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Course Overview 
World Geography: Patterns & Interactions 

Prerequisite:   
Course Developers: Adrienne Labancz 

Course Description 
This course examines how cultures in different parts of the world interact with their environment 
and with each other. Students will use geographic concepts, methods, and tools to explore 
settlement patterns, human migration, cultural change, globalization, environmental issues, and 
other topics relevant to an understanding of how spatial, political, economic, and social factors 
affect settled environments and human activities. 
 
Ministry Document 
Any university or university/college preparation course in Canadian and world studies, English, 
or social sciences and humanities 
 

Units:  Titles and Time 
Unit 1 Course Introduction: What is Culture 3 hours 
Unit 2 The Agricultural Revolution 20 hours 
Unit 3 Historical Civilizations 19 hours 
Unit  4 Cities and the Industrial Revolution 22 hours 
Unit 5 Humans and the Environment 22 hours 
 Unit 6  Culture Clash 22 hours 

 
 
Unit Overviews  

Unit 1: Course Introduction: What is Culture 
Unit Description 
Students are introduced to the concept of culture as an evolving force. Students discuss the 
nature and foundation of culture, as well as the influence of culture on civilization. Students also 
begin to explore the roots of culture and how/why it started. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
1. What is 
culture?  

- defining culture 
- defining civilization 
- identifying how culture spreads 
- identifying cultural groups 

2. How does 
culture 
spread? 

- identify the vectors that cause cultural 
dispersion 
- relate past and present events 
- cultural suppression vs. cultural amalgamation  

2. The 
Holocene 
Window 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Making Connections 
 
Assessments are divided 
equally among these 
categories. 
 - understanding climate change and its effects 

on culture 
- introduce agriculture 



Unit 2: The Agricultural Revolution 
Unit Description 
Students examine the Agricultural Revolution and gain an understanding of the environmental 
factors that contributed to this new phase of human evolution. Students learn how this revolution 
impacted culture and the development of civilization. Students take a detailed look at nomadic 
vs. stagnant lifestyles, and examine the significance of location to settlement patterns. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
1. Humans & 
Domestication  

- Origins of Homo sapiens 
- Neolithic society 

2. Nomadic 
Lifestyles 

- nomadic vs. sedentary lifestyles 
- viability of nomadic lifestyle 
- threats to nomadic lifestyle 
- benefits of nomadic lifestyle  

3. European 
Nomads 

- origins of Roma 
- cycle of intolerance 

4. Threats to 
traditional 
cultures 

- the Maasai people and the issues they face as 
a cultural unit 
- The Aboriginal Australians and the issues they 
face as a cultural unit 
- building critical thinking/reading skills; 
determining right from left wing opinion 

5. Ghost 
Towns 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Making Connections 
 
Assessments are divided 
equally among these 
categories. 
 

- factors leading to ghost town development 
- Fort McMurray’s future as a viable city 

 
 
 
 

Unit 3: Historical Civilizations 
Unit Description 
Past civilizations are examined in an attempt to see how past cultures are represented in 
today’s world (e.g. Chinese Han Dynasty, Roman and Greek Empires). Students look at 
academic, culinary, design based, religious and scientific contributions from past cultures to 
present day. Vectors behind cultural distribution are also analyzed. 
 
 
 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
1. The affects of 
ancient 
civilizations on 
the present 

- six major areas where ancient 
teachings/designs are still used regularly (i.e. 
writing, academics, medicine, design, 
religion, food) 

2. The written 
word  

- human need to record information 
- types of alphabets 
- language families 

3. Education 

 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Making Connections 
 
Assessments are divided 
equally among these 
categories. 
 
 

- Greek & Roman education 
- the Renaissance 
- National System of Educaiton 
- Convocation 



4. Abrahamic 
Religions 

- Christianity 
- Islam 
- Judaism 

5. Eastern 
Religions 

- Hinduism 
- Sikhism 
- Buddhism 

6. Ancient 
Medicine 

- Traditional Chinese medicine 
 

7. Confucianism 

 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Making Connections 
 
Assessments are divided 
equally among these 
categories. 
 
 

- Confucius 
- Confucianism 
- Confucianism today 

 
 

Unit 4: Cities and the Industrial Revolution 
Unit Description 
Urban development is examined as a means to shape culture. Students will analyze the 
differences between urban and rural culture and learn about the forces behind urban growth and 
evolution. The pros and cons of urban living will be examined, and students will engage in a 
focused Toronto based urban redevelopment project. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
1. Cities and the 
Industrial 
Revolution 

- city building (historical) 
- European industrialization 

2. Urbanization - benefits 
- disadvantages 
- urbanization statistics 

3. Industrialization 
in China 

- industrialization’s effects on government 
(Capitalism & Marxism) 
- China’s industrial revolution 

4. Gangs and 
urban culture 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Making Connections 
 
Assessments are divided 
equally among these 
categories. 
 

- what are gangs? 
- reasons for gang development 
- types of gangs 

 
 
 

Unit 5: Humans and the Environment 
Unit Description 
Students will examine the culture of environmentalism and the effect human culture has 
had on the environment as it relates to a human vs. nature mentality. Special attention 
will be paid to how humans have changed their environment to suit their needs through 
agriculture, urban development and energy needs. The politics and policies behind 
natural disaster planning will also be analyzed. 
 



Activity Assessment Focus 
1. Human 
nature and 
Mother 
Nature  

- humans and their connection to the 
environment 
- the down side of advancement 

2. Successful 
agriculture 

- revisiting the agricultural revolution 
- what makes agriculture successful 
- sustainability 
- best practices 
- GMOs 

3. The age of 
energy 

- Newton and thermodynamics 
- extrasomatic energy 
- energy availability and the human population 
- where could the human race be headed 

4. Humans 
and the 
landscape 

- human adaptations to extreme conditions 

5. Emergency 
planning and 
disaster relief 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Making Connections 
 
Assessments are divided 
equally among these 
categories. 
 

- steps to planning for natural disasters 
- what can happen when steps are not followed 
- providing relief 

 

Unit 6: Culture Clash 
Unit Description 
Human conflicts based on cultural extremism and divergence will be examined 
throughout this unit. Past conflicts as well as present conflicts will shape the unit’s 
focus. Human migration patterns and how conflict affects human movement will be 
analyzed. Religious, political and racial conflicts will be examined and the affects these 
conflicts have had on culture will be explored. 
   

Activity Assessment Focus 
1. Roots of 
human 
conflict  

- why do cultures clash? 
- fundamentalism 
 

2. Religious 
conflict 

- Constantine 
- the Crusades against Islam 
- Anti-Semitism in Europe 

3. Territorial 
disputes 

- conflicts in the Middle east 
- development of a culture of war 

4. Political 
conflicts 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 
Making Connections 
 
Assessments are divided 
equally among these 
categories. 
 - the Red Scare 

- McCarthyism 
- Creating a culture of fear 

 
 
 
 



Teaching/Learning Strategies 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the three strands are listed separately in the policy document, 
instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  

 
Unit Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 

1. Course 
Introduction: What is 
Culture? 

Hand-outs, group mapping activity, independent work, group work, 
lecture, teacher-directed discussion, brainstorming, whole group 
collaboration, shared reflection 

2. The Agricultural 
Revolution 

Hand-outs, group discussion, student research, projects (major 
opinion piece), lecture, analytical writing, editing, revising, 
conferencing, collective collaboration, development of questioning 
skills 

3. Historical 
Civilizations 

Hand-outs, student research, projects (art based), lecture, teacher-
directed discussion, group work, shared reflection, independent work 

4. Cities and the 
Industrial Revolution 

Handouts, lecture, students research, projects (urban redevelopment), 
editing, revising, group presentation, teacher-directed discussion, 
development of questioning skills, shared reflection, independent 
work, brainstorming 

5. Humans and the 
Environment 

Handouts, lecture, student research, projects (debate), argument 
development, editing, revising, teacher directed discussion, shared 
reflection, independent work, collective collaboration 

6. Culture Clash Handouts, lecture, teacher-directed discussion, whole group 
collaboration, shared reflection, media study, development of 
questioning skills 

 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through investigations and critical 
analysis of cultural development, dispersion and evolution.  The Thinking/Inquiry category is 
used to gather assessments that demonstrate the students’ abilities to think and analyse what it 
is they have learned. Finally, the Communication category comprises assessments of how well 
the students communicate orally, in writing, and through artistic expression. 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  Learning Skills 
(Homework Completion, Independent Work, Team Work, Initiative) play a critical role in the 
achievement of curriculum expectations.  It is the school’s expectation that all assignments be 
submitted on time.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Overall evaluation of the course is divided as follows:  
 
Term Work  - 70%  
Culminating Performance Task  -  30%.  
 
Evaluation should be balanced across all four categories of the Achievement Chart, for both the 
course work and the culminating task. 

Culminating Performance Task – 30% 
The final 30% of this course will be divided into an exam and a major project. The written exam will cover 
content from the entire year and will be written during class time. 
 
The culminating project in the course is based on students predicting the path humans will take over the 
next 100 years. The project is meant to bring the course content full circle and give students an 
opportunity to express their opinions in both a formal and artistic way. Students will have to make 
predictions based on our environmental future, our social future, and the future of science/technology. 
Predictions will be heavily researched and presented in essay form as well as through an artistic 
interpretation, using a medium of the student’s choice. 
 

Culminating 
Performance 

Task 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application Per Cent 
Value 

Exam 
X X 

 
X X  

 
10% 

Essay 
X X 

 
X X 

 
10% 

Art Piece 
X  

 
X  

 
10% 

 
 
 
Textbooks and/or Essential Resources 
 
This course is supplemented with a variety of readings that come from a variety of up to date sources (i.e. 
magazines, periodicals, e-journals, books). These readings will change year to year, depending on recent 
events and relevant published works. 
 
 
 


