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Course Overview 
Understanding Canadian Law 
 
Prerequisite:  Canadian History Since World War I, Grade 10, Academic or Applied 
 
Course Developers: Stephen Young, June 2008 

Course Description 
This course explores Canadian law with a focus on legal issues that are relevant to people’s 
everyday lives. Students will investigate fundamental legal concepts and processes to gain a 
practical understanding of Canada’s legal system, including the criminal justice system. 
Students will use critical-thinking, inquiry, and communication skills to develop informed 
opinions on legal issues and apply this knowledge in a variety of ways and settings, including 
case analysis, legal research projects, mock trials, and debates. 
 
Ministry Document 
The Ontario Curriculum Grades 11 and 12 
 

Units:  Titles and Time 
Unit 1 Introduction  - Justice and Law 5 hours 
Unit 2 History and Foundations of Law in Canada 15 hours 
Unit 3 Human Rights Law 75 hours 
Unit  4 Criminal Law 75 hours 
Unit 5 Civil Law 75 hours 
 Unit 6  Special Topic 15 hours 

 
 
Unit Overviews  

Unit 1: Introduction – Justice and Law 
Unit Description 
Unit 1 serves as a short introduction  to the various issues which this course will examine.   
 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. What is 
law? 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

The purpose of law. 
What exactly defines law? 

2. Law vs. 
Justice 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

What is justice?  
How does it differ from law? 
Where do they intersect? 

3. Justice and 
Law Essay 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Philosophical essay focused on the intersection  
between justice and law. 

 



Unit 2: History and Foundations of Law in Canada 
Unit Description 
Unit2 looks at the historic roots of law and some fundamental concepts.  It provides a base for the 
further exploration of Canada’s continually evolving legal landscape. 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. Ancient 
Law 

Knowledge/Understanding Overview of ancient legal systems. 
Pre-historic through Greek and Roman. 

2. Medieval 
Law 

Knowledge/Understanding Evolution of  law through the medieval and renaissance 
periods. 

3. Modern 
Law 

Knowledge/Understanding Law post-renaissance. 

4. Legal 
Terminology 

Knowledge/Understanding Current legal terminology. 
Divisions and types of laws. 

5. Law 
Creation 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

How are laws created in Canada? 
Who has influence and how? 

6. History of 
Law 
Assignment 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

In depth presentations on the historic roots of law in 
Canada. 
Special focus on non-western legal systems (not 
covered before) 

 

Unit 3: Human Rights Law 
Unit Description 
This unit explores human rights law in both Canada and globally.  Focus is on the legal 
instruments used to protect human rights. 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. Human 
Rights 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

What are human rights? 
Why are they important? 
Are they relevant and/or useful ? 

2. Article 
Exploration 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Look at articles that are in favour of and critical of 
human rights. 
Analyze these articles and provide a summary. 

3. The 
Constitution 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
 

Look at the Canadian constitution with specific focus 
on the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
How does the Charter protect our rights? 

4. Other HR 
Instruments 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
 

Examine various human rights instruments – UNDHR, 
US Bill of Rights, etc. 
Analyze for similarities and differences with the 
Charter. 

5. Case Studies Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Examine a series of HR cases, using the instruments 
available. 

6. Human 
Rights 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Students are to present seminars focusing on a Human 
Rights case and/or isse. 



Seminars Application 
Communication 

 

Unit 4: Criminal Law 
Unit Description 
Unit 4 covers the fundamentals of criminal law in Canada and internationally.  What is a crime?  
Why is it treated differently? 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. What is a 
crime? 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
 

What defines a crime? 
What makes a crime distinct from other law?  Why do 
we create the category of crime? 

2. Criminal 
Fundamentals 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
 

Mens Rea and Actus Reus 
Fundamental terms related to criminal law. 

3. Criminal 
Code 

Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

What are the sources of law in Canada? 
What is quasi-criminal law? 
What is in the criminal code?  Focus on specific laws of 
interest. 
Analyze laws with relation to previous lessons. 

4. Legal 
Procedures 

Knowledge/Understanding 
 

Look at police procedures for investigation. 
Look at court procedures for the trial. 

5. Sentencing Knowledge/Understanding 
Application 
 

How do we determine punishments? 
What is the purpose of punishment? 
What is an adequate punishment? 

6. Mock Trial Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Application 
Communication 

Conduct a mock trial as a class. 

 

Unit 5: Civil Law 
Unit Description 
Unit 5 focuses on the aspects of law which are not criminal – everything covered under the 
heading of civil law. 
 
 
Activity Assessment Focus 

1. Categories 
of Civil Law 

Knowledge/Understanding 
 

Review period to discuss the various categories of civil 
law. 

2. Tort Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

What is a tort? 
How and why do you sue?  When can you sue? 
What are the procedures for setting such cases? 

3. Family Law Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 
Communication 

What is family law? 
How are family disputes settled inside and outside the 
court room? 

4. Case Studies Knowledge/Understanding 
Thinking/Inquiry 

Examine various cases related to civil law. 



Application 
Communication 

 

Unit 6: Special Topic 
Unit Description 
This unit is an opportunity to examine an area of law which has not been covered.  This is a 
student-driven section of the course. 
 
 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
Teachers will adapt teaching/learning strategies throughout this course to suit students’ needs. 
Although the expectations for the three strands are listed separately in the policy document, 
instructional strategies encompass all of the strands in a holistic way.  
 
This course provides students the opportunity to explore, analyze, and reflect on legal issues 
through diverse teaching and learning strategies.  Critical thinking skills such as formulating a 
thesis, identifying a bias and viewpoint, debating, analyzing primary sources and problem solving 
are a focus of many activities.   
 

Teaching/Learning Strategies Used 
Independent group work, lecture, class debates, independent work, student/teacher conferences, 
film and documentary analysis, independent reading, tutorial style critical analysis, primary 
source analysis, oral presentations, newspaper analysis, brainstorming and mind mapping, peer 
editing, written reports, reading quizzes and questionnaires, mock trials 
 
 

Assessment & Evaluation of Student Achievement 
The assessment/evaluation in this course is divided into the four categories of the Achievement 
Chart. The Knowledge category embraces what students know, the facts and information 
contained in the course.  The Application category includes assessments of the students’ 
application of their knowledge, particularly as demonstrated through analysis of case studies and 
the conduction of mock trials and debates.  The Thinking/Inquiry category is used to gather 
assessments that demonstrate the students’ abilities to think and analyse what it is they have 
learned. Finally, the Communication category comprises assessments of how well the students 
communicate orally, in writing, and through debate and informed discussion of legal issues. 
 
Teachers must assess Learning Skills separately on the report card.  Learning Skills (Homework 
Completion, Independent Work, Team Work, Initiative) play a critical role in the achievement of 
curriculum expectations.  It is the school’s expectation that all assignments be submitted on time.   
 
Overall evaluation of the course is divided as follows:  
 
Term Work  - 70%  
Culminating Performance Task  -  30%.  
 



The weighting of the Achievement Chart categories in this course is: 
Knowledge/Understanding 25% 
Application   25% 
Communication  25% 
Thinking/Inquiry  25% 

Culminating Performance Task – 30% 
 
 

Culminating 
Performance 

Task 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 

Communication Application Per Cent 
Value 

Essay Topic 
X X 

 
   

Checked for 
Completeness 

Essay Thesis 
and Outline  X  

X X  
5% 

Research 
Conducted X X 

           
           X X 

 
5% 

Arguments 
X X 

 
X X 

 
        10% 

Writing Style 
  

 
X  

 
10% 

 
 
 
 
Textbooks and/or Essential Resources 
 
Alexandrowicz, George, et.al., Dimensions of Law: Canadian and International Law in 
the 21st Century (Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications Ltd.) 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


