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Course Overview 
The Writer’s Craft, Grade 12 University Preparation 

Prerequisite:  Grade 11 English, University Preparation 
Course Developer: Kimberley Snider 

Course Description 
This course emphasizes knowledge and skills related to the craft of writing. Students will analyse 
models of effective writing; use a workshop approach to produce a range of works; identify and 
use techniques required for specialized forms of writing; and identify effective ways to improve 
the quality of their writing. They will also complete a major paper as part of a creative or 
analytical independent study project and investigate opportunities for publication and for writing 
careers. 
 
Ministry Document 
The Ontario Curriculum Grades 11 and 12 

Units:  Titles and Time 
Unit 1 Discovering Your Writer’s Voice 30 hours 
Unit 2 Investigating Writers and their Craft 30 hours 
Unit 3 Experimenting With Writing Genres 30 hours 
Unit  4 Independent Study Unit: The Canon Project 10 hours  
Unit 5 Culminating Activity: Creating the Magnum Opus 10 hours 

 
 
Unit Overviews  

Unit 1: Discovering Your Writer’s Voice 
Unit Description 
This unit will introduce students to the ongoing practice and skills of creative writing, including 
elements such as character, setting, dialogue, etc.  Students will participate in journal-writing, free 
writing, and prompt work exercises and will form workshop groups that will meet biweekly to 
share writing and provide feedback on writing pieces.  Students will use this feedback to edit, 
revise, and polish written pieces for submission along with a written reflection on the workshop 
process.  Finally, students will discuss how writers find sources of inspiration for writing, and 
will collect and write from inspirational pieces, with a particular emphasis on music and images.  
This work will culminate in the final summative assignment of the Sound and Image Journal. 
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

1. Mastering 
the Basics 

Practising the Writer’s 
Craft 

Journal and free writing exercises 
Writing activities focussing on character, setting, point-
of-view, dialogue, stream-of-consciousness 

2. Introduction 
to the Writer’s 
Workshop 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft 

Discussion of the writing process, with emphasis on 
giving and receiving feedback, editing skills 
Formation of workshop groups 
First workshop meeting and submission 

3. Finding 
Inspiration 

Practising the Writer’s 
Craft, Investigating the 
Writer’s Craft 

Journal and free writing exercises 
Writing from inspirational objects, music and images 
Completion of the Sound and Image Journal project 



Unit 2: Investigating Writers and their Craft 
Unit Description 
This unit will focus on the study and analysis of published works by well-known writers.  
Students will read, discuss and respond personally to short stories and poetry, and will read about 
and discuss authors’ attitudes to the writing process.  Through participating in a number of in-
class writing activities, students will prepare for their midterm examination, in which they will 
plan and write original short stories based on a selected prompt. 
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

1. Examining 
the Short Story  

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft 

Basic elements of the short story 
Short story structure 
Close analysis of selected short stories 

2. Short Story 
Writing 

Practising the Writer’s 
Craft 

Journal and free writing exercises, with an emphasis on 
using prompts to begin short stories 
Midterm examination 

3. 
Experimenting 
with Poetry 

Practising the Writer’s 
Craft 

Review of poetic devices 
Introduction to poetic genres 
Close analysis of a variety of poems from different 
genres 
Poetry writing activities 

 

Unit 3: Experimenting With Writing Genres 
Unit Description 
This unit will introduce students to writing in various genre forms, including children’s literature, 
scriptwriting, comics, satirical essays, and other genres that will be determined by the teacher 
based on student interest.  Students will draft, edit, and polish writing assignments in different 
forms and share writing in their workshop groups for feedback and revision in preparation for 
submission.  Students will work with elementary students in creating an original children’s 
picture book. 
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

1. Introduction 
to Children’s 
Literature 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft, Practising the 
Writer’s Craft 

History of children’s literature lecture 
Reading and close study of children’s picture books 
Field trip to elementary school for student interviews 
Creating picture books 
Field trip to read and give children’s books to 
elementary students 

2. Satirical 
Essays 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft, Practising the 
Writer’s Craft 

Study of models 
Practice writing activities 

3. Script and 
Playwriting 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft, Practising the 
Writer’s Craft 

Study of models 
Practice writing activities 

3. Exploring 
Alternative 
Genres  

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft, Practising the 
Writer’s Craft 

Study of models 
Practice writing activities  
Guest lecturers 

 
 



Unit 4: Independent Study Unit: The Canon Project 
Unit Description 
The independent study unit focuses on the literary canon—both what is included and what it 
excluded from it.  Students will choose two books for independent study: one from the list of 100 
Greatest Books, and one from the list of 100 Banned Books.  Over the course of the year, students 
will conduct research on the authors, analyze the style and content of the books and produce 
research projects on their studies.   
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

1. Choosing 
Books for 
Study 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft 

Introduction of project 
Library visit and book talks 
Independent reading and note-taking 

2. Research 
and 
Preparation 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft, Practising the 
Writer’s Craft 

Library research 
Writing an argumentative essay 

3. Preparing 
the Report 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft, Practising the 
Writer’s Craft 

Workshop sessions focussing on feedback for essay and 
creative piece 
Censorship debate (optional) 

 

Unit 5: Culminating Activity: Creating the Magnum Opus 
Unit Description 
For the culminating activity project in this course, students will revisit their writing folders and 
choose pieces to redraft, edit, and polish.  Students will learn about the history of literary 
magazines and zines and will be visited by guest speakers to discuss using literary magazines and 
independent publishing as avenues to getting published and working in the writing field.  Finally, 
students will publish their own literary magazines/zines, which represent their work over the 
duration of the course, and will present their work to the class as part of a literary festival.    
 
Activity Assessment Focus  

1. Reflection 
on Writing 
Process 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft 

Rereading of journals 
Selection of focus for magazine/zine 

2. Examining 
Models  

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft 

Guest lecturer 
Reading of sample magazines/zines 
Focus on writing credo statements, editor’s pages, etc. 

3. Literary 
Magazine/ 
Zine 
Preparation 

Practising the Writer’s 
Craft 

Writing time 
Workshop/editing sessions 

3. Presentation 
of Literary 
Magazines/ 
Zines 

Investigating the Writer’s 
Craft, Practising the 
Writer’s Craft 

Literary festival 
Presentations of magazines and reading aloud of written 
works 

  



Teaching/Learning Strategies 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the strands are listed separately in the policy document, 
instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  

 
Unit Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 

1. Discovering Your 
Writer’s Voice 

Independent work, group work, teacher-directed discussion, shared reflection, 
brainstorming, handouts, examining models, reading aloud, exploratory 
exercises, self-assessment, journal and free writing, reflection writing, in-
class writing, peer feedback. 

2. Investigating 
Writers and their Craft 

Independent work, group work, teacher-directed discussion, handouts, 
examining and reading models, literary analysis, exploratory exercises, 
journal and free writing, conferencing, formal examination. 

3. Experimenting With 
Writing Genres 

Independent work, group work, teacher-directed discussion, handouts, 
examining models, reading aloud, exploratory exercises, journal and free 
writing, reflection writing, in-class writing, peer feedback, lectures, guest 
lecturers, field trips. 

4. Independent Study 
Unit: The Canon 
Project 

Independent work, teacher-directed discussion, handouts, independent 
reading and writing, library research, peer feedback, debate. 

5. Culminating 
Activity: Creating the 
Magnum Opus 

Independent work, brainstorming, handouts, examining models, exploratory 
exercises, journal and free writing, in-class writing, peer feedback, guest 
lecturers, oral presentations. 

 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning. University 
Preparation courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills they need to 
meet the entrance requirements for university programs and success in various university 
programs and careers. Information gathered through assessment helps the teacher to determine 
students’ strengths and weaknesses in their achievement of the curriculum expectations in this 
course. Assessment and evaluation are based on the provincial curriculum expectations and the 
achievement levels. 
 
In order to ensure that assessment and evaluation are valid, reliable and equitable, and that they 
lead to the improvement of student learning, the teacher should use assessment and evaluation 
strategies that: 



• address both what students learn and how well they learn; 
• are based on both the categories and descriptors of the achievement chart; 
• are varied in nature, administered over a period of time, and designed to provided 
• opportunities for students to demonstrate the full range of their learning; 
• are fair to all students; 
• accommodate the needs of exceptional students, and ensure that they are consistent with the 

strategies outlined in students’ Individual Education Plans, and take into consideration the 
goals outlined in students’ Annual Education Plans; 

• ensure that each student is given clear directions for improvement; 
• include the use of samples of students’ work that provide evidence of their achievement 
 are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the course and at other 
appropriate points throughout the course. 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  Learning Skills (Homework 
Completion, Independent Work, Team Work, Initiative) play a critical role in the achievement of 
curriculum expectations.  It is the school’s expectation that all assignments be submitted on time.   
 
Overall evaluation of the course is divided as follows:  
 
Term Work  - 70%  
Culminating Performance Task  -  30%.  
 
The weighting in this course is: 

Culminating Performance Task – 30% 
 

Culminating 
Performance Task 

Practicing the Writer’s 
Craft 

Investigating the 
Writer’s Craft 

Per Cent Value 

Process 
In-class writing 
deadlines (credo, 
editor’s page, about the 
author, writing pieces) 

 
 
 X 

 
10% 

Product 
Finished Literary 
Magazine 

 
X  

 
15% 

Presentation 
Participating in Literary 
Festival 

           
            X 

 
5% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


