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Course Overview 
World History:  The West and The World 

Prerequisite:  Any university or university/college preparation in Canadian and World Studies, 
English or Social Science and Humanities 
 
Course Developer: Joel Gottlieb, 2007 

Course Description 
This course investigates the major trends in Western civilization and world history from the 16th 
century to the present.  Students will learn about the interaction between the emerging West and 
other regions of the world and about the development of modern social, political and economic 
systems.  They will use critical-thinking and communication skills to investigate the historical 
roots of contemporary issues and present their conclusions. 
 
Ministry Document 
The Ontario Curriculum -  Grades 11 and 12 
 

Units:  Titles and Time  
Unit 1 The Renaissance 20 hours 
Unit 2 Early Colonialism 10 hours 
Unit 3 The Enlightenment 10 hours 
Unit 4 Political Philosophy 10 hours 
Unit 5 Napoleon and the Rise of the Modern Nation State 20 hours 

  Unit 6  The Nineteenth Century 20 hours 
Unit  7 The Oil Industry 10 hours 

Note: Culminating Activity – 10 hours 
 
 
Unit Overviews   
 
Unit 1: The Renaissance 
In this unit, students are introduced to the technological, cultural, religious and language 
commonalities and differences in medieval European society.  The students then explore the 
many factors (exploration, shipping, trade, restructuring of the Arab world after the Mongol 
invasions, art, banking, technology, architecture, printing, use of Latin, use of colloquial language 
and music) that made the bridges and sparked the transformation that was the Renaissance.  
Through a study focused on the Medici family, the recipients of their patronage and the local, 
national and global development of the Florentine, Italian and European communities, the 
students learn about continuity and change during this dynamic period.  The students are 
introduced to the themes of citizenship, heritage, religion, human rights, the role and place of 
women and the conflict between secularism and traditional religion and other philosophical 
forces.  Modern political structures are introduced in context.   
 
 
 



Activity Assessment Focus  
1. Medieval 
Europe 
2. The Medici 
3. Italian and 
Renaissance 
Technology 
4. Art, Music, 
Literature and 
Religion 
5. Science 

 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

 
• Communities – local, national, continental 

and global 
• Roles of Women 
• Change and continuity – social, economic 

and political structures 
• Written and Oral Communication 

 

 
Unit 2: Early Colonialism 
In this unit, students explore the technology, ideologies and competition that sparked European 
wars that extended across the globe, often destroying or enslaving indigenous peoples while 
plundering resources and establishing heavily defended colonies. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus  
1. Spanish 
Conquests 
2. The role of the 
Netherlands in 
the Americas, 
World Trade and 
Asia  
3. France -  Louis 
XIV’s expansion 
in North America 
4. British Naval 
Power, Spanish 
Armada, 
Exploration 

 
 
 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

 
 
 
 

• National and global communities 
• Change, chronology, cause and effect 
• Social, economic and political structures 
• Methods of comparative historical inquiry 
• Research interpretation and analysis 
• Communication 

 
Unit 3: The Enlightenment 
In this unit, students study many major political, social, economic, philosophic, scientific and 
religious thinkers and innovators.  They prepare biographies, explain impacts and learn about 
how the ideas, structures and innovations of this period helped shape the modern world. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus  
1. Analysis of 
bills of rights 
2. Philosophers – 
religious, 
political, social 
and economic 
3. Science, 
technology and 
architecture 

 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

 
• Communities – local, national and global 
• Conflict and Cooperation 
• Change and Continuity – chronology, cause 

and effect 
• Citizenship and Heritage 

 
 



Unit 4: Political Philosophy 
In this unit, students study four of the major popular revolutions of the period through the use of 
the classic work of political philosophy, Anatomy of Revolution by Crane Brinton.  The roles of 
economics, intellectuals, philosophy, leadership, the changing class and power structures and the 
modernizing effects of the media, centralized police forces and modernizing military force on 
civil conflict and change are examined. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus  
1. Anatomy of 
Revolution 
2. English 
Revolution 
3. American 
Revolution 
4. French 
Revolution 
5. Russian 
Revolution 

 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

 
• Change and continuity – pre and post 

revolutionary societies 
• Revolutionary beliefs and ideologies 
• Citizenship and human rights 
• Role of women 
• Chronology – cause and effect 
• Social, economic and political structures 
• Conflict and cooperation 

 
Unit 5: Napoleon and the Rise of the Modern Nation State  
In this unit, students study the biography of Napoleon in the context of Corsican independence, 
the building of a French empire, the French revolution, the reign of terror, the role of monarchy 
and leadership, and Napoleon’s eventual consolidation of power as emperor.  They study the 
Napoleonic wars, his attempt to establish a dynasty and his defeat, rise from exile and ultimate 
elimination from French society after Waterloo. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus  
1. Rise to Power 
2. Political 
Manoeuvrings 
3. Military 
Tactics 
4. Negotiations 
5. European 
Domination 
6. Emperor! 
7. Fall from 
Power 

 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

• Change and continuity 
• Chronology - cause and effect 
• Conflict and cooperation 
• Citizenship and human rights 
• Social, economic, political and legal 

structures 
• Rights of women 
• Global Communities 
• Interpretation and analysis of historical 

sources 

 
Unit 6: The Nineteenth Century 
In this unit, students research and present the speeches, arguments and positions of key 
philosophers, politicians and crusaders for human rights around the world.  The impact of media, 
propaganda, imperialism, war, the class system and the industrial revolution are all addressed in 
the context of their collective impact on creating the modern world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Activity Assessment Focus  
1. Revolutions of 
1830’s and 1848 
2. Great Speeches 
of the Nineteenth 
Century 
(Culminating 
Activity) 
3. Industrial 
Revolution 
4. Rise of Mass 
Media and Mass 
Culture 
5. Franco-
Prussian Conflict 
6. Unification of 
Italy and 
Germany 
7. Modernization 
of Russian and 
Japanese empires  

 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

 
 

• Change and continuity 
• Conflict and cooperation 
• Citizenship and heritage – western and non-

western ideas, cultures and ideologies 
• Social, economic, political and legal 

structures 
• Roles of women 
• Local, national and global  communities 
• Methods of historical inquiry and 

communication 
• Research, interpretation and analysis 

 
Unit 7:  The Oil Industry 
In this unit, students explore the development and importance of oil, the energy industries and the 
many infrastructure, industrial and transportation innovations developed to exploit energy 
supplies around the world.  The Suez Canal, Persian, Arab, American and Russian cultures are 
viewed through this lens.  Further, the impact of energy in creating World War 1 and the modern 
Middle East in the war’s aftermath are addressed. 
 

Activity Assessment Focus  
1. Kerosene 
2. Development 
of Diesel and 
Gasoline 
3. Oil in USA, 
Persia and 
Caucasus 
4. Suez Canal 
5. Retreat of 
Turkey from 
Arabia  

 
 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

 
 

• Communities – national and global 
• Chronology – cause and effect 
• Non-Western ideas and culture 
• Methods of historical inquiry and 

communication 

 



Teaching/Learning Strategies 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for all strands are listed separately in the policy document, 
instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  
 
This course provides students the opportunity to explore, analyze and reflect on history through 
diverse teaching and learning strategies.  Critical thinking skills such as formulating a thesis, 
identifying bias and viewpoint, debating, analyzing primary sources and problem-solving are a 
focus of many activities.  Focused inquiry, data analysis, note-taking and guided internet searches 
are examples of the research skills that students practice.  Cooperative group learning is another 
important active learning strategy fundamental to many activities in this course outline.  Tasks are 
designed to develop skills and concepts through a range of assessments and evaluations .  Many 
important skills are developed in the activities in the units.  Students are asked to demonstrate a 
synthesis of their learning in the course by participating in the course culminating activities.   
 
Teaching/Learning Strategies 
Lecture, independent work, small group work, teacher directed discussion, debate, whole group 
collaboration, writing, editing, student/teacher conferencing, tests, essays, research, student 
presentations, Socratic questioning, incorporation of student art, speeches, role -playing, video 
analysis.  
 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through essays and projects.  The 
Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather assessments that demonstrate the students’ abilities to 
think and analyse what it is they have learned. Finally, the Communication category comprises 
assessments of how well the students communicate orally, in artistic presentations and in writing. 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  Learning Skills (Homework 
Completion, Independent Work, Team Work, Initiative) play a critical role in the achievement of 
curriculum expectations.  It is the school’s expectation that all assignments be submitted on time.   
 
Overall evaluation of the course is divided as follows:  
Term Work  - 70%  
Culminating Activity  - 30%.  
 
The weighting of the Achievement Chart categories in this course is evenly divided across all 
four categories at 25% each of: 

• Knowledge/Understanding 
• Application 
• Communication 
• Thinking/Inquiry 
 

 
 



Culminating Activity – 30% 
This culminating grade will be determined by a traditional exam worth 15% and a performance 
task worth 15%. 
 
Performance Task:  In small groups, students research, explain and present a great speech of the 
nineteenth century.  Individually, students will write an outline of the context of the speech, its 
location in history, and the issues addressed in it.  Students will be involved individually and as a 
group in student/teacher conferencing throughout the task.  Finally, students will present the 
speech and the outline information, context and issues as a group.  Note:  Presentation marks are 
individual.  Students will be involved in peer assessment for accountability, personal growth and 
learning, although no student marks apply directly to this final grade.  
 
Culminating 
Performance 

Task 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application Per Cent 
Value 

 
Outline  ü ü 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 5% 

Presentation –  
ü ü 

 
ü 

 
ü 

 
        10% 

 
Note:  The Performance Task takes place in Unit 6.  The Exam takes place after Unit 7. 
 
Textbooks and/or Essential Resources 
 
Newman, Garfield et al.,  Legacy – The West and The World. McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited 
 Toronto, 2002. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


