of literary and 

informational texts; 
 
Writing 
• use a variety of print and electronic sources to gather information and explore ideas for their 

written work; 
• identify the literary and informational forms suited to various purposes and audiences and use 

the forms appropriately in their own writing with an emphasis on adopting a suitable voice; 
• use a variety of organizational techniques to present ideas and information logically and 

coherently in written work; 
• revise their written work, independently and collaboratively, with a focus on support for ideas 

and opinions, accuracy, clarity, coherence and effective use of stylistic devices; 
• edit and proofread to produce final drafts using correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation, 

according to the conventions of standard Canadian English specified for this course, with the 
support of print and electronic resources when appropriate. 

 
Language 
• use knowledge of vocabulary and language conventions to speak, write, and read competently 

and effectively using a level of language appropriate to the context; 
• use listening techniques and oral communication skills to participate in classroom discussions 

and more formal activities, such as dramatizing, presenting, debating, for a variety of 
purposes and audiences;   

 
Media Studies 
• analyze a range of media forms to identify their elements, audiences, and production 

practices, and draw conclusions about how these factors shape media works; 
• use knowledge of a range of media forms, purposes, and audiences to create media works and 

use established criteria to assess the effectiveness of the works. 
 



Units of Study 
 
Unit 1 “Beauty and 

the Beast” 
Texts: SightLines 10, Lord of the 
Flies, Resourcelines, & various 
poetry sources. 

Assessments include informal essay 
responses, novel study analysis techniques 
and tests, creations of various types of 
poetry, written analysis and knowledge of 
mythological allusions, group 
presentations and debates, and the ISU 
journal   #1. 

Mid-Oct.  Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Test 

Preparation for the Test will occur 
concurrently with Unit 1; therefore, the 4 
forms of writing will be practised and the 
course reading material will be similar. In 
addition, support material from the 
Ministry will be used in class. 

Unit 2 “Voices” Texts: Sightlines 10 Assessments: rhetorical devices and 
figures of speech examined and applied in 
short pieces, research techniques 
developed (with a special focus on internet 
research), “Words for Humanity” project 
and presentation and ISU #2 Book talk.   

Unit 3 “Diversity” Texts: Sightlines 10 Assessments: thesis statement 
development, rebuttal strategies and 
debates, and a supported-opinion essay. 

Unit 4 “Interactions”
* 

Texts: Romeo and Juliet Assessments: first-person narrative 
response essay/monologue on themes and 
symbols, plus video & viewing exercises.  

Unit 5 Independence Texts: above texts, plus own 
selections. 

CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
Assessments: a book fair display marked 
on process, product and an oral 
presentation. 

 
NOTE: The “Interactions” Unit may be moved forward in order to avoid timetabling conflicts 
with school productions. 
 
Independent Study Unit: A significant amount of time will be spent on the Independent Study. 
Students will be expected to do homework for class activities and the ISU. Marks for the ISU 
journal will be recorded in the “Literature Studies and Reading” category of the term work mark. 

 
Unit Overviews 
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Unit Description 
 
.  
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
   
   
 
 
Unit 4:  
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Unit 5: Culminating Activity 
 
Unit Description 
 
This 4-week project allows students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the 
Grade 10 English course. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
 Knowledge 

Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

The Culminating Activity will include 
oral presentations, a bi-monthly response 
journal for 1 book, a polished reader 
response journal entry, a book/film review, 



and a multimedia display for the year-end 
book festival. A display must be created. 
Finally products must be presented orally 
to the whole class, in a book fair style. 

 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the various strands of the curriculum are listed separately in the 
policy document, instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  
 

Unit Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 
“Beauty and the 

Beast” 
 

Handouts, logs, group discussion, historical & thematic analysis, brainstorming, 
independent reading and writing, comprehension questions, teacher as facilitator, 
viewing and comparison exercises (videotape), lecture on interpretive styles and 
mythological allusions, information sharing, analytical writing, peer-editing, 
revising, problem-solving, a unit test, poetry writing and analysis, paragraph 
composition, silent reading. 

“Voices”  
 

 

Teacher-directed lessons on form and structure (poetry and lyrics), reading 
models of the form and responding to questions, peer-editing, self-editing, stages 
of writing, writing conventions, purpose and audience discussed and modelled. 
Special study of rhetorical devices and figures of speech and applied in short 
pieces in the students’ writing folder. The creative writing assignment, “Words 
for Humanity”, is a poetry/song writing project and presentation. Students may 
record their pieces for the presentations. Models of poetry and songs will be used 
to assess the effectiveness of certain devices for establishing tone and meaning.  
The ISU #2 presentation will be on an independent text linked to the theme of 
“Voices”.  This presentation is informal and is a book talk with a group of peers. 

“Diversity” Teacher-directed lessons on form and structure (essay and review). Models of 
the genre will be analyzed and discussed. Informal class debates will develop the 
students’ abilities to develop an argument and create rebuttals. The persuasive 
essay assignment emphasizes thesis statement development, rebuttal strategies, 
and types of research to support an opinion. Research techniques will be 
practised and developed (with a special focus on internet research) during in-
school library periods. All process work will be assessed.  

“Interactions” 
(Shakespeare) 

Lecture, reading text aloud, small group performances, literary devices 
organizers, problem-solving discussions, relating poetry to text, supported 
opinion writing, vocabulary building.  

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through the successful application of 
reading, writing, language, viewing and speaking skills learned throughout the course. The 
December examination includes a sight passage and a literary insight essay related to the novel 
study. The Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather assessments that demonstrate the students’ 
abilities to think and analyse what it is they have learned. Finally, the Communication category 



comprises assessments of how well the students communicate orally, through dramatic 
presentations and in writing. 
 
Formative Assessment includes homework checks and follow-up exercises, comprehension 
questions, class participation, journal response writing, first drafts of prose and creative writing, 
group work skills, peer and self- assessment, work habits (silent reading material and equipment 
checks), listening exercises, following instructions, and student-teacher conferences. 
 
Summative Assessment includes content and language skills quizzes and tests, final drafts of in-
class writing pieces, the December examination, novel study projects, debates, types of essays, 
presentations, performances, and the culminating activity. 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  
 
Overall evaluation of the course must be divided so that Course Work is weighted 70% and the 
Culminating Performance Task is weighted 30%. Evaluation should be balanced across all four 
categories of the Achievement Chart, for both the course work and the culminating task. 

 
NOTE: The December examination will be 25% of the grade on the January report card; 
however, on the Final Report (June) it will only be worth 10% of the final grade (and included in 
your Term Work grade). 

Culminating Performance Task – 30% 
 
The culminating activity is a book fair style media display with two polished pieces of writing.  
Students are expected to present their media display to their peers during the final classes. 
 

Culminating 
Performance 

Task 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application 

In-class Process 3 3 3 3 
Final product 3 3 3 3 
Presentation 3 3 3 3 
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