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Course Overview
Canadian History Grade 10 Applied

Prerequisite:  
Course Developers: Emily Lim

Course Description
This course explores some of the pivotal events and experiences that have influenced the 
development of Canada's identity as a nation from World War I to the present. By examining how 
the country has responded to economic, social, and technological changes and how individuals 
and groups have contributed to Canadian culture and society during this period, students will 
develop their ability to make connections between historical and current events. Students will 
have opportunities to formulate questions, locate information, develop informed opinions, and 
present ideas about the central issues and events of the period.

Ministry Document
The Ontario Curriculum:  Canadian and World Studies, Grades 9 and 10.

Overall Expectations:

By the end of this course, students will:
 * describe some of the major local, national, and global forces and events that have 
influenced Canada’s policies and Canadian identity since 1914;
 * explain the significance of some key individuals and events in the evolution of 
French-English relations in Canada since 1914;
 * evaluate Canada’s participation in war and contributions to peacekeeping and 
security.

Units:  Titles and Time
Unit 1 WWI 20 hours
Unit 2 The Roaring Twenties 15 hours
Unit 3 The Great Depression 10 hours
Unit  4 WWII 25 hours
Unit 5 The Cold War 10 hours
 Unit 6 The Fifties 2.5 hours
Unit 7 French - English Relations 5 hours
Unit 8 Native Issues 2.5 hours
Unit 9 Feminism 2.5 hours
Unit 10 The Eighties 2.5 hours
Unit 11 Culminating 10 hours



Unit Overviews 
Unit 1: WWI
This unit begins by building context and reviewing the grade 8 curriculum.  Canada at 
Confederation is moved into the twentieth century along with the accompanying processes of 
industrialization and urbanization.  The causes of WWI are key concepts for this unit and are 
discussed at length.  Some of the key battles, including Vimy and the Somme are covered along 
with the experience of soldiers in the trenches and nurses.  Technology and its development 
through WWI are discussed. 

Unit 2: The Twenties
The effects of WWI on the population, artists and thinkers is evaluated in this unit.  Female 
rights, independence and Flapper culture is discussed.  Prohibition and the resulting bootlegging 
and growth of gangs is described.  The radio and popular culture is explored.

Unit 3: The Great Depression
Causes of the Depression are the main focus on this course.  Economic patterns and supply and 
demand are taught.  Students assess the political situation and growth of new political parties and 
their proposed solutions to the Depression.

Unit 4: WWII
This unit covers Canada’s contributions to WWI as well as the overall development of the war.  
Leadership and the WWII leaders are evaluated.  Canadians in Hong Kong, the imprisonment of 
Japanese Canadians as well as the war in the Pacific are described through the students’ creation 
of poetry.  The Holocaust and the patterns and steps of genocide are discussed.  Students will 
describe some aspects of the impact in Canada of the experience and memory of the Holocaust 
(e.g., immigration of Holocaust survivors; introduction of human rights legislation; policies 
relating to hate crimes and Nazi war criminals; nature of response to occurrences of genocide/
ethnic cleansing in the world since World War II; participation in International War Crimes 
tribunal).

Unit 5: The Cold War
This unit continues out of the WWII unit.  The conflict between the US and the USSR as well as 
the fight for dominance between capitalism and communism is discussed.  Canada’s role in the 
Cold War begins with the Gouzenko affair and continues with increased measures of security : the 
Dew Line, NORAD and NATO.

Unit 6: The Fifties
This mini-unit explores the growth of the suburbs along with immigration and the reasons why 
Canada took large numbers of immigrants (i.e. need for skilled workers, refugees from Hungary 
and other countries under risk of Communism).  The lifestyle and culture of the fifties with the 
emphasis on moral teachings is looked at through instructional videos from the time.

Unit 7: French - English Relations
Students will review the history of the French Canadians.  Students will identify some major 
events that contributed to the growth of Quebec nationalism and the separatist movement in 
Quebec from 1945 (e.g., Asbestos Strike, Quiet Revolution, October Crisis, Parti Québécois 
election victory in 1976, Bill 101, sovereignty referendums in 1980 and 1995).  Students will 
describe key responses by Canadians and their political leaders to the Quebec separatist movement 
(e.g., Pearson, Trudeau, Lévesque, Bourassa, Mulroney, Bouchard, Manning, Chrétien; 



Constitution Act, 1982; Meech Lake Accord; unity rallies; sovereignty referendums in 1980 and 
1995; Calgary Declaration, 1997; Clarity Act).

Unit 8: Native Issues
This mini-unit’s history picks up after the Residential Schools (part of the 20’s unit) and moves 
through Canadian history up to some of the more recent Native issues such as the Oka Crisis.  

Unit 9: Feminism
First wave feminism is briefly discussed but the focus of this unit is on second wave feminism.  
The reasons for and responses to feminism are discussed.  Key texts such as Betty Friedan’s The 
Feminine Mystique are explored.

Unit 10: The Eighties
The course content ends by looking at opulence and spending of the eighties.  It will provide links 
for looking at today’s culture.

Unit 11: Culminating Activity

Assignments Rationale
WWI • Create a propaganda 

poster
• Research a WWI 

technology and 
create a poster

• Map of Europe 1914 
Test and Open book 
WWI Test

Students will learn how to look at media and 
propaganda and they will learn and develop the 
techniques that the governments in WWI used for 
propaganda.  This will cement their knowledge of 
the causes of war and alliances, as that knowledge 
is drawn upon in this assignment
Technology changes so quickly, especially due to 
the desire to break the stalemate during WWI.  
Students will research one of the forms of 
technology and create a poster with information, 
visual aids and diagrams.

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Activity centre, debate, discussion, homework, 
independent reading, advance organizer, inquiry 
processes, writing processes, analyzing bias/
stereotype, anticipation guide, lecture, note-
taking, case study, classifying, concept mapping, 
round table, Socratic questioning, think/pair/share 
and textbook.



The Roaring 
Twenties

• Create a dialogue 
• Begin 20’s and 30’s 

diary

Understanding of the times and attitudes will be 
applied in this dialogue.  Students will incorporate 
slang of the time and current events.
The diary will follow the fictional life of a 
character in history through the 20’s and the Great 
Depression.  The characters will be chosen from a 
short list of descriptions given by the teacher.  The 
teacher will announce different events that happen 
to them each class (i.e stock prices rising, the 
stock crash, drought in the prairies and new films 
and kinds of music).  The events will be tied to 
what is taught that period and time in class will be 
given each day to keep the journal.

LEARNING STRATEGIES: docu-drama, 
improvisation, simulation, debate, discussion, 
homework, independent reading, independent 
study, advance organizer, inquiry processes, 
writing processes, textbook, analyzing bias/
stereotype, anticipation guide, note-taking and 
lecture.

The Great 
Depression

• Diary
• EXAM of all 

information up to 
this point

Continue diary assignment

LEARNING STRATEGIES: Activity centre, 
simulation
docu-drama, improvisation, debate, discussion, 
homework, independent reading, advance 
organizer, inquiry processes, textbook, writing 
processes, analyzing bias/stereotype, note-taking 
and lecture.

WWII • WWII Leaders 
assignment

• WWII Test with a 
crib sheet

Students will research a WWII leader and do a 
presentation with a partner on that leader.

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Activity centre, debate, discussion, homework, 
independent reading, independent study, advance 
organizer, inquiry processes, textbook, writing 
processes, analyzing bias/stereotype, anticipation 
guide, lecture, note-taking, case study, classifying, 
concept mapping, round table, think/pair/share and 
collage



The Cold War • Cold war song After looking at popular songs on the cold war, 
students will write lyrics that incorporate the 
fears, feelings and history of the Cold war era.  

LEARNING STRATEGIES: 
Guided exploration, guided reading, guided 
writing, lecture, practice and drill, programmed 
learning, prompt, read along, read aloud, 
reciprocal learning, seminar, textbook, lecture and 
note-taking.

The Fifties • Create a 50’s model 
home

Students will tie in their knowledge of the growth 
of suburban areas, the development of new 
products and appliances and the style of the 
fifties.  They will have choice in drawing or 
building a model home.  50’s advertising, 
clothing, automobiles and lifestyles will be tied in.

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Oral presentation, panel discussion, retelling, 
simulation, model making, textbook, lecture, note 
taking, advance organizer, Socratic questioning and 
independent and group reading.

French - English 
Relations

• Role play Students will choose a character (i.e. Trudeau) or 
type of character (FLQ member, Nationalist, 
Separatist) and be interviewed in front of the class 
from a list of set questions and questions raised by 
other members of the class.  They will be in 
character the whole time.

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Oral presentation, panel discussion, retelling, 
simulation, textbook, lecture, note taking, advance 
organizer, , classifying, concept mapping, round table, 
think/pair/share, 
Socratic questioning and independent and group 
reading.

Native Issues • Quiz LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Guided exploration, guided reading, guided 
writing, lecture, practice and drill, programmed 
learning, prompt, read along, read aloud, 
reciprocal learning, seminar, textbook, lecture and 
note-taking.



Feminism • Feminism interview Students interview a woman over 40 and ask her 
five questions about her experiences as a woman 
and her experiences through the feminist 
movement.  Students break into groups to 
interview one of the guest speakers who have 
come in.  

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Interview, guided exploration, guided questioning 
and writing, reciprocal learning, seminar, 
textbook, lecture and note-taking.

The Eighties • Response paragraph Students watch 80’s films and see the opulence 
and teen-driven cultures of the 80’s and write a 
response paragraph.

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Advance organizer, inquiry processes, writing 
processes, analyzing bias/stereotype, anticipation 
guide, case study, classifying, concept mapping, round 
table and think/pair/share.

Culminating This assignment worth 30% 
of their overall mark is done 
throughout the year at the 
end of each unit.  Students 
take the role of a newspaper.  
For each unit there will be a 
set number of headlines and 
key captions or quotes that 
they need to write.  Then 
they will go to the library 
and photocopy images for 
each of their articles.  At the 
end of the year they will 
choose two of their article 
titles and write an article on 
it.  

The key headlines and captions will cover the 
most important aspects of the history of the 20th 
century.  This assignment will provide a review at 
the end of each unit as they do the headlines and 
captions.   It will end up being a great visual and 
easy to read and remember review of the whole 
year.  

LEARNING STRATEGIES:
Advance organizer, inquiry processes, writing 
processes, analyzing bias/stereotype, anticipation 
guide, case study, classifying, concept mapping, round 
table, think/pair/share, story theatre, storyboard, note-
taking and reflection.

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through writing, visual creations, 
model making and collage.  The Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather assessments that 
demonstrate the students’ abilities to think and analyse what it is they have learned. Finally, the 
Communication category comprises assessments of how well the students communicate orally, in 
writing, interviews, and through presentations and debates.  



Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  Learning Skills (Homework 
Completion, Independent Work, Team Work, Initiative) play a critical role in the achievement of 
curriculum expectations.  It is the school’s expectation that all assignments be submitted on time.  

Overall evaluation of the course is divided as follows: 

Term Work  - 70% 
Culminating Performance Task  -  30%. 

The weighting of the Achievement Chart categories in this course is equally weighted 
across the four categories at 25% each:
Knowledge/Understanding
Application
Communication
Thinking/Inquiry     

Culminating Performance Task – 30%

Culminating 
Performance Task

Knowledge/ 
Understanding

Thinking/ 
Inquiry

Communication Application Per Cent Value

Newspaper 
Headlines for 
each unit

x x x  
15%

Articles x x x x 40%

Drawn Images
x

          
           x x

15%

Collected images 
and artifacts x x x

15%

Analysis of 
history x x x

15%

Textbooks and/or Essential Resources

DesRivieres Dennis & Colin M. Bain.  Experience History: Canada Since WWI.  Toronto: 
Oxford University Press, 2006.  

Textbook is to be used as a resource in class and at home




