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Course Overview 
 

Course Title: Geography of Canada 
 
Course Developer: Dana Lowes  

Course Description 
This course draws upon students’ everyday experiences and uses a variety of frameworks, 
including the ecozone framework, to help students learn about the geography of Canada and the 
country’s place in the global community.  Students will investigate the interconnections among 
the country’s landforms, climate, soils, plants, animals, and human activities in order to 
understand Canada’s character and diversity. 

Units:  Titles and Time 
Unit 1 Natural Systems 25 hours 
Unit 2 Human Systems 25 hours 
Unit 3 Human Impact on the Environment 25 hours 
Unit  4 Global Interactions 25 hours 
 Unit 5  Sustainable Development 10 hours 

Unit Overviews  

Unit 1: Natural Systems 
Unit Description 
The unit on natural systems introduces the students to the concept of Ecozones; their components, 
the variables, which define and influence their existence and their spatial organization within 
Canada’s physical context. Within the framework of the ecozones model, students will investigate 
the links between living and non-living systems in nature, and the connections, which exist 
among ecozones.  
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1.Landform 
Regions 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Major characteristics of Canada’s landform regions 
related to their geologic and tectonic past 

2. Weather 
Systems 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Factors that affect local weather conditions in various 
locations 

3.Climate 
Patterns 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Climate patterns over Canada throughout the year and 
the reasons 

4. Climate 
Map & Graphs 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Communication 
Application 

Visual representations of data and statistics 

5.Ecozones Knowledge/Understanding 
Communication 
Application 

Characteristics and classifications system for Canadian 
ecozones 

6. Canada’s 
Parks 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Communication 
Application 

The rationale and goals of creating National Parks. 

7. Urban Land 
Use 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

How cities utilize land and the reasons  

 



Unit 2: Human Systems 
 
In this investigation of human systems students are given the opportunity to develop skills in 
geographic inquiry through an understanding of the interdependence of natural and human 
systems in Canada’s rural and urban areas. 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. Political 
Map 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Communication 

Political structure of Canada 

2. Population 
Distribution & 
Density 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Where we live and why 

3.Immigration 
Patterns 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

Who comes to Canada and why – past present and 
future. Where they settle and why  

4.Urban 
Growth 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Application 

How our cities have grown and what is predicted 

5. Toronto Knowledge/Understanding 
Application 

The structure and growth of Toronto 

6.  Toronto’s 
Waterfront - 
Urban Land 
Use 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

How we use the land in the cities and the implications 

 
Unit 3: Humans in the Environment 
 
In this unit students will develop research skills as they explore the relationship between humans 
and their environment with a focus on the interaction of humans and natural resources. Students 
will use case studies and analysis of systems management to investigate issues related to natural 
resources, energy and waste. 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. Types of 
Industries 

Knowledge/Understanding Classification of industries and a statistical analysis of 
the past, present and future 

2. Fishing Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

A study of the past, present and future for this industry 

3.Farming Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

A study of the past, present and future for this industry 

4.Forestry Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

A study of the past, present and future for this industry 

5.Mining Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

A study of the past, present and future for this industry 

6.Energy Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

A study of the past, present and future for this industry 

7.Secondary 
Industries 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

A study of the past, present and future for this industry 

8. Tertiary 
Industries 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

A study of the past, present and future for this industry 



Unit 4: Global Interactions 
 
This unit focuses on the environmental, economic, cultural, and systematic linkages that exist 
within Canada and between Canada and the world around us. Special attention will be paid to the 
unique connections that Canada shares with the United States.  
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. Transporting 
People 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

A comparison study of methods of moving people 
across Canada 

2. Transporting 
Goods 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

A comparison study of methods of moving goods 
across Canada 

3.Communicat
ions 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

A comparison study of methods of communicating with 
people across Canada 

4.World 
Groups 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

A look at various organizations around the world, their 
functions and Canada’s role in those groups 

5.Foreign 
Trade 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

Who Canada’s trades with and why. What we buy and 
sell and why 

 
Unit 5: Sustainable Development 
 
In their study of sustainable development, students will focus on the protection and management 
of our global resources. The aim will be to develop an environmental strategy that will help 
ensure the preservation of environment and resources for future generations. 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. Water 
Resources 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

A study of the past, present and future for this resource 

2. Climate 
Change 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

A study of the current climate situation and how 
humans are affecting it 

3.Renewable 
Resources 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 

What are renewable resources and the role they will 
play in the future 

 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the various strands of the curriculum are listed separately in the 
policy document, instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  



 
Unit Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 

1. Natural Systems Assignments based on the text and other sources 
Creation of appropriate maps, graphs, organizers, etc 
A display/project/essay on ecozones 

2. Human Systems Assignments based on the text and other sources 
Creation of appropriate maps, graphs, organizers, etc 
A display/project/essay on land use 

3.Humans in the 
Environment 

Assignments based on the text and other sources 
Creation of appropriate maps, graphs, organizers, etc 
Statistical or graphical analysis of our natural resources 

4.Global Interactions Assignments based on the text and other sources 
Creation of appropriate maps, graphs, organizers, etc 
Statistical / graphical analysis of statistics (GNP, literacy, life expectancy etc) 

5.Sustainable 
Development 

Assignments based on the text and other sources 
A display/project on renewable resources 

 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through activities and projects 
towards the end of each unit.  The Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather assessments that 
demonstrate the students’ abilities to think and analyse what it is they have learned. Finally, the 
Communication category comprises assessments of how well the students communicate orally, in 
writing, and through graphing and mapping. 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  
 
Overall evaluation of the course must be divided so that Course Work is weighted 70% and the 
Culminating Performance Task is weighted 30%. Evaluation should be balanced across all four 
categories of the Achievement Chart, for both the course work and the culminating task. 

 

Culminating Performance Task – 30% 
 

Culminating 
Performance 

Task 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application 

Creation of a 
Storyboard 
Simulation of a 
Web Site for a 
Canadian City 

    

Information     
Presentation     
Creativity     
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