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Course Overview 
Grade 10 Academic History 

Prerequisite:  None 
Course Developers: Frank Rioux and Stephen Campbell 

Course Description 
This course explores Canadian participation in global events and traces our development as a 
country through changes in population, economy and technology.  Students will analyze the 
elements that constitute Canadian identity, learn the stories of both individuals and communities, 
and study the evolution of political and social structures.  Students will learn about differing 
interpretations of the past, and will come to understand the importance in historical studies of 
chronology and cause-and-effect relationships.  They will also learn to develop and support a 
thesis, conduct research and analysis and effectively communicate the results of their inquiries. 

Units:  Titles and Time 
Unit 1 Canada and World War 1, 1914-1919 20 hours 
Unit 2 Depression and the Horrors of War 19 hours 
Unit 3 1946-1967 Pursuit of Prosperity, Security and Unity 20 hours 
Unit 4 1968-1983 Conflicts and Economic Challenges 21 hours 
Unit 5 1984-Present – North American Reality 20 hours 
Unit 6 Defining Canada:  Course Culminating Activity 10 hours 

 
Unit Overviews  

Unit 1:  Canada and World I, 1914-1919 
Unit Description 
 
In this unit students explore Canada’s history in the first three decades of the twentieth century 
with emphasis on Canada’s emerging identity.  The unit begins with a study of Canada at the turn 
of the century with emphasis on immigration and immigration policy as a factor in Canadian 
identity.  This element is followed by an exploration of the extent to which Great Britain and the 
United States influenced the young nation.  Student’s start with an exploration of, and the impact 
of World War I, on Canada.  The final activity of the unit is an examination of the aftermath of 
war and the mood of the 1920s.  Through the production of a radio show on the 1920s a poster on 
World War I writing in role and drawing political cartoons; students explore events that helped 
define Canada socially, politically and economically from 1900 to 1928.  Students review, are 
introduced to and given an opportunity to practice and apply the skills of historical research, 
detecting and presenting point of view in written and role playing activities, oral, written and 
visual presentations and argumentative defences leading to the Culminating Activity which will 
incorporate these in a summative performance.  In Unit 1, students are introduced to the concept 
of “defining moment” which will be woven throughout the course and possibly lead to the course 
Culminating Activity. 
 
 
 



Activity Assessment Focus 
1. Twentieth Century Belongs to 
Canada 

Immigration 
Pull/Push Factors 

2. External Forces: Britain and the 
U.S. 

Editorial Cartoon as lens to study 
Naval Bill, Reciprocity, Boer War 

3. Canada at War: 1914-1918 Canada on an International Stage 
Short and long term causes 
Significant Battles 
War on the Home Front 
Treaty of Versailles 

4. What Made the Twenties Roar? 

 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Social attitudes in the 1020s 
 

Unit 2: 1929-1945 Depression and the Horrors of War 
Unit Description 
 
This unit deals with Canadian history between the years 1929 to 1945.  Within this time period 
Canadians experienced two major traumatic events:  The Great Depression and World War II. 
During this unit students investigate aspects of these two events.  They consider how Canada 
became involved in these historical events, the impact and significance of these events on 
Canadians and on Canada.  Students practice a variety of historical skills in the process. 
 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
1. The Great Depression Causes of the Great Depression 
2. Impact of the Great Depression Stock market 
3. Social and Political Responses to 
the Great Depression 

Economic conditions 20s/30s 

4. Nazism and the Holocaust 
 
 

Nazis methods and beliefs 
Development and effects of racist 
beliefs 
Factors leading to the Holocaust 

5. Canada’s Military Role in World 
War II 

Nazi aggression 1936-1939 
Battles involving Canadians 
Compare WW I and WW II 

6. Political Action and Social Life 
During World War II 

Message and purpose of propaganda 
Role of government in propaganda 
Effects of War on Canada 

7. Culmination Activity:   Letter in 
Role 

 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Reflect writing about historical facts 
and situations 

 

Unit 3: 1946-1967 Pursuit of Security, Prosperity and Unity 
Unit Description 
 
This unit explores the changes that took place in Canada in the two decades after World War II.  
Students use concepts familiar in their own lives such as security and change as the basis for an 
understanding of Canada’s social, political and economic changes domestically as well as the 
connections the country had with the world.  The unit may culminate in a series of debates on 
issues related to those changes. 



 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
1. Canada’s Role in the Postwar 
World 

Canadian involvement in Cold War 
events 

2. Changes in Postwar Canadian 
Society 

Changes that affected Canada in the 
50s and 60s 
 

3. Impact of American Culture on 
Canada 

Canada – United States relationship 

4. Economic prosperity and the role 
of Canadian Government 
 

Role of the Canadian Government in 
economic activity.  Social safety net. 
 

5. Canadian Nationalism and the 
Search for Identity 
 

Canadian symbols - Flag 
French/English relations 
Quebec Nationalism 

6. Centenary Debates 

 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Canadian themes 

Unit 4: 1968-1983 Conflicts and Economic Challenges 
Unit Description 
 
In this unit, students examine the conflicts and economic challenges that Canadians faced in the 
period 1968-1983.   Students are introduced to the key events that have shaped modern Canada as 
we enter the twenty-first century by examining primary and secondary sources and further 
developing a variety of historical skills that were introduced in earlier units. 
 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
1. Canadian Identity and Symbols Historical events between 1968 and 

1983 
2. The Question of Quebec October Crisis, nationalism 

French English relations 
3. Aboriginal People:  Conflicts and 
Challenges 

Identify different viewpoints and 
biases concerning First Nations 
populations  

4. Economic Challenges Define inflation, describe inflationary 
impact of economy 
Government response to economic 
environment 

5. Changing Make Up of Canada 
and Government Policy 

Immigration and government policy 

6. Trudeau’s “Just Society” Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
Political movements 
Social unrest 

7. Culmination Activity:  Dramatic 
Moments 

 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Canadian identity, human rights 

 



Unit 5: 1984-Present – North American Reality 
Unit Description 
 
In this unit, students examine key issues that Canadians have faced from 1984 to the present.  
Students investigate issues from a regional perspective that is established in activity 1 and build 
to a culminating activity where students may create a national newspaper.  The newspaper 
focuses on:  federal-provincial relations, individual versus collective rights, NAFTA, the impact 
of modern technology, Canada’s foreign policy and Canadian identity in a North American 
culture.  Students complete this unit by practicing the historical process of selecting the ‘most 
important’ events/issues to impact on the development of Canadian identity since 1984 from the 
perspective of a region.  Students are then reorganized into home groups to create a national 
newspaper for the unit culminating activity.  The activities and skills developed in this unit build 
towards the course Culminating Activity. 
 
 

Activity Assessment Focus 
1.Federal-Provincial Relations 
 

Outline constitutional developments 
Historical review of constitutional 
debate 

2.Changing Canadian Communities 
and Government Responses 

Individual/collective rights 
Diversity/multiculturalism 
Changing immigration patterns 

3. Economic Challenges for Canada 
in North America 

NAFTA 

4.  The Impact of Technology Technological change 
Impact of technology on lives 

5. Changing Makeup of North 
America and Canadian Foreign 
Policy 

Role of Canada’s armed forces 

6. Changing Identity in a North 
American Culture 

Identity of Canada in a North 
American culture 
Diversity 
International role 

7. Culminating Activity:  “Our 
Contemporary Canadian Identity” 

Knowledge and Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Contemporary Canadian Identity 

 

Unit 6: Defining Canada:  Course Culmination Activity 
Unit Description 
 
In this unit students perform the culminating tasks of the course by writing a formal 
argumentative essay and producing a dramatization of a “Canadian Defining Moment.”  Students 
demonstrate an understanding of significant events in 20th Century Canadian History.  Students 
also demonstrate the effective use of methods of historical inquiry. 
 
 
 



Activity Assessment Focus 
1. Culminating Activity:  
Summative evaluation 

Canadian Defining Moment 

4. Culminating Activity: Roaring 
Twenties 

 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

T.V. show research project 

 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the three strands are listed separately in the policy document, 
instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  
 
This course provides students the opportunity to explore, analyze and reflect on History through 
diverse teaching and learning strategies.  Critical thinking skills such as formulating a thesis, 
identifying bias and viewpoint, debating, analysing primary sources and problem solving are a 
focus of many activities.  Focused inquiry, data analysis, note taking and guided Internet searches 
are examples of the research skills that students practise.  Students have multiple opportunities to 
hone their skills in communication through formal presentations, role-playing, response journals, 
writing in role and persuasive paragraph writing.  Cooperative group learning is another 
important active learning strategy fundamental to many activities in this profile.  Tasks are 
designed to develop skills and concepts through a range of student development 
assessment/evaluation.   Many important skills are developed in the activities in the units.  
Students are asked to demonstrate a synthesis of their learning in the course by participating in 
the course Culminating Activity in Unit 6.  

 
Unit Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 

1. Creative Process, 
Composition, and 
Constructive Feedback 

Group mapping activity, independent work, group work, teacher-directed 
discussion, brainstorming, self-discovery, whole group collaboration, shared 
reflection, exploratory exercises, self-assessment, debate, leadership 
activities, role-playing problem-solving 

2. Formative Specialized vocabulary/idioms; sequence/chronology; cause/effect 
relationships; contrast/comparatives/superlatives; statements of opinion, 
interpretation, inference; statements of speculation/hypothesis/prediction; 
statements of belief, intent, necessity, persuasion, evaluation, definition; 
explanations of reason; completion of a graphic organizer/re-enactment or 
structured oral response  

2. Tasks Research and practice writing, logs, group discussion, brainstorming, student 
research, projects, teacher as facilitator, demonstration, lecture, guided 
improvisation, experimentation, information sharing, analytical writing, 
rehearsing, editing, revising, performing, problem-solving, proposal writing, 
rationale writing, conferencing, collective collaboration, leadership activities, 
questioning, review, role-playing, video-taping and self-observation, peer 
feedback 

 



Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through essays and projects.  The 
Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather assessments that demonstrate the students’ abilities to 
think and analyse what it is they have learned. Finally, the Communication category comprises 
assessments of how well the students communicate orally (e.g. discussions, dramatizations, 
songs, videos, etc.) and in writing (essays, newspaper editorials, letters to the editor, etc.). 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  
 
Overall evaluation of the course must be divided so that Course Work is weighted 70% and the 
Culminating Performance Task is weighted 30%. Evaluation should be balanced across all four 
categories of the Achievement Chart, for both the course work and the culminating task. 
 

Culminating Activity – 30% 
 
This culminating grade may be determined by a traditional exam worth 15% and a performance 
task worth 15%. 
 
Performance Task:   
Board game; oral presentation, essay, exam 
 
Culminating 

Performance Task 
Knowledge/ 

Understandin
g 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application Checked for 
Completeness 

only 
Creative  
Process – 10 marks 3 3 3 3  

Content – 15 marks 3 3    
Presentation of the 
Game – 5 marks   3 3  

Self/Peer Evaluation      3 
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